THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CIVIL CITY OF NEW ALBANY, INDIANA, HELD A REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING IN THE THIRD FLOOR ASSEMBLY ROOM OF THE CITY/COUNTY BUILDING ON MONDAY, FEBRUARY, 1, 2010 AT 7:30 P.M.

The meeting of the New Albany City Council was called to order by President John Gonder at 7:30 p.m.  The meeting opened with an invocation from and the Pledge of Allegiance.

MEMBERS PRESENT: Council Members Mr. Coffey, Mr. Caesar, Mr. Price, Mr. McLaughlin, Mrs. Benedetti, Mr. Messer, Mr. Zurschmiede and President John Gonder. Mr. Gahan was absent. 
ALSO PRESENT: Marcey Wisman, City Clerk   

ALSO:  Deputy Mayor Carl Malysz, Scott Wood, Fire Chief Matt Juliot and City Attorney, Shane Gibson
    (D)     Reading, correcting and approval of the journal of the preceding regular or special      meeting;
Mr. Gonder stated that they are not prepared to discuss the sewer rates this evening so that would not be on the agenda. 
      (E)     Communications, in the following order:

          (1)     From city officials:

(a) Mayor;
Mr. Malysz informed the council that the Mayor could not attend because he is meeting with individuals on economic development projects that are very exciting for the city.  He informed them that the Mayor is very pleased that they will be having a meeting on February 6th to discuss the need for the $2,000,000 in the Fire and Police Department. He explained that there are a couple council members who are aggrieved that they could not receive information on their own from the police and fire chief but the Mayor will give them any information that they need so that the information is not being duplicated.  He stated that Mayor England found out today that a major food distributor intends to send to New Albany close to 60,000 frozen meals through several different agencies such as the Salvation Army to families in need. He stated that there will be an official press release tomorrow to explain the details. 
Mr. Coffey stated that he is upset with the Mayor’s belief that it is detrimental for the council members to contact department heads to receive information.  He explained that last year that Mrs. Benedetti worked with the Fire Department and received information that was very beneficial to decisions that they made last night. 
Mr. Malysz stated that he did not say that it was detrimental, but they would like to be able to put all the information together from each department to give to the whole council at the same time so that the information and requests are not duplicated. 
Mr. Coffey stated that he doesn’t understand why they would deny information to any individual that has questions because each person may have a different set of questions and they all deserve to have their concerns addressed and they don’t wish to be spoon fed manufactured answers. 

Mr. Malysz stated that they will give them any and all information that they request. He stated that there is no reason to have individual requests that may tie in with some other request for information. 

Mrs. Benedetti stated that the City Controller needs to be at the council meetings to answer questions that are being asked and it is required in the city’s ordinance that she be present.  

Mr. Malysz stated that Mrs. Garry was off today. 

Mrs. Benedetti stated that she hasn’t been present for most of the meetings in the last 16-18 months and that has to change. She explained that if they call her office with questions and she isn’t in there is no back-up there that can address their concerns. 

Mr. Malysz stated that the will take that information back to her and she will be at the next meeting. 

Mr. McLaughlin stated that he could not be there on Saturday and he hopes that any material that would be passed out at the meeting would be made available to him outside of the meeting. 
There was a lengthy discussion regarding the fact that several members could not make it to a meeting on Saturday, February 6, and the meeting was rescheduled for Monday, February 8, at 5:00 p.m.
          (2)     From official commission:

          (3)     From members of the public, including petitions and remonstrance’s.
Marlin Andres, 20 West 7th Street, stated that he is here tonight for his business Globe Mechanical and is asking for a tax abatement because he is adding a building.  
     (F)     Introduction of ordinances in the following order:

                    (2)     General ordinances;
G-10-02
Ordinance Establishing a Full-Time Common


Caesar


Council Attorney
Mr. Caesar made a motion for the first reading of G-10-02, Mr. Messer second, all voted in favor with the exception of Mr. Price and Mr. McLaughlin who voted no. 
Mrs. Benedetti suggested that they suspend the rules to have all three readings.

Mr. Coffey stated that it would not pass because they were supposed to be given the duties of this position and the processes of hiring this position so he would not vote for all three readings. 
Mr. Price stated that with what is going on with the City he cannot vote for an increase in the size of government.
Mr. Caesar stated that this situation is exactly why we need a full time attorney so that they can prevent the situations that are happening right now. He stated that some members complain that they receive information at the 11th hour and with a full time attorney there would be someone on top of all of these situations. He explained that he has a list of 20 duties and responsibilities that the full-time attorney would be responsible for and it would be beneficial to all of them. He stated that they will never get an attorney for the amount that they are asking for and it is a great deal for the citizens of New Albany. 
There was a lengthy discussion as to the duties and logistics of having a legal representative.

Mr. Zurschmiede stated that he does agree with Mr. Price that this isn’t the greatest time to spend money but if this person does the job that is laid out before them it is a huge bargain and long overdue for the City Council. 

  (G)     Ordinances on second reading, in the same order as in division (F) of this section;
G-10-02
Ordinance Establishing a Full-Time Common


Caesar


Council Attorney
Mr. Caesar made a motion for the second reading of G-10-02, Mr. Messer second, all voted in favor with the exception of Mr. Price and Mr. McLaughlin who voted no. 
Mr. Coffey asked if they could have a contract prepared prior to the third reading. 
Mr. Gonder asked Mr. Gibson if it would be appropriate to have the contract before the meeting. 
Mr. Gibson stated that the whole body would have to agree upon the contract before they could have on. He suggested that they could have an executive session to ratify it but they could have a general contract prior to the vote. 
(H)     Reports of standing committees and third reading of ordinances to which the reports            refer in the following order:
G-10-03
An Ordinance Amending Section 70.99 of the New

McLaughlin


Albany City Code
Mr. McLaughlin made a motion for the third reading of G-10-03, Mrs. Benedetti second, all voted in favor. Bill G-10-03 became Ordinance G-10-04

G-10-04
An Ordinance Amending City Ordinance 71.21


McLaughlin

Mr. McLaughlin made a motion for the third reading of G-10-04, Mr. Caesar second, all voted in favor. Bill G-10-04 became Ordinance G-10-05

     (I)      Special committees;

     (J)     Miscellaneous business;
R-10-04
A Resolution Concerning Statement of Benefits for Globe 
Benedetti


Mechanical, INC., By the Common Council of New Albany

Mrs. Benedetti made a motion to approve R-10-04, Mr. Messer second, all present voted in favor.

R-10-05
A Resolution Concerning Statement of Benefits for L & D 



Mail Masters, INC., By the Common Council of New Albany 
Benedetti
Mrs. Benedetti made a motion to approve R-10-05, Mr. Messer second, 
No one was present from L & D Mail Masters, Inc.

Mr. Messer withdrew his second and Mrs. Benedetti tabled the resolution until the next meeting.

Mr. Malysz spoke with the Mayor and he confirmed that Monday, February 8, 2010, at 5:00 p.m.  
Mr. Messer stated that he has been fighting Mr. Coffey on this issue for many years but in light of what came out this past week he now believes that an audit will be necessary for both the General Fund and the Sewer Fund.
There was a lengthy discussion 

ADJOURN:
There being no further business before the board, the meeting adjourned at 8:48 p.m. 

_____________________________


_____________________________

John Gonder, President 



Marcey Wisman,  City Clerk


3 
                                     City Council


                                    February 1, 2010                                                                        



      

All public meetings are taped and can be reviewed in the City Clerk’s Office

