THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CIVIL CITY OF NEW ALBANY, INDIANA, HELD A REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING IN THE THIRD FLOOR ASSEMBLY ROOM OF THE CITY/COUNTY BUILDING ON THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 6, 2012 AT 7:30 P.M.

The meeting of the New Albany City Council was called to order by Ms. Diane Benedetti at 7:30 p.m.  

PRESENT:  Mr. Coffey, Mr. Caesar, Mr. Phipps, Mr. McLaughlin, Mr. Blair, Ms. Baird, Mr. Gonder, Mr. Zurschmiede and President Benedetti. 
ALSO PRESENT:  Matt Lorch, Scott Wood, Chris Gardner, Shane Gibson, Sherry Baker, Stan Brandt, Vic Megenity, Carl Malysz, Police Chief Knight, Major Whitlow, Colonel Pennell 
MOMENT OF REFLECTION:
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:

APPROVAL OR CORRECTION OF THE FOLLOWING MINUTES:

Mr. Coffey moved to approve the Regular Meeting Minutes for August 16, 2012, Ms. Baird second, all voted in favor. 
Mr. Phipps moved to approve the Public Hearing Meeting Minutes for August 16, 2012, Mr. Gonder second, all voted in favor. 
Ms. Baird moved to approve the Special Meeting Minutes for August 22, 2012, Mr. McLaughlin second, all voted in favor with the exception. 
COMMUNICATIONS – PUBLIC:

COMMUNICATIONS – CITY OFFICIALS:
Mr. Phipps stated that Diana Baylor is now the 5th and final member of the Human Rights Commission.
Ms. Baird stated that she saw in the paper that Jeffersonville has hosted River Breeze which is a wine tasting event for past six years to raise money for beautification and she thinks they need to start looking into some events like this. 
Mr. Gonder stated that he wanted to call attention to the deteriorating condition of a building at 315 W Main. He stated that several of the windows on the west side have been broken out and he believes that if the owner will not board them up the city should.
Mrs. Benedetti asked that he send Mr. Brewer and email so that they have the request on record. 
Mr. Coffey stated that there is another building on Main Street that has an entire wall that is buckling. He explained that that he talked with Mr. Brewer about this and what happens is the city will go and start the process to have these buildings torn down and the historic preservation groups will come in and stop it without having any other plans for the property. He stated that they need to start focusing more on safety than the upkeep of these buildings. 
Mr. Gonder stated that it is a significant building and needs to be saved. He asked about the Hookah Bar that is coming in 

Mr. Coffey stated that he knows Mr. Brewer is trying to do something about several of these homes but his hands are tied. 

Mr. Duggins stated that the hookah bar is tobacco only and they will not be selling bath salts or anything like that. 

Mr. Caesar passed out new maps of the city and thanked Develop New Albany for their work on this. He presented a financial report from the Bicentennial Commission of all monies that have gone out since they were established and thanked Mr. Megenity for his work on the report. 
Mrs. Benedetti set a Budget Hearing for the September 13th at 5:30. She reminded the members about the meeting on the 19th at 6:00 p.m. at Clarksville Town Hall and the Public Hearing at 6:00 p.m. on the 20th regarding redistricting.  She stated that if there is something that is being worked on by a council member she would like for them to update the rest of the members during Communications City Officials so that they all know what is going on all the time. She encouraged them to use email as well but to bring updates to the meetings so they will all be on the same page. 
COMMUNICATIONS – MAYOR

APPROVAL OF CF-1 FORMS:

INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS:
       READING
R-12-14
A Resolution Authorizing the Certification of a
      Phipps


Cultural District to be Named “By the River’s



Edge: The New Albany Art, Culture and



Entertainment District”

Mr. Phipps moved to approve R-12-14, Mr. Coffey second, all voted in favor. 
Mr. Phipps stated that this is not going to cost the city any money and it will put them in state brochures to bring tourism here. 
Mr. Wood explained that the Indiana Arts Commission is the state government agency that promotes art, artists and cultural museums and they have a state regulated program for cultural districts.  He stated that the city would not have to pay anything and the principle benefit the Indiana Tourism Board will list New Albany as a state cultural district.  He explained that they advertise on regional television and INDOT will allow them to have signs put up on 65 and 265 indicating that they are a cultural district. He stated that when they applied two years ago they didn’t get approved because they didn’t have an advisory board and they have been working to correct that over the last two years. 
X-12-01
An Ordinance Amending the Code of New Albany        Phipps 1&2


for the Annexation of Certain Non-Contiguous 
Territory into the City of New Albany, Indiana, 
as Authorized by Indiana Code 36-4-3-4 (a)-(g) 
“Grantline West Industrial Park Lasso Annexation”
Mr. Phipps introduced Bill No. X-12-01 for first and second reading, Ms. Baird second, all voted in favor.
Mr. Phipps stated that this is very similar to the one that was previously passed and the businesses in that area are in favor of it. 

Mrs. Benedetti asked if this had to go through Planning and Zoning. 

Mr. Wood stated that it did not because it is municipally owned. 

Mr. Coffey asked if the area is in TIF now.

Mr. Wood stated that it is.

Mr. Gonder stated that he went down Durgey Road and there was a rather run down farm out there that was inhabited and asked if that was still there. 
Mr. Wood stated that it is gone now. 

A-12-19
Appropriation from Riverboat for Cooling

      Blair 1&2 



System

Mr. Blair introduced Bill No. A-12-19 for first and second reading, Mr. Coffey second, all voted in favor. 
Mr. Blair stated that that this appropriation is for a cooling system for the City-County Building in the amount of $43,945.00
Mr. Zurschmiede asked if there was any reason that this went to the Riverboat Fund instead of going to the Board of Works.
Mr. Gibson stated that there is an issue with the chiller for the building and the money they are asking for is the city’s contribution according to the lease. 

Mrs. Benedetti asked if it would be better to be taken out of Rainy Day.
Mr. Gibson stated that it is up to the council.
Mrs. Benedetti asked Mr. Gibson to check to see what the $100,000.00 quality of life money that was transferred to the Board of Works would be used for. 
Mr. Gonder asked why the Building Authority was created. 

Stan Brandt explained that it was initiated by the Indiana Legislature in 1959 that created Building Authorities for each county in Indiana. He stated that it was established that the Building Authority would act as the landlord’s of the city and county owned properties in order to establish a system for financing the operation of each facility.   

Mr. Blair asked if the Building Authority keeps financial statements. 
Vic Megenity stated that Sherri Baker is their secretary and she could get that information to them. 

G-12-20
An Ordinance Amending the City of New Albany
      Zurschmiede 1&2



Code Chapter 34 Section 17 Regarding Vacation



Policies for Nonbargaining Unit Employees

Mr. Zurschmiede introduced Bill No. G-12-20 for first and second reading, Mr. Coffey second, 
Mr. Coffey withdrew his second.  
Tabled

Mr. Coffey stated that this just brings the non-union workers somewhat up to scale with the union workers. 

Mr. Gibson stated that for some workers it sets them back because it takes away a week’s worth of vacation for anyone that has been with the city between 12-19 years. He explained that they do salary ordinances every year and vacations are listed in those ordinances and lists the amount of weeks.  
Mrs. Benedetti stated that it is 3 weeks for 6-19 years. 

Mr. Gibson stated that according to what they passed last year 6-11 years got 3 weeks and 12 years or more got 4 weeks. He stated that there is an inconsistency so they aren’t sure what they council is doing because he didn’t think their intention was to take a week away so he wanted to clarify that with them. He stated that they pass an ordinance every year that lists the vacations and that is what has been followed by the Board of Works, the Controller, and the administration. He explained that he thought their intention was to update the code of ordinances that was outdated but if that isn’t their intention then what they are changing it to is not what was passed last year by this body. 

Mr. Zurschmiede stated that he thinks they are talking about two different things because they are talking about changing the chapter in the codes of ordinances not the salary ordinance. 

Mr. Gibson stated that the salary ordinance that they pass every year has vacation terms in it. 

Mr. Zurschmiede asked if that overrides Chapter 34 in their code of ordinances. 

Mr. Gibson stated that in his opinion if they have a newer ordinance that contradicts and old one then it probably would override it. He stated that he understands if they are just trying to clean that chapter up but it isn’t consistent with what has been passed in the past and given to the employees. 

Mr. Zurschmiede stated that what was in Chapter 34 section 17 didn’t jive with what was given to employees either so it doesn’t make any difference. 

Mr. Gibson stated that the vacations are a benefit that comes before this body every year. 

Mrs. Benedetti asked Mr. Zurschmiede to table this item until they can look into it. 

Mr. Coffey stated that it was never their intention to take away a benefit and he thanked Mr. Gibson for bringing this to their attention. 

A-12-18
Appropriation from Riverboat Fund and EDIT to           Phipps 3



Facilitate Bicentennial Park

Mr. Phipps moved for the third reading of Bill No. A-12-18, Ms. Baird second, all voted in favor with the exception of Mr. Zurschmiede who voted no. Bill No. A-12-18 becomes Ordinance A-12-19

Mr. Phipps stated that this was cleaned up after the last discussion and they removed the funding for the events and this is solely the funding for the park. 
BOARD APPOINTMENTS:

MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS:

COMMUNICATIONS – PUBLIC (non-agenda items):
Shelle England stated that she was here on behalf of the Bicentennial Committee to clear up some misunderstandings.  She explained that their main goal is to memorialize our 200th years and chose certain projects outside of events that would be tangible for all citizens.  She stated that the Bicentennial Park would be that gift that everyone could afford and use and as for the other smaller events they were hoping to get citizens to invest in those things as well.  She explained that that the book would bring revenue to help fund some of the projects.  
Mrs. Benedetti asked if they are putting together a budget for each event.

Mrs. England stated that they are in the process and they had a special meeting earlier this evening to ask each entity to outline a budget as well as fundraising projects. 
Mrs. Benedetti stated that they need to make sure that the money is reverted back to the source that it came from.

Mrs. England stated that they were hoping that the funds could stay in escrow so that they would be able to draw from that. She explained that there is an issue with timing because for some of the venues they will need to put down a deposit to get them reserved.   

Mrs. Benedetti stated that their concern is that they have gotten two sets of numbers and while they won’t hold their feet to the fire for the exact dollar amount but they do have to have something to attach to the ordinance. She stated that whatever funds they use whether it is EDIT, Riverboat, or Rainy Day need to be replenished as the revenue comes in.  
Mrs. England stated that this their intention and their commission was approved by the council so as they now at the end of 2013 the commission would dissolve and the funds would revert back to the controller’s office. 
Mr. Blair asked if the funds are in escrow is it managed by the Board of Works.
Mrs. England stated that they were hoping that the money would stay in the controller’s office until they needed to make drop off from those funds. 

Mr. Blair asked if it could be managed through the Board of Works. 

Mrs. England stated that would be up to the council.
Mrs. Benedetti asked when they could provide those proposals. 
Mrs. England stated that they would like to have it before the next meeting.
IN COMMITTEE:

G-12-12
An Ordinance Amending the Code of New Albany
       
McLaughlin 3


Title IX: General Regulations, Chapter 99: STREETS

    

AND SIDEWALKS, to include Section 99.03: RIGHT-



OF-WAY MANAGEMENT PROGRAM, as permitted



under Indiana Code 8-1-2-101, (a) through (d), to provide 



for the safety of the traveling public in the rights-of-way



of the City of New Albany, Indiana.

TABLED ORDINANCES:
A-12-15
Additional Appropriation in an Amount of $210,700      McLaughlin 1&2



from Riverboat Fund for Upgrade to the Financial



Software Systems 

ADJOURN:

There being no further business to be discussed, the meeting adjourned at 8:30 p.m.
_________________________________

_____________________________

Diane Benedetti, President



Vicki Glotzbach, City Clerk
1
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