THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CIVIL CITY OF NEW ALBANY, INDIANA, HELD A SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING IN THE THIRD FLOOR ASSEMBLY ROOM OF THE CITY/COUNTY BUILDING ON THURSDAY, JANUARY 12, 2012 AT 7:30 P.M.
The meeting of the New Albany City Council was called to order by President Diane Benedetti at 7:30 p.m.  
MEMBERS PRESENT: Council Members Mr. Coffey, Mr. Caesar, Mr. Phipps, Mr. McLaughlin, Mr. Blair, Ms. Baird, Mr. Gonder, Mr. Zurschmiede.  Mr. McLaughlin was not present.
ALSO PRESENT: Mayor Gahan, Stan Robison, Michael Hall, Dave Duggins, Scott Wood
CALL TO ORDER:

INVOCATION (if minister is present)
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:

ROLL CALL:

APPROVAL OR CORRECTION OF THE FOLLOWING MINUTES:
NONE

COMMUNICATIONS – PUBLIC:
NONE
COMMUNICATIONS – CITY OFFICIALS:
Mr. Scott Wood presented a memo to the council regarding the ordinance that will address Title 9 Chapter 99 of the Code of Ordinances, specifically addressing the excavation of streets and sidewalks by utility companies.  He explained that last year the council amended the ordinance that was originally adopted in 1953 and now there are some concerns with that amendment.  He stated that Mr. Thompson and Mr. Robison would like to strengthen it by getting a guarantee by the utility companies that their repairs are done to our standards and will last until the city resurfaces the street.  He then stated that in the broader sense, they have recognized that the city does not have a Right-of-Way Management Program Ordinance and would like to work on that and present it to the council at the March 5th meeting.

Mr. Caesar asked if the administration is thinking of creating a board or is it something that he would be in charge of.

Mr. Wood replied that has not been decided yet.  He added that he emailed planners in cities all over Indiana to see what they have regarding a program and hasn’t received any responses.

Ms. Benedetti asked what they were voting on.

Mr. Wood replied that he wasn’t aware that the council was voting on anything tonight.

Mr. Zurschmiede asked what G-12-01 was on his agenda.

Mr. Wood replied that he didn’t receive an agenda but the council should feel free to vote on it.  

Mr. Zurschmiede asked if this was the patch to hold us over until there is a new ordinance passed.

Mr. Wood replied yes.
Mr. Zurschmiede stated that he had a lot of concerns about the ordinance and would like to meet with Mr. Robison.

Mr. Thompson stated that he was at the last meeting and said that the issue was pretty urgent because a contractor with the water company was asking for a permit. He added that he did have a meeting with the water company today and discussed the concerns and they were willing to work with us.

Mr. Caesar asked when they were going to start the Pearl Street project.

Mr. Thompson replied mid-February.

Mr. Gonder stated that the prior ordinance that was passed last April was written to cover this type of liability for returning the asphalt to its prior condition.  

Mr. Robison stated that this ordinance is more specific than the original ordinance.  He also stated that from an enforcement perspective, it pays to be a little more specific.

Mr. Duggins stated that with the projects on the schedule, we needed to have the negotiating ability to say where they are going to fix it and when they are going to fix it.
Mr. Coffey stated that as far as setting the parameters for the work, he didn’t see that in the ordinance.

Mr. Robison replied that is correct; he didn’t put that in the ordinance. 
Ms. Benedetti stated that the item will be put back on the next agenda.
Mr. Coffey commented on how nice it is to see the police patrolling the whole city again.  
COMMUNICATIONS – MAYOR
Mayor Gahan thanked everyone for coming.
APPOINTMENTS:
APPROVAL OF CF-1 FORMS:

INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS:

READING

G-12-01
An Ordinance Amending Section 99 and 



Adding Section for Specifications Regarding
Street Excavations
No action was taken.
MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS:
Ms. Benedetti announced the following board appointments as follows:

Budget (Council as a whole)

Annexation & Development (Shirley, Kevin & John)

Rules & Finance (Diane, Scott & Bob)

Police Department (Scott, Pat & John)

Fire Department (Shirley, Greg & John)

Public Works (Dan, Pat & Scott)

Public Utilities & Transportation (Dan, Pat & Scott)

School & Library (Diane, Kevin & Dan)

Public Safety & Traffic (Greg, Bob & John)

EMS (Bob, Scott & Greg)

Public Health & Welfare (John, Pat & Scott)

Technology (Diane, Kevin & Dan)

Tree Board (John)

Horseshoe (Diane)

Plan Commission (Shirley)

Develop New Albany (Shirley)

Solid Waste (Kevin)

Parks & Recreation (Pat)

Urban Enterprise (Dan)

Redevelopment (Diane & Kevin)

Economic Development (Scott)

Building Commission (Kevin)

Animal Control (John)

Head Start (Beth Hardin)

Building Authority (Dan)

Human Rights Commission (if formed) (Greg)

Mr. Phipps asked about the Human Rights Board.  He also stated that he would be interested in serving.

Ms. Benedetti 

COMMUNICATIONS – PUBLIC (non-agenda items):
IN COMMITTEE:
TABLED ORDINANCES:

ADJOURN:

There being no further business before the board, the meeting adjourned at 7:55 p.m. 
_____________________________


_____________________________

Diane Benedetti, President 



Vicki Glotzbach, City Clerk
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