A MEETING OF THE BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS & SAFETY OF THE CIVIL CITY OF NEW ALBANY, INDIANA, WILL BE HELD IN THE THIRD FLOOR ASSEMBLY ROOM AT THE CITY/COUNTY BUILDING ON TUESDAY, MARCH 18, 2014 AT 10:00 A.M.

PRESENT: Warren V. Nash, president, Mickey Thompson, member, Cheryl Cotner, member. 

OTHERS PRESENT:  Sandy Boofter, Chris Gardner, Jessica Campbell, Major Whitlow, David Brewer, Fire Marshal Koehler, Stan Robison, Alicia Meredith, Michael Hall, David Hall, Joe Ham, Trent Baker, Larry Summers, and Mindy Milburn

CALL TO ORDER:

Mr. Nash called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m.  

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:

NEW BUSINESS:
Item #1 - Karen Olmstead with Hospers re: Lunar 5K 
Ms. Olmstead stated that she is here to find out any information she can about the permitting process to have a Lunar 5k on May 31st in downtown NA at the Amphitheater. She explained that the race would start 8:00 p.m. with 6:30 check-in ending at 9:30 with clean up to be completed by 10:30. She stated that they would need to close streets for two hours  for the race and explained that they had this set up last year but was canceled due to weather. She presented the route that they had approved for last year and asked how the closure works and if they were barricaded.
Mr. Thompson stated that if it stays on the riverfront it is easy enough but if it goes out onto the regular streets they won’t barricade off the entire street. 
Ms. Cotner stated that they will need to check with the Grande to see if they have any events and there is the issue of Main Street being under construction at that time. 

Ms. Olmstead asked if they do want to go through the streets how they would ensure the safety and asked the board for any suggestions and stated that they would be open to an alternate route. 
Mr. Nash stated that Main Street will be under construction so they have no idea what condition the road will be in. 

Mr. Thompson stated that they usually utilize the Police Department for an escort if it goes on the street. 

Mr. Nash asked how many participants they usually have at these races

Ms. Olmstead stated that it averages close to 1000. She explained that part of the reason they wanted to have it here is because they have an office here and wanted to continue to serve the community and all the proceeds will go to Hosparus.  
Mr. Thompson asked if they would require that they wear some type of glow materials since it is being held at night.  

Ms. Olmstead stated that they would like to encourage that and they will try to have glow stations set up. 
Mr. Thompson asked how many volunteers they have

Ms. Olmstead 50-100

Mr. Nash stated that they are very glad to have them here but there are concerns about some of the businesses on Market and the construction on Main. 

There was a lengthy discussion regarding the route

Major Whitlow suggested the Community Park area and stated that they run a lot of 5K’s out there. 

Ms. Olmstead expressed concerns with pathway running not being able to accommodate the number of runners that they have. 

Mr. Nash suggested running in the park not just on the path. 
Major Whitlow stated that utilizing Grantline that late at night would be very dangerous. 

Mr. Nash suggested that she meet with Mr. Thompson and the Police Department to come up with a suitable route. 

Item #2 - Steve Triplett, TSI re: Update on Reno Storm Water Project 

Mr. Nash expressed the board’s condolences on the passing of Mr. Triplett’s mother. 
Mr. Triplett explained that the side street of Best is cleared now but the Best and East Market, intersection is still closed. He stated that the manhole has been set there and the level 3 fiber optic located, but they had to dig back 15-20 feet on either side to get under it as the elevations were off. He explained that they should be off East Market by Monday and they will move up best to between East Market and Reno.  

Mr. Nash asked if they encountered any problems they weren’t aware of

Mr. Triplett stated that the level 3 communications at Sprig and Silver and at Best and Market. He stated that they do have a water line that has to be lowered at Best but that was in the initial traffic plan. 
Item #3 - Vicki Glotzbach for St. Mary’s Street Festival re: Request to hang banner on June 6th for event on June 21
Ms. Milburn presented a street banner request for St. Mary’s. She explained that it is for their annual street festival on June 21st and they would like to have the banner at the Spring Street location 2 weeks prior to the event. 

Mr. Thompson moved to approve, Ms. Cotner second, motion carries. 

Item #4 - Tina Peters re: Dumpster request at 1943 Culbertson Ave. 
Not Present

Mr. Thompson explained that this was an emergency request from Ms. Peters and he went out to look at the location and she had no other place on her property to put it. He stated that they approved it but told her she needed to come before the board for official approval. 
Item #5 - Roger Harbison re: Road Closure on Scott Road
Roger Harbison explained that they are doing a culvert replacement project on Scott Road. He stated that there is an existing culvert that is collapsing and when a street sweeper drove over it started to cave in so the Storm Water Board got quotes for emergency replacement. He explained that the City is having the culvert made and it is due to be delivered on the first of the month SO they would like to close the street down starting March 31st to remove, and restore. He provided the board with the detour to handle the traffic while they work. 

Mr. Nash asked if they would have advanced signage up

Mr. Harbison stated that they would be happy to do that. 
Mr. Thompson stated that they got this in advance and this was the best route

Mr. Thompson moved to approve with signage in advance, Ms. Cotner second, motion carries
Item #6 - Terry Harper re: Permission to use Amphitheatre July 18, 2014 for concert 
Not Present

Item #7 - Vectren re: Street Cut Permit requests for 913 Brookwood Rd- Street Permit, 1708 Monon Ave-Street Permit, 776 Captain Frank Rd-Street.
Rob Philpot explained that these cuts are for a leak repair on Brookwood, new service on Monon, and a renewal on Captain Frank. 

Mr. Thompson moved to approve, Ms. Cotner second, motion carries. 
Item #8 - Irv Stumler re: Downtown planters and street cleaning. 
Irv Stumler asked for final approval of 40 planters requested. 

Mr. Thompson stated that he and Mr. Brewer have an appointment to go out and look at the locations and he personally has some issues with the ones that are already with some impeding traffic and some having been severely overgrown during the summer. He asked if they had thought of getting taller planters to accommodate the growth. 
Mr. Stumler stated that they choose the ones that they have for various reason including cost and safety because the taller ones are easier to tip over. He explained that they haven’t had any complaints about the maintenance of the planters but they will make sure to not let it happen again. He explained that he has given the board this list a couple of time and wanted to know when they would be able to make a decision because they don’t want to wait too late to plant them. 
Mr. Brewer stated that it was his fault because he hasn’t had any time to meet with Mr. Thompson to go out and look at these. 
Mr. Stumler asked if he could go out with them

Mr. Brewer stated that he would like to meet with Mr. Thompson first and then they can speak with him after. 

Mr. Nash stated that he thinks one of the biggest issues is the size of the planters and impeding access to certain areas 

Mr. Stumler presented press release from Keep New Albany Clean and Green and asked if they had a street sweeper available on April 7th for their Spring Cleanup. 
Mr. Thompson stated that it shouldn’t be a problem

Mr. Stumler stated that at the last Trade Show of the New Albany Merchants they circulated a petition and would like to see streets cleaned more often especially downtown. He presented photos of conditions they found when they did their planters two weeks ago. 

Mr. Nash stated that 2 weeks ago there was snow on ground so if you pick the worst day of the year to take photos you are going to get a distorted view of things. 
Mr. Stumler presented street sweeping ordinance for downtown that says it is to be swept 4 times a week and he request that be followed
Mr. Nash stated that the ordinance says time and weather conditions permitted

Mr. Thompson explained that they had to adjust that because of overtime but they also compensated by hiring part-time people that will be starting back soon. He stated that they intend to find someone whose sole job is to focus on the downtown area three days a week. 
Mr. Nash stated that he would hope the merchants would take some responsibility for keeping the area in front of their businesses clean.  

Mr. Stumler stated that it is the responsibility of the City and the Street Department to keep the streets clean
Mr. Thompson explained that they do. He stated that the photos he has presented are after the winter when they haven’t had a chance to get started back with their schedule and they take pride in what they do. 
Item #9 - Fred Gaige re: Disabled American Veterans use of Amphitheater 
Fred Gaige stated that he would like to have a fundraiser and membership drive and would like to use amphitheater for square dancers and bands 

Mr. Nash asked what the new organizations are. 
Mr. Gaige explained it is for Volunteers for America and possibly a DAV chapter. 
Mr. Nash stated that they will need a specific date before they can approve anything. 

Mr. Gage stated that once he has more details he will come back. 

COMMUNICATIONS – PUBLIC:
Ruben O’Neal commended the New Albany Police Department on the drug raid. He commended Mr. Thompson, Mr. Robison, and Mr. Brewer for all of their help in dealing with his issues. He explained that he will be moving out of the city soon but wanted to let them know that there are a lot of heavy trucks on Bono Road which causes large pot holes and corrosion. 
Mr. Nash said he will be missed

Scott Stemler expressed concerns regarding all of the signs in easements, intersections, and telephone poles, specifically the “we buy houses” signs. He stated that he spoke with the Mayor about this as well and wondered if this is the right avenue to approach to get the signs removed. 

Mr. Thompson stated that the Street Department spent the entire day pulling signs yesterday and they do cleanups a couple of times a year. He stated that isn’t as bad as it has been in the past but they do try to keep on top of it. 
Mr. Stemler stated that he appreciates his efforts and thanked the board. 

OLD BUSINESS:
Item #1 - Proposed installation plans of the Wayfinding Signs for the Ohio River Greenway 
Mr. Thompson stated that he hasn’t had time to look over this thoroughly and has a few questions. He asked that it be put back on old business for next week. 
TABLED ITEMS:

COMMUNICATIONS - CITY OFFICIALS:
Fire Inspector Koehler stated that it was brought to his attention that motorcycles are parking on the sidewalks out in front of the Hitching Post and asked to put up a sign for no parking on the sidewalk. 

Mr. Nash asked if they could address this without signs

Major Whitlow stated that this has been going on for years but they can keep an eye on it. 
Mr. Thompson stated that they could say something to the owners of the bar

Fire Inspector Koehler stated that he would come back if it continues to be an issue.  

Major Whitlow stated that they got a memo last week regarding a tire recall and explained that he wanted to mention it at this meeting since many department heads are present so that they could check to see if they had any of these vehicles that used these tires.  

BIDS:

CLAIMS:
Mrs. Boofter presented the following claims for approval:

Office Supply



$10,154.00

Dave Duggins



$589.44

Total:




$10,743.44
Mr. Thompson moved to approve, Ms. Cotner second, motion carries. 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

Ms. Cotner moved to approve the Regular Meeting Minutes for March 11, 2014 as corrected, Mr. Thompson second, motion carries
ADJOURN:

There being no further business before the board, the meeting adjourned at 10:30 a.m.

____________________________


_____________________________

Warren V. Nash, President

       

Mindy Milburn, Deputy  City Clerk
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