THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CIVIL CITY OF NEW ALBANY, INDIANA, HELD A REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING IN THE THIRD FLOOR ASSEMBLY ROOM OF THE CITY/COUNTY BUILDING ON THURSDAY, FEBRUARY, 18, 2010 AT 7:30 P.M.

The meeting of the New Albany City Council was called to order by President John Gonder at 7:30 p.m.  The meeting opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.

MEMBERS PRESENT: Council Members Mr. Coffey, Mr. Caesar, Mr. Price, Mr. McLaughlin, Mr. Gahan, Mr. Messer and President John Gonder. Mr. Zurschmiede and Mrs. Benedetti were absent. 
ALSO PRESENT: Marcey Wisman, City Clerk   

ALSO:  Deputy Mayor Carl Malysz, Scott Wood, Fire Chief Matt Juliot and City Attorney, Shane Gibson
    (D)     Reading, correcting and approval of the journal of the preceding regular or special      meeting;
Mr. Coffey moved to approve the January 21st regular meeting minutes, Mr. Price second, all voted in favor.
Mr. Price moved to approve the February 1st regular meeting minutes, Mr. McLaughlin second, all voted in favor.
      (E)     Communications, in the following order:

          (1)     From city officials:

(a) Mayor;
Mr. Malysz addressed the council and asked that action on A-09-22 be postponed until March. He explained that the Mayor has no qualms with the Police and Fire having a Forensic Audit.  He addressed the meeting that was held last night and explained that one of the members made an accusations that the deterioration of the sewer systems is the fault of the England administration. He explained to the Council that in 2008 & 2009 after Mayor England came back into office there were 50-51 overflows that occurred in those two years and were preceded by only 5 in 2007, which was a drastic drought year. He stated that from 2006 on back the incidence of overflows were between 40 and upwards of 120. He explained that when the EPA started to get reports on the overflows that were happening in 2008 & 2009 they came to the conclusion that the city still needs to do more to improve the sewer system. He stated that Mayor England came in 2008 and they can’t imagine what he would have done instantly to have contributed to the deterioration of the sewer system and explained that it was more the circumstance of wet weather events than anything else. He addressed the statements made addressing financial mismanagement by the utility and stated that there is a Sanitary Sewer Board that manages the sewer utility and works with the council on a variety of issues and they will get a memo from Greg Fifer who is the Sewer Boards attorney which will speak to some of these misconceptions. He stated that it was specifically mentioned in the conversations at the meeting that Mayor England was off in Florida vacationing suggesting that he is not concerned about affairs of the city and he thought this was particularity distasteful and he wanted everyone in the audience to know that when the mayor is out of town he and his staff talk with him daily about what is going on with the city. He stated that Chief Juliot will be speaking about a grant that they applied for with respect to fire protection. 
Mr. Coffey stated that someone asked where the Mayor was and he informed them he was in Florida and that was all that was said. He stated that with regards to the England administration contributing to the sewer issues, they have a letter from the EPA in 2007 stating that New Albany was in compliance but still had work that needed to be done. He stated that he will stand by the statements made about mismanagement of funds. He explained that he thinks it is disrespectful to use the council’s time today to address these issues when he had every opportunity to speak at the meeting last night. 
Chief Juliot informed the Council that he received information from Senator Lugar’s office today that they will be receiving grant money from the Federal Government in the total amount of $700,000 and New Albany will receive up to $_________ for equipment
Mr. Price stated that he is going to request that the sewer rate be tabled before there is a public hearing because it is a public utility and they have no business voting on it before they hear from the public.  
       (2)     From official commission:

       (3)     From members of the public, including petitions and remonstrance’s.
Sarah Spivey spoke against the sewer rate increase and stated that she is already paying $60 and she is on a limited budget much like many other people in the community and she can’t afford at 70% increase. She stated that the thinks there needs to be accountability and they need to do an internal audit. 
Bob Mann, Fire Union President, stated that he hoped that they had read through the information that he presented to them at the workshop and explained that he is here tonight to ask them to appropriate the money so they can get through 2010. He stated that the firefighters are willing to work with them and the administration and they are looking into going to 3 men off rather than 4 but they are completely against closing a fire house because it will be a detriment to public.
Randy Smith addressed the council and suggested that they review the rates because this is the most important issue of the year. He stated that this ordinance is going to affect the city for many years and has any number of objections to different pieces of the proposal especially the fact that they will be subsidizing people who really can’t afford this rate increase.   
Kay Hartman, 1337 Francis Drive, informed the board that she owns two rental properties and she has the hardest time keeping renters who can’t afford the rent much less a 70%  increase in utilities. She stated that she would like to know what they do with all the subsidized housing projects and Section 8 housing that they have in New Albany and stated that she thinks they are working against the property owners in New Albany instead of for them.   

Maurice King, 2035 McDonald Ave. spoke against the proposed sewer rate increase and presented the council with a comparison chart of second class cities and explained that New Albany is at the top of the chart. He spoke against the need for full-time City Attorney and a forensic audit. 
Lois Farmer spoke against the increase in the sewer rate.

Larry Kochert, 2236 Shelby Street, reported that there are three houses in his neighborhood that are being foreclosed on his street alone and he has lived there since 1953 and hasn’t seen an economy as bad as it is right now. He stated that he is against the sewer rate increase and doesn’t understand how they can be so short on the sewer utility and thinks they need to find accountability for the position the sewers are in. 
Kathy Prasod spoke against the rate hike of 70% and wanted to know where the accountability is. 
Tim Bailey Fire Department Union stated that he wants to back up what Mr. Mann said earlier in the meeting regarding the statistics for the City of New Albany and stated that their highest paid officer doesn’t make the average rate for what an individual in Floyd County makes. He explained that they work longer work weeks compared to the average person and stated that if they lay off 20 firefighters they will be putting lives in danger.  

Fire Captain Richard Duggins gave a written statement speaking in regards to A-09-22 and explained that there were some issues brought up at the workshop that he feels the need to clarify. He explained that he never told anyone with the City or with his own department that he was going to retire so he would like to lay to rest that his refusal to retire is adding to the financial problems with the Fire Department. He talked about the mistake of signing up for the drop program and the physical and health issues he has overcome in the last year. 
Jameson Bledsoe, 2001 East Elm, spoke in favor of tabling the ordinance dealing with the fire and police because of the energy that is being focused on the sewers. He thanked the council members that attended the town hall meeting the previous night and said that he though it spoke very highly of them and they took the time to speak to the public which was something the Mayor didn’t even take the opportunity to do. He stated that he feels bad for the council members because they don’t realize that a lot of what is going on is out of their hands but they have to deal with the fall out when it is really a matter of trust that the other departments will allocate the money appropriately. He stated that the times the meetings are held in the mornings make it impossible to hold the appropriate boards accountable because most people are unable to attend the meetings. 
Brenda Miller stated that she attended the meeting last night and it seems like the forensic audit is something they should really look into based on what she heard. She explained that she is supposed to retire very soon but the state of the economy makes her rethink being able to do that. 
Bob Chism, Holly Drive, asked everyone to support the resolution for the forensic audit and asked for the specific make-up of the sewer board.  
Roy Bellew, 1514 Corydon Pike, spoke against the sewer rate increase and state that he agrees with everything that has been said tonight. He stated that he is in favor of the audit and thinks that while they are at it they need to look at some of the employees that are making large salaries as well as other expenses and evaluate if they are really needed. 
     (F)     Introduction of ordinances in the following order:

(1) Appropriation ordinances;
A-10-01
Additional Appropriation for A Loan From EDIT In the

Gahan
Amount of $1,151,526 for Delinquent Bond and Interest
Payments to the Sewer Works
Mr. Gahan stated that this started in January when the council was informed that the sewer utility was delinquent on their bond payments since September and the report was released. He explained that Mr. Skomp informed them that they needed to raise the sewer rates and they needed to do so immediately in order to cover these bonds and there was no way to phase this in. He stated that they authored an additional appropriation over $1M to take care of this obligation only to hear later that there was some money available to pay these bonds. He explained that these are the kind of situations that make them question what is being said so he would like to table this to keep it on hold if they do need the money immediately from EDIT. 

Mr. Gahan made a motion to table this ordinance, Mr. Coffey second, all present voted in favor 

(2) General ordinances;
G-10-05
An Ordinance Amending No G-06-29 and Establishing

Messer
a Schedule of Rates and Charges for Users of the Sewer
Works of the City of New Albany
Mr. Messer made a motion for the first reading of G-10-05, Mr. Caesar second, all voted nay.

Mr. Messer stated that there was a lot of information at the $:00 meeting that they did not know about and Mr. Clear is trying to assist the City by working with SRF and would like to pass this information on to the people in the audience and wanted to stress that if they don’t move on this soon they stand to lose a lot of money. 
Mr. John Skomp, Crowe Horwath, reviewed the history of the issues regarding the sewer system with the council members. 
Mr. Messer called for the vote and Mr. Gahan second,

Mr. Skomp reviewed the Alternative Rate Scenario which is on file with the City Clerk’s office and explained what the formal requirements were to have a public hearing regarding this issue by the state. 
Mr. Fifer stressed the importance of getting to a final decision on this in the next month. 
Mr. Coffey made a motion to have a public hearing in March, Mr. Messer second all voted in favor
It was decided that the public hearing would be held on March 11 at 6:00 p.m.
          (3)     Zoning map ordinances; and

          (4)     Annexation ordinances.

     (G)     Ordinances on second reading, in the same order as in division (F) of this section;

     (H)     Reports of standing committees and third reading of ordinances to which the reports refer in the following order:

(1) Budget and Finance; (Gahan, Benedetti, Price)
Mr. Caesar moved to table A-09-22 at the request of the Mayor, Mr. Coffey second, all voted in favor.

A-09-22
Additional Appropriation in an Amount of $2,000,000

Caesar
From the EDIT Fund to Fund the Fire and Police
Departments and the Addition of 5 Police Officers
For 2010
Mr. Caesar moved to table A-09-22 at the request of the Mayor, Mr. Coffey second, all voted in favor.
(2) Rules; (Caesar, Gahan, Gonder)

G-10-02
Ordinance Establishing a Full-Time Common


Caesar


Council Attorney
          (3)     Public Utilities and Transportation; (Gonder, Zurschmiede, Messer)

          (4)     Police Department; (Caesar, Price, Zurschmiede)
          (5)     Fire Department; (Coffey, Benedetti, Price)
          (6)     Public Safety and Traffic; (McLaughlin, Messer, Price)
          (7)     Public Works; (Caesar, Coffey, Messer)
          (8)     Public Health and Welfare; (McLaughlin, Gahan, Gonder)

          (9)     Schools and Library; (Gahan, Coffey, Benedetti)
          (10)     Development and Annexation. (Messer, McLaughlin, Gonder)

     (I)      Special committees;

     (J)     Miscellaneous business;
R-10-05
A Resolution Concerning Statement of Benefits for L & D 



Mail Masters, INC., By the Common Council of New Albany 
Benedetti

Mrs. Messer made a motion to approve R-10-05, Mr. McLaughlin second, all voted in favor.

R-10-06
Resolution for Forensic Audit




Messer

Mr. Messer made a motion to approve R-10-06, Mr. Price second, all voted in favor.

Shaunna Graf, Greenway Commission, gave her yearly up-date report
ADJOURN:
There being no further business before the board, the meeting adjourned at 9:47 p.m. 

_____________________________


_____________________________

John Gonder, President 



Marcey Wisman, City Clerk
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All public meetings are taped and can be reviewed in the City Clerk’s Office

