A MEETING OF THE BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS & SAFETY OF THE CIVIL CITY OF NEW ALBANY, INDIANA, WAS HELD IN THE THIRD FLOOR ASSEMBLY ROOM AT THE CITY/COUNTY BUILDING ON TUESDAY, JULY 24, 2012 AT 10:00 A.M.

PRESENT:  Suellen Wilkinson, Mickey Thompson and Warren Nash

ALSO PRESENT:  Deputy Fire Chief Gadd, Joe Ham, Chris Gardner, Major Whitlow, Michael Hall, Police Chief Knight, Colonel Pennell and Vicki Glotzbach
Mrs. Wilkinson called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:

NEW BUSINESS:


Item #1 - Mike Kittner with Zaxby’s re: Street Cut Request at 2870 Technology Avenue
Mr. Kittner stated that they need to cut across Technology Avenue to tie into the existing sewer on the other side of the street.  He presented a drawing to the board and explained the project.
Mrs. Wilkinson asked if he had spoken with the engineers and it’s not going to interfere with anything else.
Mr. Kittner replied yes.
Mr. Nash asked how long it would take.

Mr. Kittner stated that it should take no more than two days.
Mr. Nash asked when they were going to start.

Mr. Kittner replied toward the end of this week and not later than Tuesday of next week.
Mr. Nash moved to approve the street cut at 2870 Technology Avenue for Zaxby’s for the period of today through next Tuesday, Mr. Thompson second, all voted in favor. 
Item #2 - Dee Woods with Floyd Memorial Cancer Center re: Reserving Amphitheatre on Aug. 24, 2012. 
Ms. Woods stated that they would like to reserve the amphitheatre on August 24th from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. for their associate’s appreciation event.  
Mr. Gardner stated that date is available and he has spoken with Ms. Woods about it.
Mr. Thompson moved to approve the Floyd Memorial Cancer Center to use the amphitheatre on August 24, 2012 from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m., Mr. Nash second, all voted in favor.
Item #3 - Stephen Schmitt re: Request roundabout being named after father; Anthony Schmitt 
Mr. Schmitt explained that he was interested in naming the roundabout on Daisy Lane after his father.  He stated that his father lived at the house on the corner of Daisy Lane and Schell Lane for 25 years.  He added that he just wanted to place a sign on the eastside of the roundabout as a memorial for him if possible.  He also stated that he would be willing to pay for it.
Mrs. Wilkinson stated that the city doesn’t really have a policy about naming things after people.  She recommended taking it under advisement to sort out what implications it might have in the future.
Mr. Nash moved to take under advisement the request to name the roundabout on Daisy Lane after Anthony Schmitt until they study the issue of naming roundabouts or any other item, Mr. Thompson second, all voted in favor.
Item #4 - Jim Meeks President of the Arts Council re: Alley closure behind 920 E. Market on July 28, 2012 from 12 pm to 6 pm 
Mr. Gardner stated that they are interested in closing the alley behind 920 E. Market Street on July 28, 2012 from 12 p.m. to 6 p.m. for an event that they are having.
Mr. Nash moved to approve the closure of the alley behind 920 E. Market Street on July 28, 2012 from 12 p.m. to 6 p.m., Mr. Thompson second, all voted in favor.
Item #5 - Indiana American Water re: Street Cut Permits at 341 E 15th Street, 909 E 15th Street, 1209 E Main Street, 1945 E. Elm Street
Mr. Thompson stated that they have already been done.  He added that two were service leaks, one main break and one main leak.
Mrs. Wilkinson asked if they are good at putting everything back the way it should be.

Mr. Thompson replied that he calls them and gets the contractor back out if there is a problem.
Mr. Nash moved to approve the street cuts for Indiana American Water at 341 E. 15th Street, 909 E. 15th Street, 1209 E. Main Street and 1945 E. Elm Street, Mr. Thompson second, all voted in favor.
COMMUNICATIONS – PUBLIC:
Mr. King stated that he was representing USA Yoga which is a not-for-profit organization that is working towards getting yoga to be recognized as a sport.  He stated that they would like to reserve the amphitheatre on October 14th from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. to host the USA Yoga Championship 2013.
Mr. Gardner stated that is the weekend that the Harvest Homecoming typically uses the amphitheatre.
Ms. Wilkinson asked if October 21st would work.
Mr. King replied yes.
Mr. Nash moved to approve the request of USA Yoga to use the amphitheatre on October 21st from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. subject to coordination with the Riverfront Director, Mr. Thompson second, all voted in favor.
Mr. Ricketts stated that he is with New Albany Little League and last night the 10 year old All-Star Team defeated Jeffersonville and will advance to the state tournament which begins on Friday in Dyer, Indiana.  He asked if there is any possible way to approve a roadblock for Wednesday or Thursday to help raise money for travel expenses for the tournament.
Ms. Wilkinson asked what time of day they are requesting.

Mr. Ricketts stated that they could have it anytime.
Mrs. Wilkinson stated that Silver and Spring and State and Elm are the two locations for roadblocks and asked if he would like both locations from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m.

Mr. Ricketts stated that if they could possibly do it Wednesday and Thursday from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m. that would be great.
Mr. Nash stated that he really has a concern about safety and added that the Fire Department has stopped doing roadblocks for the Crusade for Children because of safety issues.
Mr. Ricketts stated that all kids would be out of harm’s way and that the adults will be very careful.
Mr. Nash moved to approve the request for roadblocks at Silver and Spring and State and Elm on Wednesday and Thursday from 4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. with the stipulation that they understand the rules and are very, very careful, Mr. Thompson second, all voted in favor.

Ms. Master stated that she attends a small school called Rockcreek and would like to reserve the amphitheatre for Saturday, May 11th, 2013 for prom from 8:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m.
Mr. Nash moved to approve the Rockcreek Academy request for the amphitheatre reservation on Saturday, May 11, 2013 from 8:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m. for prom subject to coordination with the Riverfront Director, Mr. Thompson second, all voted in favor.

Mr. Hawkins stated that he was before the board about seven weeks ago to complain about the poor quality of the pavement patches that exist in front of his home on E. Main Street and he is present to complain again.  He stated that pavement workers did smooth out several of the humps in the pavement and that did make an improvement but there are dips in those same patches.   He explained that the pavement engineer hired by the city refused to do anything about the dips in the pavement.  He stated that when heavy trucks travel over those dips while exceeding the speed limit, the vibrations and noise that he experiences at his property is unacceptable.  He also stated that there is a lack of enforcement of the speed limit in this area.  He said he has observed cracks in the brick on the exterior of his house that weren’t present in the past and said that they may have been caused by other contributing factors but the vibration of a 60,000 lb. truck bouncing up and down 40 or 50 ft. from his house isn’t doing it any good.  He stated that the depth of the dips has increased to an inch or more.  He stated that last week he sent an email requesting that this be dealt with to Mr. Rosenbarger and copied Mr. Thompson and the Mayor.  He also stopped by Mr. Rosenbarger’s office and he said that he had driven in that area and didn’t see a problem.  He said that Mr. Rosenbarger seems to dismiss his efforts to deal with this proactively and that upsets him.  He stated that he is requesting that the city deal with this in a forthright manner. He added that there are many other locations in New Albany where the street conditions are far worse than what exists in front of his home and he realizes that there may be intentions in the future to revise the pavement, structure and configuration of E. Main Street but feels the problems that he is experiencing are unacceptable.    
Mr. Thompson stated that he sympathizes with him but the fact of where he lives is probably the problem.  He stated that there are streets in the city that are worse than the street in front of Mr. Hawkins’ house and those people have to deal with it too.  He added that unfortunately that area is a thoroughfare for trucks.  He explained that he did get with the contractor and they did smooth it and made it better and the only thing that is probably going to solve the problem is to have the street repaved entirely and that is something that’s not going to be done right now.  He stated that there is a project in the works to reconstruct Main Street and that the reason for doing the patches was to address the base failures and to get them to hold up until they get to the point where the street is repaved from curb to curb. 
Mr. Hawkins stated that he does understand but asked why additional asphalt can’t be applied to those areas that have settled. 
Mr. Thompson replied that it probably wouldn’t hold.  He added that it wouldn’t be put in with a roller like the contractor did so you would end up with a bump instead of a dip. 

Mr. Hawkins stated that he finds it hard to believe that the pavement contractor cannot do something about it that would hold up until Main Street is repaved.
Mr. Thompson stated that the pavement company did come out and reheat the pavement and smooth out the area.  He stated that he would go out and look at the situation again but there is nothing they can do about the volume or type of traffic that is traveling on that street.

Mr. Hawkins stated that he spoke with the Police Chief to see if they would more aggressively enforce the 30 mph speed limit in that section of E. Main Street. 
Police Chief Knight stated that 41% of citations that have been written this year have been on E. Main Street.  She added that they do aggressively patrol that area but they do not target trucks.  She added that they enforce it with all vehicles and do not exclude anyone.
Mr. Hawkins stated that the truckers travel at a higher rate of speed and that maybe the officers are cutting them some slack.
Police Chief Knight stated that Mr. Hawkins has no basis for that statement and that it is completely inaccurate.

Mr. Hawkins stated that it may be but based on his repetitive observations, they honestly disregard the speed limit. 

Mr. Thompson pointed out that the truck drivers have CDL licenses and that they can’t afford to get tickets so they are more likely to avoid exceeding the speed limit in that area.
OLD BUSINESS:
Item #1 - Irv Stumler re: Location of benches from the Street Department
Mr. Stumler stated that the location for the first bench is at 625 Alice which is owned by Joyce Shelton.  He stated that the location for the second bench is at 1543 Sunset which is owned by Brage Benjamin.  He requested permission to get the benches from the Street Department and paint them and put them at those locations.
Mr. Thompson asked if the residents at those locations understand that they are going to be on their properties.

Mr. Stumler replied yes.
Mr. Thompson stated that they will take the billboards off the benches and place one bench at each location.
Mr. Stumler stated that there are at least six benches at the Street Department with no billboards on them and they need four.

Mr. Thompson stated that only two were authorized.

Mr. Stumler asked if he could come back later and request more.

Mr. Thompson replied no because he believes that the Mayor is working on doing something with them that has to do with Greenaway.

Mr. Nash stated that his understanding is that they are all planned for Greenaway.
Mr. Stumler stated that when he came up with the idea the benches were just sitting at the Street Department and he felt that they should be used somewhere.  He feels this would be a good use for them and would like to have at least two.
Mr. Nash moved to table the request for placement of benches until they are sure what the city’s plans are for the benches, Mr. Thompson second, all voted in favor.

Mr. Schad stated that he lives at 1704 Crestview and he would like to see “Children at Play” signs put up because there are a lot of children on that street.  He stated that he would also like to see a police officer monitor the area more closely for a period of time to remind everyone to slow down because people tend to speed on that street.
Mrs. Wilkinson asked if we have “Children at Play” signs.

Mr. Thompson replied that the city has two in stock.
Mr. Nash moved to approve the request for “Children at Play” signs on Crestview subject to the Street Commissioner’s approval, Mr. Thompson second, all voted in favor. 
TABLED ITEMS:
Item #1- Riverfront on Saturday, September 8th for the RiverRatz

Mr. Gardner stated that he would like to get approval for this event.
Mr. Nash asked what hours that they want to use it.

Mr. Gardner replied that he wasn’t sure but the hours are in the afternoon and he would find out specifics.

Mrs. Wilkinson asked what the group is and what it does.

Mr. Gardner replied that they are the individuals that lived there before the levy system was in place and every year they have a get together on the riverfront.   
Mr. Thompson moved to approve the use of the riverfront on Saturday, September 8th by the RiverRatz, Mr. Nash second, all voted in favor.

Item #2 - Street closure on Market between Pearl and Bank on September 14th for Legacy Awards Gala at the Grand
Mr. Thompson stated that they were going to talk to the area businesses and he hasn’t heard anything back from them.
Item #3 - Scott Wood re: Local roads and streets
COMMUNICATIONS - CITY OFFICIALS:
Mr. Hall stated that Live@Five was at Market Street last week and it was a great success.  He stated that they would like to move back to the Bank Street location this week because there is a wedding at the Grand so he asked the board to approve closing the 400 block of Bank Street this Friday.
Mr. Nash asked is there is any way to close just one street when they go back to Market Street; he doesn’t like to close both streets if it is not necessary.
Mr. Thompson stated that they can’t maneuver the stage over too far because of the wires.

Mr. Nash asked if they could use the west side of the intersection.

Mr. Hall stated that he could look into it.
Mr. Nash moved to approve the closure of 400 block of Bank Street from 3:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. on Friday, July 27th for Live@Five, Mr. Thompson second, all voted in favor.

Mr. Nash asked what the completion date would be for Grant Line Road.

Mr. Thompson stated that Grant Line Road is on schedule for substantial completion by September 1st. 
Mr. Nash asked if September 1st is in line with the contract.

Mr. Thompson stated that it was moved because the city held them up when they did the change order that saved all of that money on drainage and then there was another issue with the utilities because they had to be moved.

Mr. Nash stated that he didn’t think they worked hardly any days in July.  He asked Mr. Rosenbarger when the contract calls for completion.
Mr. Rosenbarger replied September 1st.
Mrs. Wilkinson stated that she thinks originally it was June 1st before the change order came up.

Mr. Nash stated that they have not been working there and the reason that has been given is that they have other work and that has nothing to do with us.  He asked if there was a penalty with the contract.

Mr. Rosenbarger replied no.
Mr. Nash stated that they have not been working everyday and it would help traffic flow if their equipment was moved while they are not working.  
Mr. Rosenbarger stated that the traffic is not going to move well until the signals are reactivated with left turn movements.  
Mr. Nash stated that there could be more lanes open if they would move their equipment.

Mr. Rosenbarger stated that the congestion during construction is always going to be from the lack of left turn capabilities.  
Mr. Nash stated that the delays they’ve had this month have nothing to do with the city causing the delays.

Mr. Rosenbarger stated that they couldn’t get as much work done because of the railroad project and moving the utilities.  
Mr. Nash stated that he understands everything that he saying but they are not working.

Mr. Rosenbarger stated that they would say that they had their work scheduled and the crews scheduled and were going to hit it hard to get it completed but they’ve made other commitments to other projects and these delays prevented them from completing this project on schedule. 
Mr. Nash stated that the location where MAC has equipment on Cherry Street is somewhat unsightly and presented pictures to the other members.  He asked if there is anything that can be done to improve that.
Mr. Thompson stated that he would contact them because the city was letting them use that area for storage while they were working on the 64 project.
Mr. Nash asked if there was anything new on Cherokee Drive.

Police Chief Knight said that they are continuing to work that area.

Mrs. Wilkinson stated that she received an email from a gentleman saying that he is seeing police cars on that street and is pleased.  

BIDS:

CLAIMS:
Mr. Gardner presented three claims for Ms. Prestigiacomo totaling $12,714.00.  He stated that one was for Allied Productions, one was for a reimbursement for a permitting issue for Live@Five and one was for Pro Media Group.
Mr. Nash moved to approve the claims totaling $12,714.00, Mr. Thompson second, all voted in favor.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

Mr. Nash moved to approve the July 17, 2012 Regular Meeting Minutes, Mr. Thompson second, all voted in favor. 
ADJOURN:
There being no further business before the board, the meeting adjourned at 11:07 a.m.

 ______________________________


_____________________________

Suellen Wilkinson, President 
             


Vicki Glotzbach, City Clerk
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