THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CIVIL CITY OF NEW ALBANY, INDIANA, WILL HOLD A REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING IN THE THIRD FLOOR ASSEMBLY ROOM OF THE CITY/COUNTY BUILDING ON MONDAY, AUGUST 6, 2012 AT 7:30 P.M.

The meeting of the New Albany City Council was called to order by Ms. Diane Benedetti at 7:30 p.m.  

PRESENT:  Mr. Coffey, Mr. Caesar, Mr. Phipps, Mr. McLaughlin, Mr. Blair, Ms. Baird, Mr. Gonder, Mr. Zurschmiede and President Benedetti. 
ALSO PRESENT:  Matt Lorch, John Rosenbarger, Krisjans Streips, Scott Wood, Ed Wilkinson, Suellen Wilkinson, Colonel Pennell, Chris Gardner, Shane Gibson, Stan Robison, Roger Jeffers, Carl Malysz, Police Chief Knight, Major Whitlow, Mickey Thompson
MOMENT OF REFLECTION:
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 
ROLL CALL:
APPROVAL OR CORRECTION OF THE FOLLOWING MINUTES:

Mr. Caesar moved to approve the Regular Meeting Minutes for July 19, 2012, Ms. Baird second, all voted in favor. 
Ms. Baird moved to approve the Special Meeting Minutes for July 12, 2012, Mr. Phipps second, all voted in favor. 
Mr. Phipps moved to approve the Work Session Meeting Minutes for July 12, 2012, Mr. Caesar second, all voted in favor.
COMMUNICATIONS – PUBLIC:
COMMUNICATIONS – CITY OFFICIALS:
Ms. Benedetti asked Mr. Blair and Mr. McLaughlin if they had spoken with Ms. Prestigiacomo about bringing in another company for the computer software in the controller’s office.

Mr. Blair stated that he is in support of looking at another vendor and thinks they can learn things from another vendor that maybe they didn’t understand from the first vendor.  He added that the problem is that he doesn’t have a recommendation of another vendor.  He stated that he would like to look at a large national software manufacturer versus another local company.  He also stated that if anyone has a suggestion to let him know.
Ms. Benedetti asked about Keystone since it is used in sewer billing.

Mr. Blair stated that they are a small company out of northern Indiana and is predominately just for Indiana because they know Indiana Code and SBOA.  
Mr. Coffey asked about Cisco.

Mr. Blair stated that he believes that Cisco is more of an engineering software company.  He added that he did go online to look at Microsoft and they didn’t appear to have any kind of accounting package.
Mr. Gonder asked if there is any type of recommendation from IACT.

Mr. Blair replied that is a good question.

Ms. Benedetti stated that they would hold off on this for the time being.
Mr. Caesar stated that he thinks that there is some urgency to this and that it should be a priority.  He stated that he thinks they should speak with someone else also just to see what’s out there.  He also stated that he thinks that someone should get in touch with IACT.
Mr. Blair stated that he would take the responsibility of getting it done.  

Mr. Zurschmiede stated that he thought that it should be as simple as someone in the controller’s office making calls to other 2nd class cities to find out what they are using.    

Mr. Blair stated that it is basically Keystone and New World.

Mr. Zurschmiede stated if that is what other 2nd class cities are using then it only makes sense that is what we would consider.

Mr. Caesar stated that if that is all there is then the controller’s office will probably want to stay with what they have because of the familiarity of it and that might be the best answer.
Mr. Blair stated that his problem with Keystone and New World is that they are both small privately owned companies and there is lack of stability when you deal with small companies. 

Mr. Zurschmiede asked Mr. Blair why he got the impression that New World was a small company.

Mr. Blair replied because they wouldn’t even disclose financial information and they were privately held.
Ms. Benedetti asked if Mr. Robison had any information on the monies refunded from Humana.

Mr. Robison stated that they are looking into what part will be used for abatement premiums this year and how much is going to be refunded.  He added that they didn’t want to make a blanket statement like the county did and what they are realistically looking at is abatement of some premiums first and foremost and then anything let over will be distributed among the employees.  
Ms. Benedetti asked him if he found anything out on the franchise fees.

Mr. Robison replied that they are trying to find someone that is certified in FCC matters because the lawsuit was filed in front of the Federal Communications Commission. He added that he thinks it would behoove them to find someone that practices in Washington DC to go before the FCC in the matter.  He also stated that he has about three or four names right now and that he contacted Mr. Pitman by email and there is someone in his firm that does that so they might go with them.
Ms. Benedetti asked if they ever figured out the dollar figure.
Mr. Robison replied no and that he has tried to call Time Warner to find that out and didn’t get any information at all.  He added that they have named New Albany with about 20 other defendants in that matter and we are one of only two 2nd class cities involved in the class action suit.
Ms. Benedetti asked if he had a chance to speak with Patty Hays.

Mr. Robison replied that he had not heard that name.
Mr. Gibson apologized for not sending that Ms. Hays’ information to him.

Ms. Benedetti stated that she would forward her information to him so that he can contact her and see what they are doing.
Mr. Robison stated that the mayor couldn’t be present but he wanted him to address a couple of items.  He stated that the administration feels that the Ethics Ordinance is a very good ordinance and they fully support it.  He also stated that they are in favor of the Resolution Transferring Budgeted Line Item to Board of Works Line Item.  

Mr. Coffey stated that the road is completely torn up on Main Street to Corydon Pike and it is due to traffic from the riverboat not local traffic.  He asked Ms. Benedetti and Mr. Zurschmiede to see if the riverboat could get some work done on it and to widen the lane.

Police Chief Knight stated that she just wanted to bring to the council’s attention that the gasoline line item is at 83% of budget as of the end of July.  She stated that they are making efforts to conserve fuel and to further restrict the take home policy.  She added that when that figure was set in place, the cars were parked and it was anticipated that they would stay that way but because of the arbiter’s ruling that is not the case. She stated that she does anticipate coming before the council for an additional appropriation for the rest of this year.
COMMUNICATIONS – MAYOR

APPROVAL OF CF-1 FORMS:

INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS:
       READING
R-12-12
Resolution Transferring Budgeted Line Item


Coffey



to Board of Works Line Item
Mr. Coffey moved to approve R-12-12, Mr. Phipps second.  Mr. Phipps withdrew his second.  Mr. Coffey moved to amend R-12-12 to include quality of life issues, Mr. Phipps second, all voted in favor with the exception of Ms. Baird who voted no and Mr. Caesar who abstained.  Mr. Coffey moved to approve R-12-12 as amended, Mr. Phipps second, all voted in favor with the exception of Ms. Benedetti, Ms. Baird and Mr. Zurschmiede who voted no and Mr. Caesar who abstained.
Ms. Baird stated that she gave information from Development New Albany for everyone to review.  She explained the breakdown of the $43,000.00 that they are requesting for Develop New Albany and the Bicentennial Commission.  She stated that she is asking that some of this money is earmarked for those items.
Ms. Benedetti asked if anyone knew what the money would be earmarked for.

Mr. Coffey stated that any board can come ask the council for money.  He stated that they have never taken $100,000.00 and put it in the line item of city council.  He stated that he understands the reasoning but the bottom line is if SBOA comes in and makes cuts, it first cuts board of works.  He stated that sometimes we need money in reserve for emergencies.  He stated that the boards can go to the board of works to request specific amounts and asked Ms. Wilkinson if that is true.

Ms. Wilkinson stated that to the best of her knowledge, they have never given any money to any organization that has come to the board of works.   
Mr. Coffey stated that they have never had the money before.

Ms. Benedetti stated that they have had money.

Mr. Coffey stated that money is to pay the bills. 

Ms. Benedetti stated that they can transfer the money and give to whoever asks for it but doesn’t understand why it can’t be earmarked for where it is going.

Mr. Coffey stated that he is not changing it to earmark the money for two groups.  He also stated that the money should have never been in the council line item to begin with.
Ms. Benedetti stated that she just spoke with the DLGF and they know that it is there and it is not illegal.
Ms. Benedetti stated that they are just asking what it is earmarked for.

Mr. Coffey stated that he is not changing the way the resolution reads.
Ms. Wilkinson stated that when Ms. Peters came before the board of works for the historical marker, they directed them to the council.
Mr. Zurschmiede asked if the board of works asked Mr. Coffey for the $100,000.00.

Ms. Wilkinson replied no.
Mr. Zurschmiede asked what the motivation is to take it out of the council line item.
Mr. Coffey stated that this is August and they have not used the money in any areas in the city.   He stated that they are not here to sit on taxpayer’s money and they either need to use it or give it back.  He also stated that he would like to see some of the money used in the districts.

Ms. Benedetti stated that one of the reasons that they kept the money in the line item was to have if Develop New Albany or other participants wanted to come and ask the council for it.  She added that they could use that and not have to use EDIT, Rainy Day or Riverboat.
Mr. Coffey stated that he would’ve liked to use it in some of the districts but that was out of the question. 

Mr. Gonder stated that Mr. Coffey mentioned at one time that this could be focused on quality of life issues.

Mr. Coffey stated that is correct.  He stated that the council is sitting on over $100,000.00 and asked what they did in quality of life.  He added that it only benefited a small group; it was not spread out there.   
Ms. Benedetti stated that they may need to use that money somewhere else like the police department’s gas.

Mr. Coffey stated that it is quality of life and we do not have that like we should have.
Mr. Zurschmiede stated that the $100,000.00 in the council budget is not the stumbling block behind our community creating quality of life issues.
Mr. Coffey asked what the money can be used for.
Mr. Zurschmiede replied that it could be used for anything that the council deems purposeful.  He added that if they give it to the board of works then the council loses complete control over it.
Mr. Coffey stated that they still have to show what they are spending the money on.

Ms. Baird stated but it is after the fact.

Mr. Phipps asked Mr. Coffey if he would be willing to amend to go for quality of life issues.

Mr. Coffey replied yes.

Mr. Phipps stated that he would then support it.
Mr. Caesar stated that as president of the Bicentennial Commission, he would like to abstain. 
G-12-07
An Ordinance Establishing the City of 

       Gonder 1&2


of New Albany Ethics Commission
Mr. Gonder introduced Bill No.G-12-07 for first and second reading, Mr. Phipps second, all voted in favor. 
Ms. Benedetti stated that some of the members of NAACP have contacted her because it says the president would appoint and they wanted to know if the membership could appoint.

Mr. Gonder stated that there has to be a point person and it would be difficult to take a vote to change the way a member is chosen to accommodate one group. 
Mr. Blair asked if the president of the membership could just do a poll of the membership and appoint based on that poll.
Ms. Benedetti stated that the ordinance basically says that the president appoints and whether he or she takes it back to the membership is yet to be known.

Mr. Blair stated that they still have the right or the ability to take it back to the membership if they want to.
Mr. Gonder stated that in reality, we would be reaching into the internal affairs of an organization telling them how to choose.  He added that in the scope of the way this is drawn up, he doesn’t think it would be advisable to do it that way.
Ms. Benedetti asked Mr. Gonder to bring the names of the persons appointing to the next meeting.
A-12-17
Ordinance for the Additional Appropriations

       McLaughlin 1&2



for Parks Department

Mr. McLaughlin introduced Bill No. A-12-17 for first and second reading, Mr. Coffey second, all voted in favor. 

Mr. McLaughlin stated that this is basically the money that the county has released or put into funding for their half of the agreement for this year and will be released to the parks department for some of their line items.

A-12-14
Additional Appropriation in an amount of 

       Gonder 3



11,517.00 for Tree Board Non-reverting Fund
Mr. Gonder moved for the third reading of Bill No. A-12-14, Mr. Phipps second, all voted in favor.  Bill No. A-12-14 becomes Ordinance No. A-12-16
Mr. Caesar asked how many trees were going to be planted.
Mr. Gonder stated that the Tree Board is working closely with Ecotech to plant trees in town and they are going to be working with the Chestnut Restoration Group which is an ongoing group that plants trees.  He stated that there is about a 95% mortality rate on Chestnuts.  He added that the number of trees that will be planted will be rather high.  He stated that this is funding that is sorely needed and is already in place for the Tree Board.
Mr. Phipps asked if these have a 95% mortality rate.

Mr. Gonder replied that they do and the mortality rate is part of the process.  He stated that year after year you plant trees and then you have to send data back to the University of Virginia where the repository of the gene pool of this cross breading is.  He added that they were the dominant tree in most of the nation until about 60 or 70 years ago.  He said that they are a beautiful tree and there is still one living out off of Slate Run Road.
Mr. Caesar asked if they are taking out trees and planting these additional trees to what is already there. 
Mr. Gonder replied that this is just for a general work of the Tree Board.  
BOARD APPOINTMENTS:
Ms. Benedetti announced the following appointments to the Human Rights Commission:
Brad Bell

Wendy Stepro
MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS:
Ms. Benedetti stated that there have been discussions with different city council organizations and a lot of them have attended retreats for the council.  She stated that it is about building team and she has received a name of a person that puts them on.  She said it would have to be on a Saturday and wanted to know if anyone was interested.  

Mr. Caesar stated that if you have a good facilitator then he can see it going a long way in helping with communication and he thinks it would benefit the citizens of New Albany. 

Mr. Blair stated that based on the discussion with a couple of the Jeffersonville City Council Members, they found it very beneficial and felt that the facilitator did a very good job.
Ms. Benedetti stated that she would search it out further.

COMMUNICATIONS – PUBLIC (non-agenda items):

IN COMMITTEE:

G-12-12
An Ordinance Amending the Code of New Albany
       
McLaughlin 3


Title IX: General Regulations, Chapter 99: STREETS

    

AND SIDEWALKS, to include Section 99.03: RIGHT-



OF-WAY MANAGEMENT PROGRAM, as permitted



under Indiana Code 8-1-2-101, (a) through (d), to provide 



for the safety of the traveling public in the rights-of-way



of the City of New Albany, Indiana.

TABLED ORDINANCES:
A-12-15
Additional Appropriation in an Amount of $210,700      McLaughlin 1&2



from Riverboat Fund for Upgrade to the Financial



Software Systems 

ADJOURN:

There being no further business to be discussed, the meeting adjourned at 8:15 p.m.
_________________________________

_____________________________

Diane Benedetti, President



Vicki Glotzbach, City Clerk
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