THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CIVIL CITY OF NEW ALBANY, INDIANA, WILL HOLD A WORK SESSION IN THE THIRD FLOOR ASSEMBLY ROOM OF THE CITY/COUNTY BUILDING ON MONDAY, MAY 7, 2012 AT 7:00 P.M 

PRESENT: Council Members Mr. Coffey, Mr. Caesar, Mr. Phipps, Mr. McLaughlin, Mr. Blair, Mrs. Baird, Mr. Gonder, Mr. Zurschmiede and President Benedetti. 
ALSO PRESENT: Vicki Glotzbach, Irv Stumler, Suellen Wilkinson, Jerry Finn
Ms. Benedetti called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Mr. Stumler presented the Articles of Incorporation of Keep New Albany Clean and Green, Inc. to the Council and went through an outline of what their goals are to make New Albany a better place to live, work, and visit. Said articles are on file with the City Clerk’s office. He stated that they are a nonprofit company organized exclusively for charitable, religious, educational, and scientific purposes. He stated that they have 14 member board of directors and an executive committee consisting of a president, vice-president, secretary and a treasurer. 
Ms. Baird stated that the parks are limited on staff and asked if Clean and Green was going to help them out.
Mr. Stumler stated that they are and they have already gotten some of the individuals on work release to come out and pick up trash. 

Ms. Baird thanked him for that effort. .
Mr. Blair asked if we see an area that needs to be cleaned up can they just notify one of the board members. 
Mr. Stumler stated that they could and there is also a website that they can use to contact them. He stated that they want to work with other organizations in the city to get projects completed so they aren’t exclusive in what they will be willing to do. 
Jerry Finn stated that they have three basic areas that they are going to focus on; Beautification, education, and litter prevention. He stated that they didn’t want to reinvent the wheel but wanted to take what was already out there and copy what works to help New Albany. He stated that they have an incredible town to live in and that they have neglected the city for too long.  He explained that they are a brand new organization and they are growing over time and they are taking bits and pieces as they go. He stated that they planted flowers in the bump-outs last year, painted all of the light posts, worked with the city to get trash cans, planted trees, and they got the sign installed across from the Holiday Inn as well as landscaping and it looks really good.  He stated that they want to partner with the city to make it the best it can be and explained that it is a community effort and they will need a lot of volunteers.  He stated that they want to become a community of trees so they would love to work with the Tree Board and any other organization that needs or wants their help. He explained that they would like to set up some way to recognize individuals who go the extra mile to keep the city clean and they would also like to get the children involved as well as educate them on steps they can take to help keep their communities clean and green. He explained that they are trying to get people to participate in “adopt a corner” to be in charge of keeping it beautiful and they are going to be hosting more beautification projects throughout the city. 
Mr. Stumler stated that he has three projects that they have been working on that have turned out really good and cost the city absolutely nothing. He explained one was the sign on Elm Street and all they did was encourage the owners to clean it up and put in a new sign and they did. He stated the second is the church across from the library and they again encouraged them to trim the trees in the back and they put in two dumpsters to clean up the area. He explained that they third is the clean-up of the old farmer’s market and all the materials were donated and he thinks people will want to use that place and people might even pay money to use it.   
Mr. Coffey stated that he thinks the Farmer’s Market down on Oak Street will draw more of a crowd than the one downtown because it has in the past and why they let it go is beyond him. He stated that it is such a good project and he is so glad that they took it on. 
Mr. Finn stated that they also worked n the lot on Elm as you come off the exit which was awful and in just talking to people and encouraging them to clean it up they made a huge difference. He stated that people are willing to help but it is just a matter of asking them at the right time. 
ADJOURN:
There being no further business before the board, the meeting adjourned at 7:20 p.m. 
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Diane Benedetti, President 
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