A MEETING OF THE BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS & SAFETY OF THE CIVIL CITY OF NEW ALBANY, INDIANA, WILL BE HELD IN THE THIRD FLOOR ASSEMBLY ROOM AT THE CITY/COUNTY BUILDING ON TUESDAY, APRIL 10, 2012 AT 10:00 A.M.

PRESENT:  Suellen Wilkinson, Warren Nash, Mickey Thompson

ALSO PRESENT:  Chris Gardner, Michael Hall, Joe Ham, Police Chief Knight, Deputy Fire Chief Gadd, Paul Speights, Mary Ann Prestigiacomo, Lt. Colonel Pennell, Lt. Major Whitlow, David Hall
Mrs. Wilkinson called the meeting to order at 10:00 p.m.
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:

NEW BUSINESS:
Item# 1 - Krisjans Streips re: Tree removal/planting update
Mr. Streips stated that he wanted to address some concerns that he has heard about this week.  He stated that it is part of the sidewalk project with CDBG around downtown where they have removed some trees and left some stumps but those have been grinded out and now there are holes.  He explained that some citizens are concerned about the holes in their yards.  He then presented the board with a list of planned trees along Spring Street, Market Street and Elm Street.  He stated that the plantings should happen within the next week or so.
Ms. Wilkinson asked if there was any way to put the information on the city’s website because part of the concern was that there was no communication.  
Mr. Streips stated that he would get with Michael Hall.
Item #2 – John Gonder re: traffic signal needed at Spring Street and Cost Avenue
Mr. Gonder stated that he was standing on a fellow’s porch at Spring Street and Cost Avenue and he saw a little girl almost get killed running across the street at that intersection and wanted to initiate the process of getting a signal installed there.  He said that the traffic comes through really heavily and there are a lot of kids that are in the area.  

Ms. Wilkinson stated that she thinks there has to be a traffic study done by John Rosenbarger.

Mr. Thompson stated that there is a project in the works now for modification of the signal at Silver Street and Spring Street and a dedicated turn lane and that would affect this too.
Ms. Wilkinson stated that they would have to bring in John Rosenbarger to see where they are on the other project and Mr. Thompson can look at the area too.
Item #3 - Vicki Glotzbach re: speeding issues on 1700-1900 block of Elm View requesting some type of signage to help control traffic 
Ms. Glotzbach explained that her office received a call from a resident who is concerned about this area and would like see something done to help control the traffic.
Mr. Thompson stated that he would go out and look at it.

Item #4 - Fran Fach re: street closure on 11th Street from Main to Market June 2nd, 3rd and 4th, and a banner on Main for Art on Parish Green
Ms. Fach stated that Art on the Parish Green will be holding its 6th annual community art festival on June 2nd and 3rd and was present to request the city’s permission to hang their banner across Main Street for the last two weeks in May.  She stated that they are going to have a new banner made and wanted to know when it needed to be delivered to the Street Department.

Mr. Thompson stated that they would need it by Friday, May 18th.
Ms. Fach She then asked if they could use two banners back to back.  She stated that when you do a banner on two sides and it gets rolled you lose some of the letters so she wanted to know if you could use two banners back to back.  She stated that she would like to have it seen on both sides since Main Street is a two way street.

Mr. Thompson stated that it could probably be done but he doesn’t know how it would affect the banner.  He added that the best banners are the ones that have the slits in them that let the air go through them.  He stated that he didn’t know if putting them back to back would catch more wind and possibly tear the banner up.
Ms. Fach stated that she would ask the sign guy.  She also requested that 11th Street be closed between Main Street and Market Street from noon on Friday, June 1st until Sunday, June 3rd at 7:00 p.m.  She added that gives them time to get the big tents put up before the artists arrive and begin putting up their tents.
Mr. Nash moved that the banner be approved for the last two weeks in May and that 11th Street be closed on Friday June 1st at noon until Sunday, June 3rd at 7:00 p.m., Mr. Thompson seconded, all voted in favor.

Ms. Fach also wanted to thank the city for the newly paved street and the sidewalks.  She added that are very happy with the sidewalks because those were not in very good shape and imposed a safety issue.

Item #5 - Susan Parr, Brandon’s House re: permission for walkathon through the city
Ms. Parr stated that she needs approval for their 17th annual walkathon through the city that will be held on Sunday, April 15th and presented a map of the walk to the board.  She also said that she had contacted Chief Knight about getting Auxiliary Police Officers to help and she said they would and she understands that there is a fee.
Mr. Nash asked if the walkathon begins at New Albany High School.

Ms. Parr replied that it begins and ends across the street from the New Albany High School at Depauw Methodist.
Ms. Wilkinson confirmed that the people stay on the sidewalks.

Ms. Parr replied yes.
Mr. Nash moved to approve the walkathon for Brandon House subject to coordination with the New Albany Police Department, Mr. Thompson seconded, all voted in favor.

Item #6 - Irv Stumler re: black round trash containers in the downtown area missing lids
Mr. Stumler stated that the city purchased 10 trash cans and now 6 of those cans have no lids.  He presented pictures to the board and highly recommended that those 6 lids be replaced.  He also stated that he called the manufacturer and they will sell the city more lids for $100.00 each.  He added that the original cans were purchased July 23, 2010 and they were supposed to have a strap on them to hold the lid to the base but he didn’t see any straps and questioned the manufacturer and they said they always send them out with a strap.
Mr. Thompson stated that the straps were on them.

Mr. Stumler asked if they were put on with a rivet.

Mr. Thompson stated that the storms have done it; that’s when they usually turn up missing and they put them back when they find them.
Mr. Stumler stated that he thinks the lids should be replaced because the can doesn’t really do what it is supposed to do without the lid.  He presented a list of where the cans are located to the board.

Mr. Thompson asked if he was suggesting that Clean and Green take care of replacing those lids.
Mr. Stumler replied that he could arrange it but they don’t have money to do everything and thinks that the city purchased them and that the city should be responsible for making sure that they are in working order.  He added that he could order them but does not intend to pay for them.

Item #7 - Irv Stumler re:  volunteers be authorized to remove illegal signs from public right-of-ways and deliver them to the Street Department
Mr. Stumler commended the Mayor and Mr. Thompson for picking up illegal signs that have been on the right-of-ways for many years.  He then stated that there are still some scattered around the city and he is requesting that the volunteers for Keep New Albany Clean and Green be authorized to pick up any illegal signs and deliver them to the Street Department.
Mr. Nash stated that he didn’t think that was a responsibility that they want to turn over to a private organization.  He also stated that he didn’t think that was a responsibility that they would want.  He added that it is kind of tricky with where the right-of-way signs are and some people own them in the middle of the street and they will argue that they are maintaining them.  He stated that he feels it is just best left to the city to do.
Mr. Stumler stated that he is just trying to make it easier to keep control of it.  

Mr. Nash also stated that if Keep New Albany Clean and Green would notify them of any that the city is not aware of, that would be helpful. 
Mr. Stumler also stated that the ordinance states that homeowners associations and others be encouraged to remove illegal signs.  

Mr. Nash stated that it is not that simple.  He stated for example, a political sign cannot be removed by anyone other than the person that put it there or it is considered a felony.

Mr. Thompson stated that when they did the sweep of the city there were some comments made by some of the people picking their signs up and he doesn’t feel that anyone but the city should be doing it since the right-of-ways are owned by the city. 

Mr. Stumler stated that is fine if they can call and get them removed pretty promptly.  He also wanted to revisit the issue of cleaning up flower beds by replanting and mulching because they don’t have the approval to do that yet. 
Mr. Thompson moved to approve the cleaning of the flower beds, replanting, mulching and weeding on Beautification Day (April 28th), Mr. Nash seconded, all voted in favor.

Mr. Stumler stated that at Cherry Street and Adams Street the shrubs are fully bloomed out now and it causes a site problem so if the lines could be moved forward like Mr. Thompson indicated that he could do, he would really like to see that done soon. He added that he has seen several near hits at that intersection.  He also stated that on Old Vincennes Road at the culvert near Captain Frank Road continues to peel off on the south side of the road.
Mr. Thompson stated that he believes that Storm Water is taking that under advisement at their board meeting on Thursday.
Mr. Ham stated that they are looking at a pipe underneath it and a structure to tie into the pipe that Mr. Birkla wants to put into the ditch.  He also stated that as far as doing any repairs to the road, he will have to just bring that up to the board.
Mr. Thompson stated that once Storm Water deals with the issue of the drainage ditch then he will look at the issue of the road.  He added that there is no sense in doing anything with the road until the issue with the drainage ditch is addressed.
Item #8 - John Rosenbarger re: Change Order No. 1 for Former SR 111 Roads Rehabilitation Project. 
Ms. Holmes stated that this a change order for the project of the rehab of former SR 111 where they are working on Beechwood Avenue, Vincennes Street and Main Street.  She explained that the change order is basically dealing with Vincennes Street and it is additional costs because they had to remove some trees that grew into the metal grates.  She added that they couldn’t remove the trees the usual way so there was some additional work that had to be done.
Ms. Wilkinson asked if MAC was going to remove the trees or is the city going to do that.

Ms. Holmes replied MAC has already removed them but they need to be compensated.
Mr. Nash moved to approve Change Order No. 1 for Job Number 11089I an additional cost to remove stumps or trees that have grown around metal grates at $170.61 each for a total of $1,706.10,  Mr. Thompson seconded, all voted in favor.
OLD BUSINESS:
Item #1 - Bus Stop Standard
No further information on this item.

Item #2 - Directional signs for June Tune at 1528 E. 8th Street
Mr. Smith stated that he spoke with Peg and she was supposed to be getting with her sister to see what they can do.  He also has a call into the CSX Headquarters in Jacksonville, Florida to see what he can do to lease a spot or something.  He added that he wants any help that he can get because he had 2 customers come in last week to see if he was still in business. He stated that he is doing everything he can legally do to get this hashed out.

Ms. Wilkinson asked that he has contacted the railroad.

Mr. Smith replied that he has a call into their headquarters.  He added that he spoke with the guys that are doing the project on Grant Line Road and they gave him the number to call. He also stated that he would like to know where he could get a copy of the sign ordinance.

Ms. Wilkinson referred him to the Clerk’s Office.  
Item #3 - Yellow curbs at 604 E. Spring Street
Ms. Thompson stated that this item could be removed from the agenda because it is being taken care of today.
Item #4 - Renaissance Design Contract Engineering Service
Mr. Thompson stated that the Mayor wants to keep this item on the agenda.

Item #5 - Renewal of Cash America Precious Metal License
Ms. Wilkinson stated this item shall stay on the agenda.
Mr. Nash stated that there is nothing in the ordinance that says the board has to do anything.

Ms. Wilkinson stated that the ordinance is 30 years old and recommended that it be updated. She added that she has noticed signs advertising buying gold at other businesses and Cash America is the only one that has purchased the license.  

Mr. Thompson stated that he would get the ordinance to Mr. Gibson or Mr. Robison to look into it.

Item #6 - Removal of Logs on Oak Street between Scribner and State
Mr. Thompson said this was taken care so it can be taken off the agenda.
Item #7 - Veteran’s post re: addition of picnic tables to the property and safety issues with alley behind the VFW on 5th and Market. 
Mr. Thompson stated that he spoke with Mr. Wood and they do not need a permit for the picnic tables since they are on their property so he passed that on to them.  He also stated that they did ask about putting a speed bump or something in the alley to slow traffic but since there is no speed limit there, a traffic study would have to be done.  He said that he suggested that they just put a crosswalk in from their building to the area where they want to put the tables.  He then stated that this item could be taken off of the agenda.

Item #8 - 1985 Old Vincennes Road culvert and support bank
Ms. Wilkinson stated that we can take this item off the agenda because it is going through the process with Storm Water.

TABLED ITEMS:

NONE

COMMUNICATIONS - CITY OFFICIALS:
Mr. Thompson presented the board with a request for Geotechnical Exploration for the River View Development project.  He also provided a drawing that showed the boring layout and stated that the only one that the board needed to be concerned with was the one on Black Street that needs to be approved by this board.
Mr. Nash asked if this will affect traffic going to the YMCA.

Mr. Thompson stated it shouldn’t because they can get to it on either end.
Mr. Nash asked how long it will take.

Mr. Thompson replied that it shouldn’t take long, a half day at the most.  

Ms. Wilkinson asked when they want to start.
Mr. Thompson replied that Mr. Malysz asked that it be approved at this meeting so they can get started.

Mr. Nash moved to approve River View Development’s request for geotechnical exploration on Black Street, Mr. Thompson seconded, all voted in favor.

Ms. Glotzbach stated that Terry Harrison at 607 Rose Drive contacted her office regarding a ditch at the back of their property that has snakes.  She also stated that Ms. Harrison thinks that it is an easement and wanted to see if there was anything that the city could do.
Mr. Thompson stated that Ms. Harrison thought that it backed up to the city’s property on Grant Line Road but he thinks it backs up to Stumler’s Nursery and said he would double check that.  He also stated that she called about a pothole at the end of their street and that is now on the pothole list.

Ms. Wilkinson asked that this item stay on the agenda as old business.
Mr. Nash asked about accident reports at the roundabout on Daisy Lane.
Police Chief Knight replied that there has been one accident since it was installed.

Ms. Wilkinson stated that is good news since they are looking at another one at Mt. Tabor Road and Klerner Lane in the future.
Mr. Nash stated that he is surprised because there is so much discussion about it in the community.

Police Chief Knight stated that it is not very popular but it is effective.
Ms. Wilkinson asked if the city has a QR Code.  
Mr. Hall replied not that he is aware of.

Ms. Wilkinson asked if we should have one to put on stuff to take them directly to the city’s website.

Mr. Hall replied that he doesn’t think that they are very effective but he can look into getting one.
Ms. Wilkinson said it might be something to keep in mind.

COMMUNICATIONS – PUBLIC:

Mr. Jones, 1805 Beechwood Avenue, stated that he has lived there for 62 years and that they dug up the sidewalks in October and finished about two weeks ago.  He said that they dug up everyone’s yard and he can’t even cut his grass because there is nothing but dirt, rock and mud.  He asked why the city lets people tear up things and start on something else before they are finished with the first thing.  He also asked if we have anyone in the city other than Mr. Thompson that oversees the work that these people do.  He asked if the work is inspected.  He also explained that they have a problem with an alley that has a large hole in it and wanted to know if the city could help with that.

Mr. Thompson said that they are looking into getting more alleys paved but hasn’t received approval on that yet.  He said he will see what he can do in the mean time to help Mr. Jones.  He also stated that there is an engineer that is over the project on Beechwood Avenue.  He then referred Mr. Jones to Mr. Sillimen who was also in attendance at the meeting.

Ms. Wilkinson stated that she believes that when they are finished with it they will fix the sidewalks back to their original form like they have to do the streets. 

Mr. Ballard was present to request more time to move his dirt.

Ms. Wilkinson asked if Mr. Thompson if he had looked at it and if he is making progress.

Mr. Thompson replied that he hadn’t looked at it recently.  He added that he was out there yesterday looking at a sidewalk issue and didn’t look in his backyard. 

Mr. Nash asked how long he needs.

Mr. Ballard stated that he doesn’t need long because he has a new sidewalk coming in and doesn’t want anything on it to break or smash it.  
Ms. Wilkinson asked if he is talking another couple of weeks.

Mr. Ballard replied yes. 
Mr. Nash moved to approve 2 more weeks for Mr. Ballard to move his dirt, Mr. Thompson seconded, all voted in favor.

Mr. Nash asked how the work is going at the North Y.
Mr. Thompson replied that they hope to be done today.

Mr. Nash asked how the detour went.

Mr. Thompson replied that they hadn’t had any problems other than with the recycling business.  He stated that he and Mr. Speights had to go talk to them and explain that they couldn’t move the barricades and leave the road open. He added that they went back and put a sign on the barricade that said “local traffic only”.  He also stated that he checked with the Sewer Department about the issue on Oak Street and they do have it on their agenda.
Mr. Nash stated that Pearl Street looks like it is just about finished and wanted to know what the status was on repaving.

Mr. Thompson replied that they negotiated with the water company with what had to be done so when they are finished they will come to the city but we will actually do it with our contractor and then be reimbursed by the water company.

Mr. Nash asked Mr. Thompson to check on the status of that for next week. 
BIDS:

NONE
CLAIMS:

NONE

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

Mr. Nash moved to approve the April 3, 2012 Regular Meeting Minutes, Mr. Thompson seconded, all voted in favor. 
April 3, 2012 Grievance Hearing Minutes were postponed until next week.
ADJOURN:
There being no further business before the board, the meeting adjourned at 10:50 a.m.

 ______________________________


_____________________________

Suellen Wilkinson, Acting President 
             

Vicki Glotzbach, City Clerk
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