THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CIVIL CITY OF NEW ALBANY, INDIANA, HELD A PUBLIC HEARING IN THE THIRD FLOOR ASSEMBLY ROOM OF THE CITY/COUNTY BUILDING ON THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 20, 2012 AT 6:00P.M.

MEMBERS PRESENT: Council Members Mr. Coffey, Mr. Caesar, Mr. Phipps, Mr. McLaughlin,  Mr. Blair, Ms. Baird, Mr. Gonder, Mr. Zurschmiede and President Benedetti. 
ALSO PRESENT:  Mr. Lorch, Mr. Wood, Mr. Robinson and Ms. Glotzbach
Mr. Zurschmiede called the public hearing to discuss redistricting to order at 6:05 p.m. 
Mr. Lorch explained that they are required by law to redistrict every time there is a census to make sure there is equal representation throughout all the districts in New Albany. He stated that when they were going over alternatives it was preferred that their precinct plan was overall preserved and that they do not cross census block lines. He went over the present population distribution explaining that the 1st district has the greatest deviation at 8.5% with a population of 5,550.  He discussed a summary of the proposed plan and explained that it has five different transfers that include the following: move 198 persons from District 6 to District 5, move 561 persons from District 5 to District 3, 168 persons from District 3 to District 1, move 354 persons from District 2 to District 1, and move 15 persons from District 3 to District 4. He went over each transfer in detail. 
Mr. Coffey stated that they took 198 people out of district 6 and wanted to know what part they were taken out of. 

Mr. Lorch showed them the before and after of what is being transferred. 

Mr. Coffey stated that if they look where Woodbourne Drive and wondered why they would change it so that it is no longer continuous. 
Mr. Lorch stated that the census block was set out and can’t cross census block lines according to IC 36-4-6-3.

Mr. Coffey asked if any of the 6th district was moved to the 2nd district or vice versa. 

Mr. Lorch replied no.  He continued detailing the summary of each transfer with before and after maps showing the changes. 
Mr. Coffey asked about the Corydon Pike area and explained that it has never made sense how the population is divided on each side.  He stated that he wants the Corydon Pike area because they are never represented well. 
Mr. Lorch stated that one of the rules of redistricting is that you don’t have two council persons in the same district so they wouldn’t be able to pick out that one census block. 
Mr. Coffey stated that they are not in his district and as it is but he has to represent them and if he is going to do that he wants them in his district.

Mr. Lorch stated that the problem with making that transfer is that it would basically cause a chain reaction with the changes that are proposed. 
Mr. Coffey asked how much deviation it would be.  

Mr. Lorch stated that he could go back and research that.

Mrs. Benedetti asked if Mr. Coffey was part of the redistricting committee.

Mr. Lorch stated that he was. 

Mrs. Benedetti asked if he has brought out these concerns during their meetings. 

Mr. Lorch stated that this is the first time he is hearing of these concerns. 
Mr. Blair stated that if it is an easy change and the people need more representation then why not just do it. 

Mr. Lorch continued on with the transfer summaries. He asked if they would like to look at any of the before and after maps. 
Mr. Blair asked him to look at the Monty Drive area off of Rainbow Drive in District 6. He stated that the census blocks are different from what the clerk’s records shows and he didn’t know if this would be a good time to get something like this corrected. 

Mr. Gonder stated that it might be up to the clerk to clean these issues up.

There was a lengthy discussion regarding this area as well as the Rolling Creek Drive area and their natural boundaries.  
Mr. Lorch stated that the county redistricted not too long ago so he doesn’t know if that affected the way this looks. 
Mrs. Benedetti suggested that Mr. Lorch set up a meeting with Ms. Moeller so that they can take care of these issues. 

Mr. Lorch stated that he would do that.    

Mr. Phipps asked him to pull up the 8th Street, Grantline, Charlestown Road intersection and explained that there is a major problem that he found out during campaign time. He stated that there is a small sliver of 8th that goes behind Grantline and everyone on the west side of that is considered to be in the 3rd District and everyone on the east is in Mr. McLaughlin’s. He stated that this might be something that they want to look at as well. 
ADJOURN:
There being no further business before the board, the meeting adjourned at 6:55 p.m.
_____________________________


_____________________________

Diane Benedetti, President 



Vicki Glotzbach, City Clerk
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