THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CIVIL CITY OF NEW ALBANY, INDIANA, HELD A REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING IN THE THIRD FLOOR ASSEMBLY ROOM OF THE CITY/COUNTY BUILDING ON MONDAY, MARCH 1, 2010 AT 7:30 P.M.

The meeting of the New Albany City Council was called to order by President John Gonder at 7:30 p.m.  The meeting opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.

MEMBERS PRESENT: Council Members Mr. Coffey, Mr. Caesar, Mr. Price, Mr. McLaughlin, Mr. Gahan, Mr. Messer and President John Gonder. Mr. Zurschmiede and Mrs. Benedetti were absent. 
ALSO PRESENT: Marcey Wisman, City Clerk   

ALSO:  Deputy Mayor Carl Malysz, Fire Chief Matt Juliot and City Attorney, Shane Gibson
 Minister John Burks gave an invocation. 

  (C)     Roll call of members;
     (D)     Reading, correcting and approval of the journal of the preceding regular or special      meeting;
     (E)     Communications, in the following order:

          (1)     From city officials:

(a) Mayor;
Mr. Malysz informed the council that the Mayor asked Mrs. Garry to put together the resolution to purchase new lids for the trash cans and explained that they have worked to procure 2000 lids under warranty and 6000 at a discount. He stated that the Mayor wanted him to point out that his administration is currently evaluating and assessing a commission that is on the books called the Human Rights Commission which has never been active to his knowledge but they have been having some issues that may be addressed with this commission and they will keep the council updated on the progress. 
               (b)     Controller;

               (c)     City Attorney; and

               (d)     City Engineer.

          (2)     From official commission:

               (a)     Board of Public Works;

               (b)     Plan Commission; and

               (c)     Park Commission.

          (3)     From members of the public, including petitions and remonstrance’s.
Mr. John Burks addressed the council regarding the budget problems that the city is having and asked how they came to the decision that they city needed a full time attorney. He stated that he is not anti police or fire and is very grateful for the jobs that they do but the majority of the city’s budget goes to these two departments and he wanted to know how long they think the citizens of New Albany would survive if they worked their own budgets the way the city does with these two departments. 
Paul Haub, Police Union, informed the board that he and Bob Mann met with Pat Hinkle who will be the one doing the Forensic Audit.  He explained that they want to make sure that once this is done they will find credibility in the numbers before they get into the cost of doing this audit. He stated that he would like to meet with them so that they can ask him any questions they may have.
     (F)     Introduction of ordinances in the following order:

(1) Appropriation ordinances;

(2) General ordinances;
          (3)     Zoning map ordinances; and

          (4)     Annexation ordinances.

     (G)     Ordinances on second reading, in the same order as in division (F) of this section;

     (H)     Reports of standing committees and third reading of ordinances to which the reports refer in the following order:

(1) Budget and Finance; (Gahan, Benedetti, Price)

          (2)     Rules; (Caesar, Gahan, Gonder)

G-10-02
Ordinance Establishing a Full-Time Common


Caesar


Council Attorney
Mr. Caesar moved for the third reading of G-10-02, Mr. Benedetti second, the ordinance did not pass with a vote of 5 nays from Mr. Coffey, Mr. Price, Mr. McLaughlin, Mr. Gahan and Mr. Zurschmiede and 4 ayes from Mr. Caesar, Mrs. Benedetti, Mr. Messer and Mr. Gonder
Mr. Coffey stated that he has met the gentlemen and he is a wonderful person. However, he would like to know what would happen 4-5 years down the road when they are not there because he could see it moving into a larger salary. He explained that he hopes that if this doesn’t pass he will consider part time employment by the council. 
Mr. Caesar reminded everyone that this is a one year contract.
Mr. Price stated that it is evident that the citizens want less government and more accountability and he doesn’t support using more funds for this. 
Mr. Gonder relinquished the seat to Mr. McLaughlin and made the statement that with all that is going on with the sewers and budget and people questioning the integrity of the administration they are not being served properly by a part-time attorney. He explained that anything that stands in the way of them having more in depth investigations into the facts on any issue that comes before them is detrimental to them. He stated that they need to search out ways to utilize the attorney because there are so many things that they have had the opportunity for in the past but they have fallen in a whole because there was not a good case made. He explained that it is his opinion that had there been a full-time attorney during the negotiations regarding the Georgetown sewer issues it wouldn’t have played out the way that it did. He stated that they are not going to get another opportunity to have someone put in 40 hrs a week for this salary. 
          (3)     Public Utilities and Transportation; (Gonder, Zurschmiede, Messer)

          (4)     Police Department; (Caesar, Price, Zurschmiede)
          (5)     Fire Department; (Coffey, Benedetti, Price)
          (6)     Public Safety and Traffic; (McLaughlin, Messer, Price)

Mr. Messer reported that his committee has met once and they are going to try to meet again this week because they have some questions that need to be answered. He stated that they haven’t seen many results with the residential parking passes so they need to evaluate if it is worth it to have in other areas. 
          (7)     Public Works; (Caesar, Coffey, Messer)
          (8)     Public Health and Welfare; (McLaughlin, Gahan, Gonder)

          (9)     Schools and Library; (Gahan, Coffey, Benedetti)
          (10)     Development and Annexation. (Messer, McLaughlin, Gonder)

     (I)      Special committees;

     (J)     Miscellaneous business;
R-10-06
Resolution To Purchase Garbage Lids, and

Caesar


Lid Replacements along with Installation of New Lids


From The Riverboat Fund

Mr. Caesar moved for the reading of R-10-06, Mr. Zurschmiede second, all voted in favor with the exception of Mr. Coffey, Mr. Price and Mr. Gahan who voted no. 
Mr. Caesar informed them that they would be getting 2000 lids and 4000 containers along with the replacement of the old lids. 
Ms. Wisman stated that was incorrect, they were getting 2000 free lids under warranty and 4000 lids that they are purchasing plus the installation of those lids. She stated that they were not getting any containers.
Mr. Coffey stated that he does not believe that the city should be in the refuse can business especially since they don’t pick up the trash. He stated that this was always done by the homeowner. 
Mr. Price stated that at the time where they are talking about a sewer increase this just looks like a peace offering and wonders why they aren’t finding out where they are at instead of our spending money. He explained that they have had a lid problem for several years and there is no reason this can’t be tabled for right now. 

Mr. Gahan stated that the ordinance says for containers and lids. 

Ms. Wisman stated that they should have received an email that was sent out after the packets went out with the changes made for garbage lids only. 
Mr. Zurschmiede stated that he is behind repairing these lids because they are too big to turn over so they fill up with water and become a breeding ground for mosquitoes. 

Mr. Malysz reported that the city owns the cans and it is his understanding that it is the City’s responsibility to maintain these cans. He stated that they could take the more cynical approach and discard all the cans and let the citizens buy their own but he is not for sure if they do this if they would be out of compliance with the sanitation contract. 
There was a lengthy discussion regarding the garbage cans.
Mr. Caesar stated that the next time this contract is negotiated the containers need to be part of that contract and asked Mr. Malysz to pass that on to the Mayor. 
Mr. Caesar moved to amend R-10-06 to include the lids only, Mr. Gahan second, all voted in favor
Mrs. Benedetti asked Mr. Caesar when he planned to bring the ordinance for the police and fire forward.
Mr. Caesar stated that he has been spending a lot of time on the sewers so as much as he wants to lay it to rest he was hoping that the new budget would be getting closer to being done so that they could compare apples to apples and at best that is going to be about 6 weeks away. 
ADJOURN:
There being no further business before the board, the meeting adjourned at 8:41 p.m. 

_____________________________


_____________________________

John Gonder, President 



Marcey Wisman, City Clerk
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