*THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CIVIL CITY OF NEW ALBANY, INDIANA, HELD A REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING IN THE THIRD FLOOR ASSEMBLY ROOM OF THE CITY/COUNTY BUILDING ON THURSDAY, JANUARY 5, 2012 AT 7:30 P.M.
The meeting of the New Albany City Council was called to order by Ms. Diane Benedetti at 7:30 p.m.  
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Council Members Mr. Coffey, Mr. Caesar, Mr. Phipps, Mr. McLaughlin, Ms. Benedetti, Mr. Blair, Mr. Gonder, Ms. Baird and Mr. Zurschmiede.
ALSO PRESENT: Mayor Gahan, Ms. Prestigiacomo, City Controller, Mr. Robison, City Attorney, Police Chief Knight, Mr. Lorch, Council Attorney and Ms. Glotzbach, City Clerk.
INNOVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
ELECTION OF OFFICERS:

PRESIDENT
Mr. Bob Caesar nominated Diane Benedetti for President.

Mr. McLaughlin nominated John Gonder for President.
Ms. Benedetti was elected President with five votes.

VICE PRESIDENT
Mr. Coffey nominated Kevin Zurschmiede for Vice President.

Mr. Blair nominated Pat McLaughlin for Vice President. 
Mr. Zurschmiede was elected Vice President with five votes.
APPROVAL OR CORRECTION OF THE FOLLOWING MINUTES:
NONE
COMMUNICATIONS – PUBLIC:
Victor Megenity, Building Authority addressed the council regarding the remodeled assembly room.  He asked the council their thoughts on the paneling and it was unanimous that it should be cleaned and refurbished.
The council thanked Mr. Megenity for all of the new improvements.
COMMUNICATIONS – CITY OFFICIALS:
Mr. Caesar urged the new council members to go to some of the city meetings because they will get calls regarding the issues in those meetings.  He mentioned that the budget is a big item for them and that they could contact the Department of Local Government Finance to see what seminars are offered.  He also suggested that it may be a good idea to have a workshop on the budget.  
Mr. David Brewer, Building Commissioner (502-645-3999) introduced himself and addressed the council regarding reformation of Code Enforcement.  He said they have worked with Mr. Lorch to change the way some of the ordinances read. He also stated that he can’t operate without funding from the council. He explained that he would be back on the 19th to address the council regarding continued funding for the unsafe building fund and that he would like to find a way to get an intern to become full-time.  He stated that they have collected $21,000.00 for Code Enforcement violations.  
Mr. Caesar stated that he would like to see a committee put together of Mr. Brewer, Mr. Tieves, Mr. Lorch and two or three members of the council. 
Mr. Zurschmiede, Ms. Baird and Mr. Phipps volunteered to be on that committee.

Ms. Benedetti asked Mr. Zurschmiede to chair and he agreed.

Mr. Dan Coffey asked if the demolitions were bid out.
Mr. Brewer replied that he usually uses CCE and Dan Cristianti and feels confident in their services.
Mr. Coffey stated that there are a lot of qualified companies that are available and interested and he thinks it would be good to have an open bidding process.

COMMUNICATIONS – MAYOR
Mayor Gahan introduced City Controller Mary Ann Prestigiacomo. He then explained that we have a problem with a utility’s request to bite into a right of way on Pearl Street and it quite an extensive request.  He stated that we have an ordinance in place that probably needs to be revised to manage that right-of-way. He also mentioned that he looks forward to working with everyone and that he will be keeping some evening hours.
Mr. Mickey Thompson stated that he was contacted by a contractor for Indiana American Water regarding the street cuts they would like to make. One is on Culbertson and one is on Pearl.  He said that he would like to see something done with the ordinance that says if they make more than X number of cuts, they be required to repave from curb to curb.

Mr. Coffey said that they should go with Mr. Thompson’s recommendation. 

Mr. Thompson stated that he would like to know how many cuts or how many feet would be required for repair from curb to curb.

Mr. Caesar stated that if he or the Mayor’s office could get some ordinances from other cities that would be helpful.  

Ms. Benedetti asked if this is an urgent matter.

Mr. Thompson replied yes.
Mr. Coffey stated that if he can get that information soon, they could always call a special meeting to address the issue.

Ms. Benedetti asked if it has to go through the board of works.

Mr. Thompson replied yes.
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Ms. Benedetti stated that she would like to postpone appointments until the special meeting next week. She explained that she would like to plan an executive session regarding the council attorney’s contract and at that time they can work on the board appointments as well.

Mr. Caesar stated that Mr. Coffey needs to be on Urban Enterprise.

Mr. Coffey agreed to the appointment. 

APPROVAL OF CF-1 FORMS:
NONE
INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS:

READING
R-12-01
Resolution Concerning Statement of Benefits for Jones
Coffey



Popcorn Inc., by the Common Council of The City of



New Albany

Mr. Coffey motioned to approve R-12-01, Mr. McGlaughlin seconded.

Mr. Caesar stated that it will become a CF1 next year.  There is a document that shows what is five years and what is ten years and he doesn’t want it to get lost. 
Mr. Zurschmiede asked if this for equipment because it will need to be for five years instead of ten years.
Representative for Jones Popcorn stated that it is about eight pieces of equipment

Mr. Zurschmiede said that the motion will have to be amended.
Mr. Mcglaughlin withdrew his second.

Mr. Coffey motioned to approve R-12-01 with the abatement being five years instead of ten years, Mr. Zurschmiede seconded, all voted in favor.
MISCELLANOUS ITEMS:
NONE
COMMUNICATIONS – PUBLIC (non-agenda items):
Ms. Shawna Graft, Ohio Greenway Commission was present to give an annual presentation.  She went over which sections are completed, planned projects, and when the project will be finished.  She stated that she would like to see New Albany make this project a priority.
Mr. Caesar asked if the money is there for the bridge going over silver creek.

Ms. Graft replied that the money is there at this point.
Mr. Jack Messer addressed the council regarding redistricting and that it should possibly be put into committee.  He added that he was present to encourage redistricting this year and offered to help in any way that he can.
Police Chief Knight introduced her team.
After a short discussion it was determined that there would be an executive session on 6:30 p.m. on Thursday, January 12th with a special meeting to follow at 7:00 p.m.
ADJOURN:
There being no further business before the board, the meeting adjourned at 8:45 p.m.
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_____________________________

Diane Benedetti, President



Vicki Glotzbach, City Clerk
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