THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CIVIL CITY OF NEW ALBANY, INDIANA, HELD A WORK SESSION IN THE THIRD FLOOR ASSEMBLY ROOM OF THE CITY/COUNTY BUILDING ON THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 6, 2012 AT 6:30 P.M.

The meeting of the New Albany City Council was called to order by President, Diane Benedetti at 6:35 p.m.  

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mr. Coffey, Mr. Caesar, Mr. Phipps, Mr. Blair, Ms. Baird, Mr. Zurschmiede, Mr. McLaughlin, John Gonder and Ms. Benedetti.  
OTHERS PRESENT:  Mr. Lorch and Ms. Glotzbach
Mr. Lorch presented a proposal regarding the redistricting proposal to the council members that include the rules and considerations for doing the redistricting and the present population distribution that is broken down by district and population. He discussed the five geographical areas where the proposed transfers would take place.  

There was a lengthy discussion regarding several areas in the city where one side of the street is in one district and the other side is in another district. 

Mr. Lorch went over each of the five areas in detail to show where the transfers would be moved to in each district. He explained that the finished maps would have the street names on them. He stated that after they make those transfers they can see that the deviation is down to a very small number in the after statistics. He explained that the changes wouldn’t be substantial within each district but it is necessary. He asked if anyone had any questions. 
Mr. Coffey asked to get the outline of the map with the street names. 

Ms. Baird stated that Mr. Lorch and the whole committee really did an excellent job on this. 
Mr. Coffey stated that there just isn’t any way to do this without crossing precinct lines. He stated that when they would annex in a territory they used to just give it to a district and that is how it got so big. 
Mr. Lorch stated that if anyone wanted to look at any of the maps that he discussed he would be happy to pull them up now or provide them at a later date so that he can get input from the council. 

Mr. Blair stated that the bad thing about this redistricting is that it is so confusing to those that are being moved especially during voting time and asked if there is any way to minimize the amount of people that have to be moved in and out of the 5th District as they have some coming in and out of there. 
Mr. Lorch stated that he only moved on census block in order to achieve this and the one thing worth noting is that Linda Moeller told him that they are moving towards voting centers so residents won’t even have to vote in precincts any longer. He explained that the first election that would incorporate these changes would be in 2014 and that is when the voting centers take effect. 
Mr. Zurschmiede stated that there are people at every election that have no idea where they are voting even if they voted in the same place during the previous election and a lot of that is just new people so that is where most of the confusion is coming from. He explained that when the voting centers are implemented they won’t have to worry about any of that and the public will be notified of where the voting centers are lactated. 
Mr. Coffey stated as the representative of that district they need to make it a priority to get in contact with new people once the boundaries are in place. 
Mr. Lorch stated that once this is passed he will send each of them a digital copy of the map and they will also get papers ones made as well. 
Mr. Blair stated that did a great job on this and it is a nonbiased change but he is just concerned that they are making too many moves in and out of District 5 and if there is any way at all to cut this down he would like for them to do it. 
Mrs. Benedetti stated that based on what Mr. Lorch has told her he has the numbers down to the minimum amount that he can go. 

Mr. Lorch stated that he did consider different scenarios when organizing these transfers but they didn’t come out as close as when he used this particular option. 
ADJOURN:

There being no further business before the board, the meeting adjourned at 7:00 p.m.
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