A MEETING OF THE BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS & SAFETY OF THE CIVIL CITY OF NEW ALBANY, INDIANA, WAS HELD IN THE THIRD FLOOR ASSEMBLY ROOM AT THE CITY/COUNTY BUILDING ON TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 19, 2013 AT 10:00 A.M.

PRESENT: Mickey Thompson, member, Cheryl Cotner, member, Warren V. Nash, president.

OTHERS PRESENT:  David Hall, Linda Moeller, John Burger, Alicia Meredith, Major Whitlow, Colonel Pennell, Jessica Campbell, Trent Baker, David Brewer, Stan Robison, Fire Marshal Koehler and Vicki Glotzbach

CALL TO ORDER:

Mr. Nash called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:

NEW BUSINESS:
Item #1 - Susan Harrison re: Dumpster Permit Request 428 East 6th Street 
Ms. Harrison stated that she is a new resident in the city and is trying to restore her residence and requested a dumpster permit to dispose of the debris. 

Mr. Nash asked how many days she would need it.

Ms. Harrison stated about 5 days.

Mr. Thompson asked if she would put it in the front of the house.
Ms. Harrison replied yes because there is a shed in the back of the house so there isn’t any room. 

Mr. Nash asked what the dates were that she would be using the dumpster.

Ms. Harrison replied that she is hoping at the end of this week or the first of next week at the latest.
Mr. Thompson moved to approve the dumpster permit for 428 East 6th Street, Ms. Cotner second, motion carries. 

Item #2 - Perry Parsons, Janet Page & Dr. Snyder, School Administrator re: Thanking Board for speed limit signs and to request rumble strips
Dr. Snyder stated that they do appreciate what the city has done but there was an incident a few weeks ago and when something happens like that happens, they sit down to see what can be done.  He said that Vincennes Street is a busy place and people are not always cognizant to pedestrian traffic.  He also thanked the board for lowering the speed limit.
Ms. Page stated that there have been two incidents in the last six months and they would like to work with the city to do whatever they can on their end to keep the kids as safe as they can and to make it a situation where drivers feel comfortable traveling that area of Vincennes Street.
Officer Parsons stated that they need something to change the driver’s attention to the school zone that they are entering.  He mentioned that they had thought about possibly having rumble strips installed.  He said that the 20 mph signs are up but within less than 100 yards of those, the 30 mph signs are still up.  He said that they would like to remove the signs and replace them with school zone signs with flashing lights.

Mr. Thompson stated that he thinks that rumble strips could be a problem because they make so much noise.
Mr. Nash stated that he doesn’t see a problem with removing the 30 mph signs but the rumble strips could be a problem.
Mr. Thompson moved to take down 30 mph signs and replace with school zone signs and to take rumble strips under advisement, Ms. Cotner second, motion carries.

Item #3 - Donna Applegate re: Parking Blood Drive Bus on Lincoln Avenue

Ms. Applegate stated that this a critical time for collecting blood and they are going to have a blood drive at Family Video the day after Thanksgiving and are worried that they will not have enough space to park the Blood Drive Bus in the parking lot.  She asked that they have permission to park the bus on Lincoln Avenue between the hours of 2:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m. on Friday, November 29th.  She stated that it will not impede traffic.
Mr. Thompson stated that there aren’t any “No Parking” signs there.
Mr. Nash stated that she does not need anything from the board.

Item #4 - IN-AWC re: Street Cut Permits for 805 Captain Frank Road and 1503 Vine Street.
Mr. Thompson stated that they have both already been done.

Mr. Thompson moved to approve, Ms. Cotner second, motion carries.

Item #5 - Clayton Pace re: Street Cut Permit request at 718 Academy Drive
Mr. Pace stated that he is with CBC Construction and they already did the soft cut on Academy Drive and wasn’t aware that they needed a street cut permit so he is present to request the permit.  He presented a drawing to the board to review.
Mr. Nash asked if they were going to close the road at any time.

Mr. Pace replied no.  He stated that he has been in contact with the principal of the school and as soon as he gets the permit, he will coordinate with him because it is such a busy street for the school.   
Mr. Thompson stated that the drawing shows 1 inch of surface and it should be 1 ½ inches.
Mr. Pace asked if he wanted surface or binder.  He said that they would do it either way but figured that it would be binder because that is the course out there.

Mr. Thompson stated that he has not been back out to look at it.
Mr. Nash asked if the fire department had any problem with it.

Fire Marshal Koehler said that they met with him the other day.
Mr. Thompson moved to approve with the stipulation that he will check to see if it is binder or surface so that it will be put back to match, Ms. Cotner second, motion carries.

Item #6 - Eric Feree or Rob Phillpot for Vectren re: 610 E Spring St-Alley Closure,  507 W Main St-Sidewalk Cut, 503-505 W Main St-Sidewalk Cut, 519 W Main St-Sidewalk Cut, 513 W Main St-Alley Cut and 1807 Cliffwood Court-Sidewalk Cut
Mr. Feree stated that 610 E. Spring Street is actually an alley closing due to repair so they are requesting that the alley be closed for about three or four days.
Mr. Thompson moved to approve the above cuts and closing of the alley between 6th and 7th Streets, Ms. Cotner second, motion carries.
COMMUNICATIONS – PUBLIC:
Ms. Ferber (2032 E. Oak Street) stated that she is present to ask that the apartment building across the street from her on the corner of Oak Street and Silver Street be torn down.  She stated that it has been a source of fear in the neighborhood as long as she can remember.  She added that it did catch on fire.

Mr. Nash asked if it is in use now as apartments.

Ms. Ferber replied no and stated that there was a fire that she believes was caused by a meth lab in the garage so it is now boarded up.  She added that they want the building torn down because it should’ve never been an apartment building to begin with.   
Ms. Gardner (2024 E. Oak Street) stated that the police were at the apartment building every other day.  She stated that it was odd that the people in the building were evicted and then the building burned.  She added that she heard that a landlord from Chicago wants to buy it and they can’t even get the landlord that has it now to call them back.  She said she is very concerned and wants the building condemned and torn down or make it into a business.

Mr. Greenleaf (2019 E. Oak Street) stated that he lives about six houses down from the apartment building and there is not enough room there for an apartment building and it operated like a slum building.  He said that there is no front or back yard and people would sit out in front of it on dilapidated furniture.  He stated that there is no room to put the garbage cans in the alley so they put them on the street and it is a constant eyesore.  He said that now since it has burned, we have the opportunity to address the problems. He also said that he would like for zoning to look into it.   
Mr. Brewer stated that he agrees that it is a concern and he is working on it and will check into zoning to make sure that it is conforming with the zoning laws.  He said that they do have it secured and he knows that the insurance company has been in and out checking things and the fire department had to get their investigation done. He stated that they have not received any applications for permits or anything but he will have to check the grandfathering status since it has burned.  He also said that he will keep them abreast of what is going on but he is still waiting on the ownership part of it to see what is going to happen.

Mr. Nash asked if the building is secured now.

Mr. Brewer replied yes.

Mr. Nash asked if it is a total loss.
Mr. Brewer stated that the back section is for sure and according to the state of Indiana it is condemnable.
Mr. Copperwaite presented two plats for the board to approve and sign.  He stated that one was for Graybrook Grove Subdivision and the other is for Chase Commons.  He said that they were approved by the plan commission.  He also stated that Chase Commons is in the county right now but will be annexed into the city on January 1st.  

Mr. Thompson asked if the plan commission has given a favorable recommendation for both of them.
Mr. Copperwaite replied yes but they won’t sign until everyone else has.

Mr. Nash asked if they have been approved by the sewer board.

Mr. Copperwaite replied yes but they did ask him to make a change to Chase Commons to add another sewer easement which he has done.  He said that he has to go back next Wednesday for their signatures on Chase Commons but they have signed Graybrook Grove.
Mr. Thompson moved to take the plats for Chase Commons and Graybrook Grove under advisement, Ms. Cotner second, motion carries.

Ms. Mayberry (2417 Mary Ann Drive) stated that she has lived in her house for 46 years in the cul de sac and years ago there was a creek running through which the city filled in and put in a guard rail to prevent people from driving through.  She said that people are driving around the guard rail so she would like to have the guard rail extended so that they can’t drive around it.
Mr. Thompson apologized because he did meet with her and her neighbor in the spring regarding this issue.  He said that they did call in locates but they didn’t get the guard rail extended.
Mr. Thompson moved to approve extension of the guard rail on Ross Avenue, Ms. Cotner second, motion carries.
OLD BUSINESS:
Item #1 - Alleyway cleared at 514 E. Elm St.
Mr. Thompson stated that this item needs to stay on the agenda.

Item #2 - Street Light on utility pole at 3110 Murr Lane
Mr. Thompson stated that he hasn’t gotten out to Murr Lane to check that out yet.
Item #3 – Drop off/Pick up zone on Spring Street near Vincennes Street

Mr. Thompson stated that he met with Mr. Bliss regarding the signage that he requested last week on Spring Street.  He said that they could help them out by designating a parking zone in front of the cleaner’s for a 10 minute pick up and drop off sign.
Mr. Thompson moved to approve the 10 minute pick up/drop off zone on Spring Street near Vincennes Street, Ms. Cotner second, motion carries.
TABLED ITEMS:

COMMUNICATIONS - CITY OFFICIALS:
Mr. Brewer stated that they are working diligently on demolitions.
Mr. Nash asked when they will start.

Mr. Brewer replied hopefully in about 30 days.  He said they have about 30 on paper right now that they will either get fixed up or torn down.
Mr. Nash asked Ms. Meredith how the bonfire went.
Ms. Meredith stated that the bonfire was perfect except for the rain so they had to call it short about 1 ½ hours in.  She said that all of the people involved in the set up did a great job and was a huge help.  
Mr. Thompson stated that Mr. Pace is checking with the county to see if they can use Community Park as their access during construction so that there wouldn’t be an issue with the school.
Mr. Pace stated that he was waiting until after this meeting so he will now contact Mr. Jeffers.
Mr. David Hall stated that they are getting ready for the 36 hour adopt-a-thon which will take place December 5th and 6th and then they move right in to their Homes for the Holidays event. He said that he is hopeful that they will clear the shelter of adoptable animals.
BIDS:

CLAIMS:

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
Ms. Cotner moved to approve the November 12, 2013 regular meeting minutes, Mr. Thompson second, motion carries. 
ADJOURN:

There being no further business before the board, the meeting adjourned at 10:50 a.m.

____________________________


_____________________________

Warren Nash, President
       


Vicki Glotzbach, City Clerk
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