A MEETING OF THE BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS & SAFETY OF THE CIVIL CITY OF NEW ALBANY, INDIANA, WAS HELD IN THE THIRD FLOOR ASSEMBLY ROOM AT THE CITY/COUNTY BUILDING ON TUESDAY, MARCH 4, 2014 AT 10:00 A.M.

PRESENT: Mickey Thompson, member, Cheryl Cotner, member and Warren V. Nash, president. 

OTHERS PRESENT:  Linda Moeller, Alicia Meredith, Chris Gardner, Michael Hall, Jessica Campbell, David Hall, Fire Marshal Koehler, Fire Chief Juliot, Deputy Fire Chief Gadd, Trent Baker, Stan Robison, David Brewer, David Duggins and Vicki Glotzbach

CALL TO ORDER:

Mr. Nash called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m.  

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:

NEW BUSINESS:

Item #1 - Steve Triplett, TSI re: Update on Reno Storm Water Project
Mr. Triplett stated that last week they were still in the intersection of Silver and Market but that intersection is now open.  He said that it is presently closed between Jay and Silver on Market for local access only and also closed on Market from Silver to Best and will remain that way until the 19th of March. He stated that they then should be going up Best off Market and Market will be back to normal traffic.  He also said that he will come back to update the board on the 18th of March.  He explained that they have one more side drain box between Jay and Market that will probably be installed in the next three or four days so after that is in, that section will open up immediately.  He added that the biggest impact there will be between now and the time he comes back on the 18th will be from Silver to Best on Market.
Item #2 - Brad Striegel re: Park bench at old bus stop on corner of Vincennes and Elm St. 
Ms. Cotner explained that Mr. Striegel called last week and was going to come in on behalf of a business located there.  She said that he was requesting that the benches at the old bus stop be removed because the bus doesn’t stop there any longer and there are some questionable individuals that keep company there.  She also told him that he needed to bring something in stating that the bus doesn’t run there anymore.
Item #3 - David Duggins re: Comprehensive Traffic Corridor Study
Mr. Duggins stated that he is present on behalf of Redevelopment Commission to ask for the board’s approval to hire Speck & Associates, LLC for the comprehensive corridor traffic plan for basically all of the downtown area.  He said that it will begin roughly at Beharrell to interstate 265 on Spring including all of the downtown grid of Oak, Market and the one-way streets past the west end.  He also said that plan is to begin immediately and will be finished up in August.  He stated that the total corridor comprehensive plan for the area has steps to include the federal funding aid that we have through Redevelopment for traffic calming and construction of any one-way or two-way areas in the area and will coordinate with that program.  He said that Mr. Speck is a nationally known expert in the field and was in for a luncheon presentation a couple of weeks ago and was very prepared with pictures, ideas for the downtown area and some suggestions for the downtown grid.  

Mr. Nash asked if this plan takes into consideration the effects on traffic when the bridges are completed.
Mr. Duggins replied that the plan will incorporate what is perceived to be an increase in traffic because of the bridges and the tolling scenario and all of the recommendations that he makes will not negatively impact the capacity that we have now.  He stated that the capacity that we have now will be kept the same or increased for the area.
Mr. Nash asked if there will be involvement with the public along the way.
Mr. Duggins stated that he will be here a total of six times and in those times we will have public meetings so the public will have plenty of opportunities to voice their input and concerns.  

Mr. Nash asked about the implementation and if there is federal money involved.

Mr. Duggins replied yes, there is $2.1M federal funding that has an 80/20 match so we will be putting about $400,000.00 of our own money so there will be $2.5M to implement these recommendations that we get out of this plan.   

Mr. Nash asked if the study fee is $75,000.00. 
Mr. Duggins replied yes, which is well within what we expected to pay.
Mr. Thompson moved to approve the comprehensive traffic corridor study with Speck and Associates, LLC in the amount of $75,000.00 to be completed in August, 2014, Ms. Cotner second, motion carries.

Item #4 - Irv Stumler re: Additional planters and licensed applicator for weed and grass control
Mr. Stumler stated they are going to replant the 60 planters with pansies next Wednesday and Thursday if the weather looks like it will not go below 20 degrees again.  He said that they plan to do a downtown cleanup on April 12th and would like to coordinate with the street sweeping group because the National Historic Society is going to be here that following weekend.
Mr. Duggins stated that the 12th would be after the event so Mr. Stumler should probably do the cleanup the weekend before which would be Saturday, April 5th.

Mr. Thompson stated that the sweepers would have to be scheduled during the week.  He said that Mr. Ham had started getting them out when the weather was a little nicer to get a jump on it.
Mr. Stumler said that during Derby week they will be doing more cleanup and then after that they want to place another 42 planters at the locations in the city that he presented last week and asked the board for approval.  He added that the majority of them are on Scribner and Vincennes.
Mr. Thompson stated that there were a couple of complaints that he hasn’t looked into yet.  He said that there were a couple of complaints of not being able to get to the button on pedestrian crosswalks and the building commissioner had a couple of issues with egress to some buildings.
Mr. Nash stated that he would like to address those before the board approves any others.
Mr. Stumler stated that he understands but he would like to have approval in time to get the planters and plants in because they would like to place them in the middle of May. He asked Mr. Thompson if he had a list and if they could meet to go out and take a look at those.

Mr. Thompson stated that he would get in touch with him.

Mr. Stumler stated that he wanted to discuss treating weeds and grass in sidewalks, curbs, etc.  He said that Mr. Thompson’s crew did a pretty good job last year but the best method to control grass and weeds is to put a herbicide on it by a licensed applicator and we are ready to do that and will pay for the application and asked for the board’s approval or agreement.

Mr. Nash stated that the city is looking at redoing the bump outs in the spring so the board doesn’t want to take action at this time.
Mr. Stumler stated that he is not thinking about them as much as he is the curbs and sidewalks.
Mr. Thompson stated that will be handled again in-house with the part-time people that we use during the summer.
Mr. Stumler stated that is an expensive and inefficient way to do it.  He then stated that there are dead trees leaning against good trees on Cherry Street Hill and he thinks it is a safety hazard.

Mr. Thompson stated that he hasn’t had a chance to look into those yet. 

Item #5 - Sam Reed, Vectren re: Sidewalk cuts for 220 W. Daisy Lane, 222 W. Daisy Lane, 212 W. Daisy Lane, 141 E. Main Street, 616 Silver Street, 932 State Street and 3120 Arbor Ridge

Mr. Reed explained that 212, 220 and 222 W. Daisy Lane are for service retirements.  He stated that the box at 141 E. Main is caved in and they can’t access the valve. He said that 616 Silver, 932 State and 3120 Arbor Ridge are new services. 
Mr. Thompson stated that he would check Arbor Ridge to make sure that it is in the city.
Mr. Reed stated that they have a street cut request on Ridgewood and Woodside where they need to move the main a little to the side.  He also said that the alley at 109 E. Market is a street cut for a new service.
Mr. Thompson stated that he believes that the sidewalk cuts are all new sidewalks and asked if they will be replacing entire panels or spot repairs.

Mr. Reed stated that he will have them replace the entire panels.

Mr. Nash stated that in front of the Odd Fellows Building at Bank and Market there was an open sidewalk and asked Mr. Reed to check into that.
Mr. Reed stated that he would check into it.
Mr. Thompson motioned to approve the above street cuts and sidewalk cuts, Ms. Cotner second, motion carries.

Item #6 - INAWC re: Street cuts for 1421 South Street, 1338 Beeler Street and 3501-3503 Wexford Court

Mr. Thompson moved to approve the above street cuts, Ms. Cotner second, motion carries.
COMMUNICATIONS – PUBLIC:
OLD BUSINESS:

Item #1 - Speed bumps in Muirfield Subdivision
Mr. Thompson stated that he did meet with Mr. Speights and they didn’t see a reason for speed bumps.  He said that he would contact the neighborhood association to talk about other ways to handle the issue.
Item #2 – Outdoor seating at Bread and Breakfast
Mr. Thompson stated that he met with the owner after the meeting last Tuesday and there really isn’t room in front of the building but there is room on the side of the building for what she wants and still meet ADA requirements.
Mr. Nash asked how much seating she wants.

Mr. Thompson replied eight tables.
Mr. Nash asked about the bike rack.

Mr. Thompson stated that she still wants to put that out front so he told her that he would have to look at the type that she gets to make sure that it doesn’t interfere with ADA.   He said that there may be room between the tree well and the crosswalk to put one in sideways.  He then recommended approving the outdoor seating at this time.
Mr. Thompson moved to approve the outside seating on the side of business as long as it complies with ADA requirements, Ms. Cotner, motion carries.
Item #3 – NAC Bike Race on July 27th
Mr. Thompson stated that one of the issues is with St. Mark’s Church and Ms. Cotner has been in touch with them and thinks that their issue is worked out with a detour.  He said that he hasn’t contacted Second Baptist Church yet who would also be affected by it.  He said that last year they moved their service to a Saturday so it wouldn’t be interfered with but he hasn’t contacted them yet. He explained that they could be detoured up State Street to Elm Street and then back down Third Street to get to their parking area.
Ms. Cotner stated that there is plenty of time for him to announce it at their service beforehand.
TABLED ITEMS:
COMMUNICATIONS - CITY OFFICIALS:
Mr. Nash asked about department yearend reports.
Fire Chief Juliot stated that he would get a copy of his to him.

Mr. Nash asked Ms. Meredith if he could get a copy of her yearend report.

Ms. Meredith replied yes.
Mr. Thompson stated that flood control, storm water and wastewater all pitched in during the storm this past weekend.
Mr. Nash asked where we stand on the storm.
Mr. Thompson explained that the main roads are in good shape but the side roads froze back over.  He said that if the sun gets warm enough then they will be able to work on the side roads and push the slush off of them. 
Mr. Nash asked if we have exhausted all of our salt.

Mr. Thompson stated that they are close.  He then said that Grant Line Road was open back up on Friday but it will close again when they start the box culvert.
Mr. Nash added that it will be closed again for 60 days.  He then asked Mr. Thompson about the condition of the park benches that are stored at the street department.

Mr. Thompson stated that the concrete ends are good but the wood needs to be replaced on them.
Mr. Nash asked Ms. Meredith if the parks department would like more of those benches.

Ms. Meredith replied yes.
BIDS:

CLAIMS:

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

Ms. Cotner moved to approve the Regular Meeting Minutes for February 25, 2014, Mr. Thompson second, motion carries.
ADJOURN:
There being no further business before the board, the meeting adjourned at 10:38 a.m.

____________________________


_____________________________

Warren V. Nash, President
       


Vicki Glotzbach, City Clerk
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