A MEETING OF THE BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS & SAFETY OF THE CIVIL CITY OF NEW ALBANY, INDIANA, WAS HELD IN THE THIRD FLOOR ASSEMBLY ROOM AT THE CITY/COUNTY BUILDING ON TUESDAY, OCTOBER 23, 2012 AT 10:00 A.M.
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Suellen Wilkinson, Warren Nash and Mickey Thompson

ALSO PRESENT:  Ms. Prestigiacomo, Chris Gardner, David Duggins, Major Whitlow, Deputy Fire Chief Gadd, David Brewer, David Hall
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:

NEW BUSINESS:
Item #1 – IN-AWC re: Street cut request at 214 Lyon Lane, 736 Boiling Springs, 1851 McDonald Lane, 262 Cherry Street, Cherry Street & Hildreth Street 
Mr. Thompson stated that the repairs are finished but the streets haven’t been put back yet. 
Mr. Thompson motioned to approve, Mr. Nash second, all voted in favor. 

Item #2 - Maximo with Vectren re: Sidewalk cut at 1320 E. Elm St. and Street cut at 329 Ealy St.
Rod Lee stated that they are tearing the houses down and they need to retire these lines.

Mr. Thompson motioned to approve the sidewalk cut at 1320 E. Elm Street and street cut at 329 Ealy Street, Mr. Nash second, all voted in favor. 
Item #3 - David Duggins re: Contract for Little League Baseball Complex and Skatepark
Mr. Duggins presented the board with a contract from Cripe Engineers in the amount of $11,000.00 for design work that is to be paid for out of EDIT’s contractual services. He explained that this is a preliminary first contract and the agreement will grow with the scope of the project. 
Mr. Nash moved to approve the contract with Cripe, Mr. Thompson second, all voted in favor.

Item #4 - City of New Albany Trunk or Treat event at the Riverfront on October 27, 2012 from 2:00 p.m. until 9:30 p.m.

Mrs. Wilkinson moved to approve, Mr. Nash second, all voted in favor.
COMMUNICATIONS – PUBLIC:
Don Riley, 620 W. 7th Street, stated that he is trying to get handicap parking in front of his home on a concrete slab that has been there for years.  He explained that he has a double driveway but many cars in his home. He stated that Mr. Hines keeps giving him tickets and he has a five foot easement next to the street and he doesn’t understand why there is a problem with this.   

Mr. Thompson stated that it should be tabled until Mr. Speights is present. He explained that while he doesn’t want to speak for Mr. Speights, he does think he is of the opinion that the area being referenced is the city’s property not Mr. Riley’s 
Mr. Nash asked if he had a survey of his property.
Mr. Riley stated that he does not. 

This item was tabled until the next meeting. 
Mr. Kleehamer, 32 Woodrow, stated that one of his issues is with neighborhood properties on Woodrow Avenue and he has been working with Mr. Brewer to get some of these issues resolved and thanked Mr. Brewer for his help. He stated that at the corner of Woodrow and Spring there is a property that has several problems including a garage that needs repaired that is a safety hazard. He explained that the house was full of cats and just looking through the windows they could see 49 cats and when it gets hot, the stench is terrible.  He stated that the cats are no longer there but he doesn’t know if it was taken care of by animal control or if they just left because it has gotten colder but he is worried about that it will happen again this spring when it turns warm again. He stated that there are some questions to the capacity of the person that is living there and he isn’t sure who owns the property but they are concerned about the short term fixes and if they are going to continue to have these issues again. He stated that he was told that New Albany doesn’t have any regulations on the number of cats being housed at one location and he has talked with Mr. Greg Phipps who has agreed to take this issue before the City Council. He explained that there is some question about whether or not the utilities are on at this location because they have seen her carrying large quantities of water into her home and they were told that someone has seen her using the bathroom in her back yard. 
Mrs. Wilkinson stated that it sounds like Social Services might need to be called. 
Mr. Brewer stated that the Health Department was out at the location as well as himself and the conditions of the location were really awful because she was dumping the soiled cat litter outside her house on her property. He explained that she did get written up for her violations and was given five days to clean up and she did pass the inspections with the Heath Department. He stated that he didn’t want to settle for that because he does think if they work together they can get to a long term solution for these issues instead of a short term fix. He explained that it appears that if her parents are on the deep and they have been cited for several issues and they have taken some steps to rectify several of the issues and they continue to take more steps to get this issue taken care of for the community. He stated that the possibility of her having to vacate the property is real and they may end up having to go to court but he hopes it doesn’t come to this. 
Mr. Kleehamer stated that he would like to see some oversight by the property owners to come in a check to see what is going on. 
Mr. Brewer stated that they are working hard on the issues and trying to give her reasonable time to take care of all the problems. 
Mrs. Wilkinson stated that it appears that she needs assistance with her health issues and wonders if Social Services should be called to check on her.
Major Whitlow stated that there is an adult protective service that may be able to help.
Mr. Hall stated they are aware of the situation and are working with the tools that they have to help alleviate the problems. 

Mr. Brewer stated that he thinks if he just had a couple of more weeks then he thinks that they will see an improvement. 
Mr. Kleehamer stated that he knows that Mr. Brewer is very busy and he was worried about putting the burden of the animal and public health issues on him and if he would be able to resolve them. 

Mr. Brewer stated that it is something that they are working very hard to move forward on this and they will continue to work with them until it is all cleared up. 

Mr. Kleehamer thanked Mr. Brewer for all of his help. 

Mrs. Wilkinson asked Mr. Brewer to stay on top of this issue and stay in touch with the neighbors as well as the board.  

Mr. Kleehamer stated that there is a problem with speeding coming off the ramp to Spring Street and asked if they could pick up patrol in that area to slow the traffic down. 
Major Whitlow stated that they just added another officer to traffic so he will see if he can get someone in that area. 

Mr. Kleehamer explained that they need some white markings on the street again at the four and two way stops since they were paved over and it is a real hazard.  He stated that they haven’t seen a street cleaner on the street in weeks and would like the signs to be taken down if they are not going to sweep because the neighbors are following the rules and the cleaner isn’t coming through.  He explained that they need to do something about people raking leaves in the street and holding people responsible for mowing their alleys and keeping them up.
Mr. Thompson stated that they did issue a press release asking people to put their leaves in bags. 

Mrs. Wilkinson stated that they should get that on the city website. 

Mr. Kleehamer asked if maybe they could get it on the sewer bills. He asked about the rumor that in a year all the hazardous waste recycling would be concentrated in Galena. He stated that this is a very bad idea because people aren’t going to drive all the way out there to recycle these things. 
Mr. Nash stated that they are still taking household hazardous waste on Saturday’s on West 8th Street. 
Mrs. Wilkinson stated that the Goodwill will take computer monitors and recycle them. 
Mr. Kleehamer stated that to move this out of New Albany makes no sense to him. He stated that at one time the Street Department had a truck and if someone in the community had an old shed or something they wanted to tear down they could call and have that truck brought to the home to load up. 

Mr. Thompson stated that they used to spot box cars but they haven’t done that for years.

Mr. Brewer stated that it is something that he is looking into. 
Mr. Nash stated that there are solid waste dumpsters at Grant Line School on Saturday’s until 1:00 p.m. and at Northside Church from 10:00-6:00 p.m. on Friday’s.

Mr. Stumler stated that he just came out to support the Woodrow neighborhood and Mr. Finn and was ready to speak if he needed to and thanked the board for hearing all of their concerns.
Charles Harshfield 1116 E. Elm spoke regarding a request that was granted to Charles Thompson to have a side driveway at 415 E. 11th Street. He presented photos to the board and explained that Mr. Thompson had dug out his front yard and side drive to put in concrete before he was stopped by the city and now he is being given permission to do this one the side. He stated that they don’t have a personal vendetta against this man but this isn’t what is right for their neighborhood as a whole and it is very unsightly. He explained that Mr. Thompson has now put gravel out in this area and that he was told by Mr. Teives that he could do this. 
Mr. Thompson stated that he was with Mr. Teives when he went out to the property and they told Charles Thompson that in no way would they allow concrete there and he would not be allowed to park where he is blocking the sidewalk. 


Mr. Harshfield stated that he is still blocking the sidewalk and even parking on the sidewalk and they waited years to get sidewalks in this area and they do not want to see them ruined by anyone. He explained that if he is allowed to continue doing this they are setting an example that residents do not have to follow the rules. 
Mr. Brewer asked Mr. Harshfield to contact him in the future and that he will make sure they are taking every complaint seriously. 
Jerry Finn presented the board with a Google map that shows where Clean & Green would like to put planters.  He stated that they will go mostly on the corner of streets and some at the corner of alley and they have a group of volunteers who are going to fill them and plant them on the next beautification day on November 17th.  He stated that they are also going to work on the bump outs and planting some foliage around these and Grant Line nursery is giving them the plants at close to cost.
Mr. Thompson stated that he would like to take this under advisement so that he can look at each area. 
Mr. Finn stated that he and Mr. Stumler would be happy to go out with them as well. 
Mr. Dickey stated that he thinks that it needs to be looked at by the Tree Board as well after the controversy with the Bicentennial Park.  

Mrs. Wilkinson stated that they may want to ask Mr. Streips to go with them when they go out to look at these areas and they can bring it back to the next meeting. She explained that she thinks it is a great idea and she hopes that they can get it worked out. 
Phil Benson stated that the bump outs on State Street are and eyesore and they are not maintained.
Mr. Thompson stated that there was some work done and contact made with businesses in front of the bump outs but he doesn’t’ know how far this has gotten. 


Mr. Benson stated that if the new ones are going to be like the old ones, they will look awful. He stated that the ones that are in Jeffersonville are beautiful but ours look nothing like those. 
Mrs. Wilkinson stated that he understands his issues and this is something they need to keep working towards. 
OLD BUSINESS: 
Item #1 - Drainage issues between McDonald’s and McDonald Lane
Mr. Thompson stated that Mr. Lahanis is looking into this. 
Item #2 - Handicapped parking in front of city-county building
Mr. Thompson stated that there are two handicap spots in front of the building and he did speak to Mr. Wood about this but there are no ramps where they want to move them to. 
Mr. Wood stated that the American’s Disability Act required that handicap parking be on the shortest available route to an assessable entrance to a building and there are some spaces out front and none are on an assessable route to the entrance and he would recommend that they do some restructuring of the sidewalks to meet these requirements. He stated that they have a total of 4 handicap spaces and that meets the requirements for the number that they should have for the building but they just need to restructure the ramping on the sidewalk
Mr. Thompson stated that this something that his department can take care of. 
Mr. Brewer stated that he thinks this needs to be coordinated with the Building Authority because the building is required to have these spots and they may need to kick in some funds to help out on this project.
Mr. Nash agreed and stated that they need to coordinate with the Building Authority. 
TABLED ITEMS:


COMMUNICATIONS - CITY OFFICIALS:
Mr. Brewer stated that Duke is going to paint poles tomorrow and wanted permission to block off the parking lane in front of the building from 8:00-4:00 p.m. He updated that the board on the old print shop building and explained that an engineer went through the location and so far everything is okay and the next step is to hire a contractor to get the front redone and then work his way around the building. 
Mr. Thompson stated that the City was contacted by Ms. Bridgewater with Youth Count and Floyd County was named one of the 100 Best Communities for Young People and this is the second year they have been awarded this honor. She requested that this sign be placed in the city at the State or Spring Street entry and he explained that the city is currently looking at the Spring Street entrance and she wanted to have that included in the restructure. 
Mr. Nash moved to approve the installation at Spring Street and State Street entrances subject to state approval, Mr. Thompson second, all voted in favor.

BIDS:

CLAIMS:
Mrs. Prestigiacomo presented the following claims for 9/28/12 to 10/25/2012 for approval that included the following:
General Claims



$151.029.43

Fire Department



$ 12,142.08
Police Department                       

$ 28,512.63
Street Department



$ 12,742.44
Parks Department



$ 18,012.13
Redevelopment



$652,694.75

Medical Drug Fund



$1,121.76

Payroll Claims


  
         
$1,748,464.69

Sanitation Fund 



$190,994.76

Total from above


       
$2,593.275.96

Utility Claims




$913,143.77

Utility Claims




$324,796.06

Total




        
$4,053.654.50

Trunk or Treat claim for Kaisers 

$2,000.00
Jeff Reed Logging for tree removal 

$2,800.00.

Mr. Nash moved to approve the claims, Mr. Thompson second, all voted in favor.  

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

Mr. Nash motioned to approve the October 16, 2012 Regular Meeting Minutes, Mr. Thompson second, all voted in favor.
ADJOURN:
There being no further business before the board, the meeting adjourned at 11:30 a.m.

___________________________


____________________________

Suellen Wilkinson, President



Vicki Glotzbach, City Clerk
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