A MEETING OF THE BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS & SAFETY OF THE CIVIL CITY OF NEW ALBANY, INDIANA, WAS HELD IN THE THIRD FLOOR ASSEMBLY ROOM AT THE CITY/COUNTY BUILDING ON TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 4, 2012 AT 10:00 A.M.

PRESENT:  Suellen Wilkinson, Warren Nash, and Mickey Thompson.  

ALSO PRESENT:  Chris Gardner, Michael Hall, David Hall, Major Whitlow, Colonel Pennell, John Burger, John Rosenbarger, Jim Silliman, Mary Ann Prestigiacomo and Vicki Glotzbach
Mrs. Wilkinson called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:

NEW BUSINESS:

Item #1 - Marcey Wisman-Bennett re: Banner request for New Albany First Indiefest
Mrs. Wisman-Bennett stated that they would like to hang a banner starting September 10th through September 24th.  She added that the city clerk’s office checked the schedule and it is available.
Mrs. Wilkinson asked which location she wanted.

Mrs. Wisman-Bennett replied either one would be fine.
Mr. Nash asked what Indiefest is.

Mrs. Wisman-Bennett replied that it is an art celebration but also a way to promote independent businesses in New Albany.  She stated that they have invited all members as well as businesses who are not members to set up booths to sell their wares.  She said that several restaurants will be there plus they will have local artists selling their creations.  She added that they will have local bands playing and stated that it is in conjunction with Craft Beer Week so there will be several breweries selling their beer through Roger Baylor.  

Mr. Nash moved to approve the banner request for New Albany First Indiefest subject to availability of space, Mr. Thompson second, all voted in favor.

Mrs. Wisman-Bennett stated that they originally received approval for the festival to be from 5 p.m. to 10 p.m. but they are having trouble with the electricity and would like to change the time for the booths to 2 p.m. to 7 p.m. but the festival will still go until 10 p.m.  She also stated that the gentleman that is setting up the stage for the bands will need to get in there around 8 a.m. so she wanted to know if they could close the street from 8 a.m. to 11 p.m. 
Mrs. Wilkinson asked where the stage would be.

Mrs. Wisman-Bennett replied on Bank Street by Ricke & Associates building.

Mr. Nash asked if the Carnegie Center is in accord.

Mrs. Wisman-Bennett replied yes and that she has been keeping Karen Gillenwater up to date on the events.
Mr. Thompson moved to approve the street closure of Bank Street between Elm and Spring Streets from 8 a.m. to 11 p.m. and the booths to run from 2 p.m. to 7 p.m., Mr. Nash second, all voted in favor.

Mrs. Wisman-Bennett stated that the ABC has required snow fencing since there is alcohol being served and asked if the city has that and if they could let them use it.
Mr. Thompson stated that shouldn’t be a problem because the fence will already be there for Live@Five.
Item #2 - Sandra Vargas with Product Specialties re: Requesting speed bump or slow traffic sign on McDonald Avenue
Ms. Vargas stated that she is the Health & Safety Coordinator with Product Specialties located at 2073 McDonald Avenue.  She requested that a crosswalk and slow traffic signs be installed because they have purchased the property across the street and now they have employees that go back and forth across the street.  She added that they also have forklift traffic that goes back and forth across the street.  She stated that they now feel there is a safety issue because the cars on that street don’t slow down until they get to the railroad tracks at the end of the street.  She then presented pictures of the area to the board.
Mr. Thompson stated that he has been out to look at the area and they can put in a crosswalk and a forklift crossing sign.
Mr. Thompson moved to approve installing of crosswalk with advance warning sign of the forklift crossing, Mr. Nash second, all voted in favor.
Item #3 - Alan Simmons and Vicky Brim re: Street closure in 100 block of E. Market St. for 3rd annual Breast Cancer Awareness 
Not Present.
Item #4 - John Rosenbarger re: McDonald Lane –INDOT LPA Agreement
Mr. Rosenbarger stated that it is an INDOT agreement to provide the funding for the right-of-way phase for McDonald Lane.  He stated that it is 80% federal and 20% local and he recommended approval. He added that they had the public hearing and it was really nicely attended and very successful.    

Mrs. Wilkinson asked if the first phase is the right-of-way and appraisal.

Mr. Rosenbarger stated that it is technically the second phase of right-of-way because the first phase is actually right-of-way engineering where you are producing the plats and descriptions and determining what right-of-way you actually need.   He stated that this is an appraisal to do a problem analysis first to see how complicated the appraisals are and then doing the field appraisals.  He said that the owners generate offers and then having a buyer present offers to actually purchase the right-of-way.  He said that this can be a variable number; there are estimates on what it might cost in total.  He also stated that there are 90 separate parcels involved.  
Mrs. Wilkinson asked if the board will have to approve the offers to purchase.

Mr. Rosenbarger stated that we can decide on that and do whatever you like but if we do that, we will have to have an executive session.  He suggested going with the review appraisal which means if you have a field appraisal then every appraisal gets reviewed for technical achievement and making sure they are consistent.  He added that at that point, you will have some confidence that you may not need to see every single offer.
Mr. Nash asked if there were any structures involved.

Mr. Rosenbarger replied no.
Mrs. Wilkinson stated that the public hearing was well attended and it seemed that most were generally very supportive of the project but of course, everyone wonders about the roundabouts.  
Mr. Nash asked where the roundabouts would be.

Mr. Rosenbarger stated that one will be at Oxford and the other will be at Hickory Vale.

Mr. Thompson stated that there is about 1,000 feet distance between them.
Mr. Nash moved to approve the Project Coordination Contract in the amount of $750,000 Federal Share EDS# A249-13-320135, Mr. Thompson second, all voted in favor.
Item #5 - INAWC re: Street cut permits at 341 E. 15th Street and 1144 West Street, 1684 Terry Lane and 2031 Maryland 
Mr. Thompson stated that they have already been done.
Mr. Nash moved to approve the street cut requests for 2031 Maryland, 1684 Terry Lane, 1144 West Street and 341 E. 15th Street, Mr. Thompson second, all voted in favor.
Item #6 - Mike Hughes with 7 Day Adventist Youth Group re: Collecting Bibles from neighborhoods for the jail 
Mr. Hughes stated that this is their third year to have Christmas Behind Bars and they would like to go neighborhoods to collect Bibles for the jail.  He stated that they would like to go to subdivisions by County Line Road and the subdivisions by IUS.  He explained that they would put a note and a bag on the doors of residents on September 15th to let them know that they will be coming back on September 22nd to collect Bibles if they have any that they would like to donate. 

Mr. Nash stated that this board does not have jurisdiction outside the city limits and that he would have to check with the county commissioners.

Mr. Hughes asked if he can’t get these subdivisions approved could they do other neighborhoods in the Daisy Lane area.

Mr. Nash replied that we have an ordinance regarding door to door solicitation and they would have to be in accordance with it.
Item #7 - Donna Robinson with St. Marks Church re: Alley closure between Market and Spring St during Harvest Homecoming October 10th thru the 14th 
Ms. Robinson stated that they have done this annually and would like to again close the alley between Market and Spring Streets that leads to their parking lot area where they rent parking spaces during the Harvest Homecoming.  She added that it helps with traffic control because it is a blind alley so they just close it.
Mr. Thompson stated that he would drop the barricades off for them.
Mr. Thompson moved to approve the request to close the alley between Market and Spring Streets during Harvest Homecoming October 10th through the 14th, Mrs. Wilkinson second, all voted in favor with the exception of Mr. Nash who abstained.
Item #8 - John Rosenbarger or Jim Silliman (JTL) re: Main Street Patching
Mr. Silliman stated that they submitted a letter addressing the concerns of Mr. Hawkins regarding the patches on Main Street.  He stated that Mr. Hawkins had questioned the monitoring of construction.  He explained that JTL had been contracted by the city to perform periodic construction inspection and they did so throughout the project which included the patching operations.  He said that Mr. Hawkins also questioned the specifications and the specifications that he addressed actually didn’t pertain to the work being done; they pertain to paving of whole streets not patching areas.  He stated that Mr. Hawkins’ other concern was quality of the patching and JTL attests that the quality was fine.  He added that Mr. Hawkins had proposed that this be taken care of as a warranty issue by the contractor and given that they found it to be of acceptable quality, they couldn’t have the contractor address it as a warranty issue. He said that 
MAC Construction did go out and modify the patch to help ease Mr. Hawkins and he is assuming that it worked.

Mrs. Wilkinson asked if they have heard from Mr. Hawkins since.

Mr. Silliman replied no.  

Mrs. Wilkinson stated for the record that Mr. Hawkins appears to be satisfied with the resolution of the issue.

Mr. Rosenbarger stated that they are planning an improvement project on Main Street and hope to have a neighborhood meeting in the next couple of months.  He stated that they are looking at what the length of the improvement will be and the details of it.  He also stated that it is based on a plan done by the Main Street Preservation Association.  He said that the patching was an interim situation and they are planning a comprehensive solution for that section of Main Street as well.
Mr. Nash asked about Grantline Road and if it is past completion date.

Mr. Rosenbarger replied that he has spoken with Mr. Brinkworth to solidify the absolute dates and thinks it is not.  He thinks it is a couple of days beyond what they intended to be done by the end of August.  He said the Mr. Brinkworth is looking at the exact number of days but he thinks they are well within their margin for the delays that were incorporated.  He added that all of the lanes are now open and they are anxious to get the paving done.
Mrs. Wilkinson asked if they would have something from Mr. Brinkworth next week.

Mr. Rosenbarger replied yes.  He stated that the paving will occur in the very near future as early as this week or next week at the latest.
Mrs. Wilkinson asked if the entrance to Pillsbury is being redone.
Mr. Rosenbarger replied yes and Mr. Brinkworth is coming up with a couple of minor modifications to get rid of the interior radius curb and blacktop at some savings.  He explained that they are looking at the possibility of moving that southward for a new entrance to the shopping center and talking to Pillsbury about their trucks coming off of Mt. Tabor Road. He said that is part of the issues that exist for final paving.
COMMUNICATIONS – PUBLIC:

Mr. Thomas stated that he was present to speak about two areas in the city that are safety hazards for drivers.  He stated that one of them is the alley that goes between Ekin Avenue and Beeler Street at Catherine Place and Cedar Bough.  He said that there is so much growth going over the side of the fence on the Beeler Street end that you cannot see traffic to turn onto the street and he feels it is a safety hazard.  He stated that on Grantline Road past the VFW there is a piece of steel that sits out over the curbing at the guardrail and his fender on his car was scratched and feels this is also a safety hazard.
Mr. Thompson stated that Mr. Messer had called him about these issues and he will check into them.

OLD BUSINESS: 
Item #1 - Potholes in the alley between McDonald’s and McDonald Lane
Mr. Thompson stated that they are still working on that area.
Item #2 - Upcoming project on W. Spring and Market St. between Scribner and 9th
Mr. Egerski stated that the initial meeting was on August 21st and he is now seeking approval for the project. 
Mr. Thompson stated that he would like to have a walk through and then he could bring it before the board next week.
Mr. Egerski stated that he had spoken with Mr. Thompson and Mr. Rosenbarger on improving a whole block of the sidewalks on E. 15th Street between Market and Grant Streets and wanted to get the status on that.  He added that it would be a joint expenditure. 

Mr. Thompson stated that he would have to check with Mr. Rosenbarger on this issue.

Mr. Egerski stated that there are a few inside meters left on the project that they are working right now on Spring and Elm Streets and he wanted to know who he would need to talk to about getting permission to move those meters outside. 

Mr. Nash stated that Mr. Rosenbarger would be a good place to start. 
Item #3 - Thomas Sturgeon re: Code enforcement issues
Mr. Thompson stated that code enforcement has cited some of the areas and the street department did some work in the alley cutting the overgrowth back.
Item #4- Teresa Fisher re: Loud tone in air conditioning system at old Silver Street School
Mr. Thompson stated that he sat in front of her home and he could hear a light noise but he went behind the church and it was very loud.  
Mr. Nash stated that we have a noise ordinance and if it is in accordance with it then there is nothing that can be done about it.
Mr. Thompson stated that he would get in touch with the church to see if they can take care of it.  
TABLED ITEMS:


COMMUNICATIONS - CITY OFFICIALS:

Mr. Hall stated that Mr. Sturgeon did contact the office about the stray cats and they tried to assist him with the situation.  He said that he explained to Mr. Sturgeon that they use stay-alive traps to catch the strays and he agreed to put one on his property but when it came time to do it, his gate was locked.  He stated that they then contacted him to see if he could leave the gate unlocked or if they could meet him there and Mr. Sturgeon thought that was too much work and didn’t want to be involved with capturing the animals that way.
Mr. Nash stated that the he thought the board should acknowledge the passing of Mr. Richard Bliss and Mr. Richard Pruitt and their many years of service to city.
Mr. Thompson stated that Scribner Drive is being paved today and Pearl Street will be paved tomorrow.
BIDS:

CLAIMS:

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

Mr. Thompson moved to approve August 28, 2012 Regular Meeting Minutes as corrected, Mrs. Wilkinson second, all voted in favor.
ADJOURN:
There being no further business before the board, the meeting adjourned at 10:50 a.m.
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