THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CIVIL CITY OF NEW ALBANY, INDIANA, HELD A REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING IN THE THIRD FLOOR ASSEMBLY ROOM OF THE CITY/COUNTY BUILDING ON THURSDAY, JANUARY 19, 2012 AT 7:30 P.M.

The meeting of the New Albany City Council was called to order by President Benedetti at 7:30 p.m.  

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Council Members Mr. Coffey, Mr. Caesar, Mr. Phipps, Mr. McLaughlin, Ms. Benedetti, Mr. Blair, Mr. Gonder, Ms. Baird and Mr. Zurschmiede.

ALSO PRESENT: Mayor Gahan, Ms. Prestigiacomo, City Controller, Mr. Robison, City Attorney, Police Chief Knight, Mr. Lorch, Council Attorney and Ms. Glotzbach, City Clerk.

INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:
Pastor Steve Burks lead the council in a prayer. 

APPROVAL OR CORRECTION OF THE FOLLOWING MINUTES:

Mr. McLaughlin Moved to approve the Regular Meeting Minutes for January 5, 2012, Mr. Caesar seconded, all voted in favor.

COMMUNICATIONS – PUBLIC:

COMMUNICATIONS – CITY OFFICIALS:

Mr. Phipps stated that he was at the East Spring Street Neighborhood Association Meeting last week with Ms. Baird and a question was asked about an ordinance that was passed in the fall regarding illegal signs posted around town. He stated that there was supposed to be some follow u on that designating certain people to be able to remove these signs from the neighborhood associations and he was wondering where they were on that. 
Mr. Zurschmiede stated there has not been any further action taken.

Mr. Phipps asked if that would require a formal action or if it was something they could move forward with. 

Mr. Zurschmiede asked Mr. Robinson if he had a suggestion on how they should proceed. 

Mr. Phipps gave Mr. Robinson a brief explanation of what the ordinance entailed. 

Mr. Robison stated that he would follow up on it.

Mr. Zurschmiede asked if there would be any interest in having Brad Walker come in and give a brief training session on the use of the new city email address. 

The council agreed that they would like to have a training session. 

Mr. Zurschmiede stated that he would work on setting something up. 

Ms. Benedetti announced to the public that all council members now have a city email address and stated that the administration is working on redoing the website and they are going to be adding a section for the council members on that site as well. .

COMMUNICATIONS – MAYOR

APPOINTMENTS:
 

APPROVAL OF CF-1 FORMS:

INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS:

READING

R-12-02
Resolution Concerning Distribution of City 

    Zurschmiede



Board and Committee Meeting Agendas and



Minutes for the year 2012

Mr. Zurschmiede introduced R-12-02 for approval, Mr. Coffey seconded, all voted in favor.

Mrs. Benedetti explained that they have an ordinance already in place for this and they are going to do a trial run for now but they may tweak the ordinance before the expiration date. 

Mr. Zurschmiede stated that he is interested in possibly talking to Mr. Walker regarding iPads or some type of tablet for the council to cut down on paperwork. 
Mr. Caesar agreed with Mr. Zurschmiede on the need for something like this.  
Mr. Coffey stated that Jeffersonville has already done this and it is a tremendous saving to the city. 
G-12-02
Ordinance Amending the City of New Albany
     Zurschmiede 1 & 2




Ordinance G-09-06 Concerning the Bicentennial



Commission Membership
Mr. Zurschmiede introduced G-12-02 for first and second reading, Mr. Coffey seconded, all voted in favor.

Mr. Zurschmiede explained that it is a move to add a few more people to the board to help energize the group and get it moving forward. 
Mr. Coffey stated that he is concerned about the part in the ordinance regarding the at-will ability for the Mayor and Council to removed members and asked why there would be a need to remove a member. He expressed concern that this could lead to someone being removed that has an idea contrary to that of the council or administration. 
Mr. Zurschmiede stated that he thinks it is intended as a checks and balance in case there is a misuse of funds or power. He stated that this was in the original ordinance that was carried forward. 
Mr. Coffey stated that he would feel more comfortable if that was struck. 
Mr. Gonder stated that the also have the issue of individuals not showing up for meetings and there should be some way to hold them accountable. 
Mr. Blair explained that the council would be able to vote on dismissing someone so it wouldn’t just be one person’s decision. 
Ms. Benedetti asked if the 501c3 has been established.
Mr. Caesar stated that it had.
MISCELLANOUS ITEMS:

COMMUNICATIONS – PUBLIC (non-agenda items):

Mr. William McBride 3214 Slate Creek expressed his concern regarding the drainage on his street due to the apartments. 

Mr. Ham stated that he would be glad to come out and take a look at it.
Mr. Steve Burks stated that he is glad to hear that the city’s website is being updated and would like to see contact numbers on the site. 

Ms. Benedetti said that they will be there.

Mr. Burks also suggested town hall meetings run by a few council members.

Mr. Phipps stated that he plans to do it in his district two times a year.

Mr. Coffey stated that he has been trying to do that for some time now. 
ADJOURN:

There being no further business before the board, the meeting adjourned at 8:02 p.m.

____________________________


_____________________________

Diane Benedetti, President



Vicki Glotzbach, City Clerk
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