A MEETING OF THE BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS & SAFETY OF THE CIVIL CITY OF NEW ALBANY, INDIANA, WAS HELD IN THE THIRD FLOOR ASSEMBLY ROOM AT THE CITY/COUNTY BUILDING ON TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 3, 2013 AT 10:00 A.M.

PRESENT: Mickey Thompson, member and Cheryl Cotner, member. Warren V. Nash, president, was not present.
OTHERS PRESENT:  Chris Gardner, Michael Hall, Deputy Fire Chief Gadd, Police Chief Knight, Major Whitlow, Colonel Pennell, Stan Robison, Linda Moeller, John Burger, David Hall, Alicia Meredith, Trent Baker, Jessica Campbell and Vicki Glotzbach

CALL TO ORDER:

Mr. Thompson called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m.
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:

NEW BUSINESS:
Item #1 - Neace Lukens re: renewal of health insurance
Dana Cooper discussed the health insurance renewal proposal that includes health, vision, dental, life and Medicare supplement.  She explained that the original renewal was 14% increase but they got it lowered to 11% with a 16 month guarantee. She stated that they will begin renewing on January 1st starting in 2015. She explained that there will be no plan changes other than increases to benefits. 
Mr. Robison stated that the legal department has reviewed this and are happy with it.
Ms. Cotner moved to approve, Mr. Thompson second, motion carries.

Ms. Cooper stated that the next item they have is the basic life and voluntary life and explained that they renewed with no increase and this would get the City through January 1, 2015.  She explained that the vision was increased by 5.5% and is through December 31, 2015, dental was increased by 4.2% and is through December 31, 2015, and Medicare advantage was increased by 13.6%.
Item #2 - Stephanie Breger with Salon B re: Approval to hang business sign
Ms. Breger stated that she needs to get approval to hang her sign in front of Salon b. She explained that the sign would be 10 feet off the ground and was told that she had to come to the board with the specs. 
Ms. Cotner moved to take it under advisement until the Building Department approves it, Mr. Thompson second, motion carries.
Item #3 - Randy Sikes for Rob Sartell re: Street closure on 10th St. on September 18th & 19, 2013 for maintenance repairs
Mr. Sartell requested street closure on 10th Street on September 18th and 19th for maintenance repairs from 7:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.  He explained that they have “road closed” signs on the north side of West 10th Street as well as “road closed ahead” signs on Main Street. He stated that Flood Control will be able to access their property through the south entrance. 
Ms. Cotner moved to approve, Mr. Thompson second, motion carries.
Item #4 - Vicki Glotzbach re: Public Hearing for the Mt. Tabor Road Project at Mt. Tabor Elementary School on September 10th from 6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.
Mrs. Glotzbach explained that Mr. Rosenbarger scheduled a Public Hearing on September 10th at the Mt. Tabor Elementary School Cafeteria from 6-8 p.m. to discuss the Mt. Tabor Road Project and wanted her to bring this to the board’s attention. 
Item #5 - John Pendleton re: Street cut permit for underground wiring from Spring St. to Slate Run, finishing on Grantline Rd. 
John Pendleton stated that it is all boring that will go up Slate Run Road with part of it being overhead. 
Mr. Thompson explained that they have been working with Mr. Pendleton and reviewing his work for fiber optics to run to IUS. He stated that the City requested a few stipulations and they have agreed to those requests. He stated that while these are bores and they don’t need to cut into the street if he has to cut into any of the sidewalks he will have to come back to the board. 
Ms. Cotner moved to approve the permit for underground wiring for IUS, Mr. Thompson second, motion carries. 
COMMUNICATIONS – PUBLIC:
Stephen Crim requested a lift permit at 1503 E. Market Street for two weeks from today to do some work on his house and to put up Christmas lights.  

Mr. Thompson asked how long he anticipates having it.
Mr. Crim stated one half day or less. 
Ms. Cotner moved to approve, Mr. Thompson second, motion carries. 
Patricia Watts passed around photos to the board of the areas in questions and stated that she has lived on Ekin for 36 years. She stated that there are a lot more rentals in the area now than in the past and they are having issues on the 800 block with overgrown trees, yards and trash. She explained that most of the property is owned by Ronal Joshua McCool but the tax information has an address of for Jesse Ballew Enterprises. She explained that she doesn’t know if these individuals have some pull in the city because she can’t get anything done with the properties and was told by Code Enforcement that there is nothing that can be done because these properties are in tax sale.  She asked for help from the board or some direction on what to do next. 
John Burger stated that Mr. Brewer is working on a comprehensive plan for these problems but it is difficult because the property is in tax sale.
Ms. Watts stated that she just can’t get any help and she can’t believe that the City would let this go on without doing something about it. 
Mr. Thompson stated that as Mr. Burger said they do have some ongoing issues with Mr. McCool so they will continue to work with the Building Commissioners office to resolve all of the issues. 
Sam Reed requested a street cut permit for Vectren Energy at 45 E. 6th street for a retirement.
Ms. Cotner moved to approve, Mr. Thompson second, motion carries.

Charlie Harshfield spoke to the board regarding an issue at 1109 E. Elm Street.  He presented pictures to the board of five trees in front of that property and explained that his neighbor is an amputee and he can no longer use his parking space because they hang over the street and when the buds fall from the tree they fall and become slippery. He stated that he knows they have a Tree Board but that they have no money do remove these so he asked if the City could take out the trees or at least trim the trees back so they don’t hang out over the street. 
Mr. Thompson stated that this would fall under the Tree Board and there have been some issues taking care of the trees around the City. He stated that he would have to come out and look at it and they might be able to do something but he would have to get the Tree Board involved to make sure it is safe. He stated that he really needs to go before the Tree Board so that their arborist can take a look at it and if it is in the City right-of-way then the homeowner is not allowed to go out and trim it without the Tree Board’s permission.  
Mr. Dickey suggested that Mr. Harshfield see Mr. Streips so that he can get in touch with Mr. Mills who is the arborist to go check out the trees and recommended that he come to the Tree Board meeting to discuss the problem.
Crystal Reardon-Miller presented a drawing to the board for the tent they would like to put in the parking lot behind her business during Harvest Homecoming.
Police Chief Knight stated that they will need to have adequate security to be approved. explained that it will have to be fenced in, have someone there to count the customers, have proper permits, they will have to have adequate security and it will have to be approved by the Police Department, and the music volume will have to go to a reasonable level after 10:00 p.m. 
Ms. Cotner moved to approve the request by Café 27 contingent upon the Police and Fire Department stipulations, Mr. Thompson second, all voted in favor. 
OLD BUSINESS:
Item #1 - Rob Beckmann with Windstream re: Underground fiber installation
Mr. Thompson stated that they are going to get with the state to find out whether it is theirs or the City’s so this needs to stay on the agenda. 
TABLED ITEMS:
COMMUNICATIONS - CITY OFFICIALS:
BIDS:
CLAIMS:
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

Ms. Cotner moved to approve the August 27, 2013 Regular Meeting Minutes, Mr. Thompson second, motion carries.
ADJOURN:
There being no further business before the board, the meeting adjourned at 10:45 a.m.

____________________________


_____________________________

Mickey Thompson, Vice President


Vicki Glotzbach, City Clerk
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