A MEETING OF THE BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS & SAFETY OF THE CIVIL CITY OF NEW ALBANY, INDIANA, WAS HELD IN THE THIRD FLOOR ASSEMBLY ROOM AT THE CITY/COUNTY BUILDING ON TUESDAY, MARCH 13, 2012 AT 10:00 A.M.

PRESENT: Suellen Wilkinson, Warren Nash, Mickey Thompson 
ALSO PRESENT: Chris Gardner, Joe Ham, Michael Hall, Paul Speights, Deputy Fire Chief Gadd, Police Chief Knight, David Hall, Vicki Glotzbach

CALL TO ORDER:

Mrs. Wilkinson called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m.
NEW BUSINESS:
Item #1 - Paul Eckert with Family Dollar re: sidewalk cut in front of store
Mr. Eckert stated that the Family Dollar would like to move their curb cuts because they do not work with their building, site plan and traffic flow and they wanted to move each one 40 feet. 
Mr. Thompson stated that the only issue he saw was the telephone pole and he contacted Duke and they didn’t have any kind of standard and it would be up to Mr. Eckert to either move the pole or move the driveway.  He also wanted to confirm that the old driveways would be replaced with sidewalk and landscaping.
Mr. Eckert replied that is correct.  He also provided a drawing of the proposed cuts.

Mr. Nash asked about moving the pole.
Mr. Eckert stated that he was going to contact Duke also and that he may need to provide a little protection for it first and if they would rather have it moved then they will proceed in that direction.  He also stated that he would like to get the specs from the street department just to make sure that he is up to date on the requirements.

Mr. Thompson stated that he would get those to him.  
Mr. Nash moved to approve the sidewalk cut with the condition that the old street cuts and sidewalks be put back, Mr. Thompson seconded, all voted in favor.

Item #2 - Brittany Haas with Bethel A.M.E. church re: Street closure on 5th St. between Spring and Market on May 19th from 7 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
Ms. Haas stated that they are having a fundraiser.
Mr. Nash asked what type of fundraiser.

Mr. Haas stated that they are going to rent out booths kind of like a little Harvest Homecoming to raise money for the church. 

Mr. Nash moved that the street closure be approved, Mr. Thompson seconded, all voted in favor.
Item # 3 - John Barksdale with Clark/Floyd Prevent Child Abuse Council re: April Alliance Event Motorcycle Run on April 7. 
Mr. Barksdale introduced Ms. Lightfoot with American Bikers Awareness for Education of Indiana which sponsors many bike runs and she will be in charge of making sure that the run is safe. He also stated that it would begin at 10:00 a.m. at Fink’s Bike Shop and would end at the amphitheater with a cookout that the local high school students are setting up.  He also stated that they would have the Mayor’s proclamation read there along with some speakers.  He added that the reason for the ride is to promote children being healthy and for April awareness of preventing child abuse activities. 
Ms. Wilkinson asked what time they would be back at the amphitheater.

Mr. Barksdale replied that they plan to be back around 2:00-2:30 p.m. and will conclude at about 3:30 p.m. or 4:00 p.m.  He also stated that he already has the amphitheater reserved.
Mr. Nash asked if the road to the Greenway would be open.

Mr. Thompson stated no and that they would have to go down Main Street to 10th to get to the amphitheater.
Ms. Lightfoot stated that they have run the route and will probably have to change some things in lieu of the tornados.  She added that they are going to start at Fink’s and go through Jeffersonville and cut down Utica Pike so they can avoid Highway 31 which is closed right now.
Ms. Wilkinson asked if they will notify the police in the communities of the ride.

Ms. Lightfoot replied that she normally calls the police the morning of the ride and if they can get to them they do.

Ms. Wilkinson asked how many bikers they plan to have.

Ms. Lightfoot replied that she hopes for 50-60.

Mr. Thompson moved to approve the motorcycle run on April 7, Mr. Nash seconded, all voted in favor.

Item #4 - Liz Farris re: Banner request for St. Anthony’s Church picnic for May 25, 2012.
Ms. Glotzbach stated that the dates she requested are available.

Mr. Nash asked if we do those on a first come first served basis.

Ms. Glotzbach replied yes.

Mr. Nash moved to approve the banner request by St. Anthony’s Church, Mr. Thompson seconded, all voted in favor.

Item #5 - Sidney Ballard re: Crossing sidewalk to load truck 

Mr. Ballard stated that he would like to have approval to pull his truck over the sidewalk and tree line to get to some dirt that he needs to move.  He added that he does not want to get a ticket.
Mr. Thompson stated that as long as he is working on loading his truck and getting the dirt out, he doesn’t think that he would be cited. 

Mr. Nash asked when it would be.

Mr. Ballard stated that it would be from now until the job is completed.

Ms. Wilkinson asked that he wasn’t talking about a month or anything like that.

Mr. Ballard stated that he works slow and only has a truck when he can borrow it from a friend so he may have to do it periodically until the job is done.

Mr. Nash moved to approve for Mr. Ballard to cross his sidewalk for a period of two weeks to move his dirt, Mr. Thompson seconded, all voted in favor.
OLD BUSINESS:
Item #1 - Mohamed O Mohamed Salem re: Application for Cab Company
Ms. Wilkinson asked to remove Mr. Salem from the agenda.
Item #2 - Lane Stumler re: Handicap parking at 1609 State Street 
Ms. Wilkinson stated that the board has not heard anything from his disabled tenant regarding a handicap license plate.

Mr. Stumler stated that he would like to apply for a regular parking place rather than a handicap spot because his tenant’s doctor has told her periodically not to drive.

Mr. Thompson explained that the city is still looking into the bus stop standard and would bring it back when the city comes up with standard.

Item #3 - Bust Stop Standard
Ms. Wilkinson stated that this item should stay the on agenda because the city is still working on it.

Item #4 - Blocked stop sign on Cherry Street Hill
Mr. Thompson stated that he has had one meeting on it and that he is probably going to get some other people involved to look at it and then will address it at that time.

Ms. Wilkinson stated that this item should stay on the agenda.

Item #5 - Jerry Hanger with James L. Shireman re: Street cut at St. Marks Church 
Mr. Hanger explained that Mr. Stumler met with the board and thought the street cut was already approved.  He stated that he would like to do the cut around the 1st of May.  He added that he was originally going to bore the street and after further discussion with his architect and engineers, he does not see that it’s possible.
Mr. Stumler explained how they needed to dig a pit 60 to 70 feet apart to put piping in and they want the longest length possible because the fewer joints, the better.  He also stated that they want that degree of assurance that they won’t have a leak. 
Mr. Thompson stated that they told him to look into boring because the street had just been repaved. He also stated that someone from the church has contacted the city because they were concerned about the increased expense.  He added that he has met with Mr. Stumler and he has talked to his paving contractor and they assured him that they will put the street back to its original form.
Ms. Wilkinson stated that the street cut was approved on August 9, 2011 and was told to come back closer to construction.  She also asked that they keep in touch with the Street Department.

Mr. Hanger asked if the Street Department would provide barricades for closing the street.

Mr. Thompson stated that they couldn’t close the street for a whole week.

Mr. Hanger stated that they needed to cut the whole street from side to side.

Mr. Thompson stated that they would have to open the street back up when they are not working.  He also asked that they stay in contact with the Street Department throughout the project.

Mr. Hanger stated that his intent is to not to have it closed very long because he wants to get the job done.

TABLED ITEMS:
Item #1 - Jacobi, Toombs and Lanz, Inc. 2012 Contract

Item #2 - Mt. Tabor Road Improvement Project (Grant Line to Charlestown) – BLN Supplemental Agreement No. 1

Ms. Wilkinson stated that this item should come off the table for the next meeting.

COMMUNICATIONS - CITY OFFICIALS:

Deputy Fire Chief Gadd stated that he had a letter of resignation of rank from Sylvia Gardner from Sergeant back to Firefighter and a letter from the Fire Department asking that the board approve it.  
Mr. Nash moved to approve the resignation of Sylvia Gardner from Sergeant to Firefighter, Mr. Thompson seconded, all voted in favor.

Mr. Nash stated that he has received plenty of complaints about signs on utility poles and asked who would be in charge of that.
Police Chief Knight stated that code enforcement had been taking care of that.

Mr. Thompson stated that they are working on a signs in the right-of-way cleanup.
Mr. Hall explained stated that they are working on something right now to have the Street Department go through the city and pick up signs.
Ms. Wilkinson stated that she recalls that last year the Board of Works was attempting to have an ordinance regulating signs but she doesn’t know if it ever got to City Council.

Mr. Thompson stated that there is already an ordinance regarding signs in the right-of-way.
Ms. Wilkinson stated that at the time the board was discussing the sign issue, she suggested that perhaps some of the people in the neighborhood associations could be deputized to remove signs as they are out walking their neighborhoods.
Mr. Thompson stated that part of the ordinance says that the signs have to be stored for 30 days.

Mr. Nash stated that it is law that political signs cannot be removed by anyone except for the person who put them up.

Mr. Ham stated that next Monday they will begin running the street sweeper but they won’t start writing tickets until April 1st.

Mr. Thompson added that they sometimes give reminders at that time that the street sweeper season is getting ready to start.
Ms. Wilkinson stated that she was contacted about the William Plumbing building on Spring & 9th because part of the siding is falling down and Mr. Thompson reminded her that the building is located in the Historic Preservation District.  She added that Mr. Williams was supposed to go before the preservation review board because his building needs to be wood siding. She stated that he had begun to repair the building but then stopped. 
Mr. Thompson stated that he is currently working with code enforcement and has done some of the repairs and cleaned up.  He stated that Mr. Williams had spoken with Mr. Tieves and told him that he was authorized to replace the aluminum siding that has blown off with new aluminum siding.  He added that Mr. Williams wanted to take all of the aluminum siding off and replace it with vinyl siding but was told no.

Mr. Nash asked that this be kept on the agenda for the next meeting.  

Mr. Thompson stated that the city approached the council and asked for funding to repair the Spring Street Hill.  He stated that the council asked that the plans for Jacobi, Toombs & Lanz be reviewed by another firm.  He then stated that he has a contract from Beam, Longest & Neff to do that review.  He added that the city has a quote that is good until April 10 so he would like to execute the contract as soon as possible in hopes that we can get the review done, get back to the council on April 2 and get their approval for the funding and still be able to use those quotes.

Mr. Nash asked if the council recommended this company. 
Mr. Thompson replied that they didn’t have a recommendation but they wanted an outside firm and that firm has done prior work for the city.

Ms. Wilkinson stated that the repairs have been done twice over a number of years and failed so the council was concerned that the engineering wasn’t done properly or that it should be reviewed by another engineering firm.  She added that there is a new engineering design that has been presented but this company is going to be looking at the Jacobi, Toombs and Lanz design to review their process.
Mr. Thompson stated that they have already contacted Jacobi, Toombs and Lanz and requested all of the information.
Ms. Wilkinson asked where the funding is coming from.

Mr. Thompson replied the New Albany Redevelopment Commission.

Mr. Thompson moved that Beam, Longest & Neff be approved to review the Jacobi, Toombs & Lanz design plans for the repair of Spring Street Hill , Mr. Nash seconded, all voted in favor.

Mr. Thompson stated that he had the approved handicap application for Ms. Linda Lamb at 1124 Beeler Street for her handicap spot.
Mr. Thompson stated that he has three change orders to the contract for cleaning up pavement.  He stated that one was for an additional $19,985.00 for Lopp Avenue because they had to mill down to add a base to repave it because the material kept falling apart.   He then stated that he had two others in the amounts of $1,649.00 and $1,478.00 for striping on Silver Street that had to be moved because the businesses on the other side of the street went to the city because they needed parking moved to their side of the street.   
Ms. Wilkinson asked if they knew that they did it wrong the first time.

Mr. Thompson replied that they did it per the plans from the city.

Mr. Nash moved to the approve the three change orders from MAC Construction, Mr. Thompson seconded, all voted.

COMMUNICATIONS – PUBLIC:

Mr. Stumler stated that the he was present to represent keep New Albany Clean and Green, Inc., an organization that was formed a year ago and the purpose is to keep New Albany clean and green and instill more pride in the city.  He stated that they have already started working a couple of places such as the Elm Street exit and on Spring Street in the highway department’s area.  He then explained that the next area that he would like to work on would be coming into the city on Spring Street Bridge and would like to have approval from the board to remove the guardrails and sign.  He said he had spoken with Mr. Rosenbarger and he is in agreement with that.  He stated that his request is to get approval and to also close each lane each direction while the work is going on.  He then stated that they wanted to scrape the median clean and put in some durable plants.  He said they also wanted to put a sign coming east on the top of floodwall in the city/state right-of-way.  He added that they don’t have the money to do it yet but if the board approves it, he will find out how much it is going to cost and maybe with donations, they will be able to get started.  He mentioned that they are a 501c tax exempt organization so donations are tax deductible.  He then presented to the board a synopsis of what the organization is about.  He stated that he would like to get approval to remove the guardrail and sign and he thought that the only reason that the guardrail is there is to protect the pole of the sign.  He also mentioned that the speed limit in that area is 30 mph.

Mr. Thompson asked if they have state approval to remove the pole.  
Mr. Stumler stated that they are in the process of getting that.
Mr. Thompson asked if Mr. Rosenbarger thought the guardrail was for the pole only and not for crossovers.
Police Chief Knight stated that the speed limit is 30 mph but they monitor that area because a lot people do exceed that speed limit and there have also been fatalities in that area.

Mr. Nash asked about closing a lane.

Mr. Stumler stated that there would just be one lane closed from 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.

Mr. Thompson moved to approve New Albany Clean and Green, Inc. to proceed with looking into removing the guardrail and sign at Spring Street to make a better looking entrance into the city providing all safety issues are addressed, Mr. Nash seconded, all voted in favor.

BIDS:

NONE

CLAIMS:

Claim dockets for 2/17/12 through 3/15/12 totaling $3,368,716.96 were submitted to the board from the Controller’s Office for approval.

Mr. Nash moved that the claims be approved, Mr. Thompson seconded, all voted in favor.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

Mr. Nash moved to approve the March 6, 2012 Regular Meeting Minutes, Mr. Thompson seconded, all voted in favor. 
ADJOURN:
There being no further business before the board, the meeting adjourned at 11:12 a.m.

 ______________________________


_____________________________
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