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THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CIVIL CITY OF NEW ALBANY, INDIANA, HELD A REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING IN THE THIRD FLOOR ASSEMBLY ROOM OF THE CITY/COUNTY BUILDING ON THURSDAY, APRIL 15, 2010 AT 7:30 P.M.

The meeting of the New Albany City Council was called to order by President John Gonder at 7:30 p.m.  The meeting opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.

MEMBERS PRESENT: Council Members Mr. Coffey, Mr. Caesar, Mr. Price, Mr. McLaughlin, Mrs. Benedetti, Mr. Gahan, Mr. Messer, Mr. Zurschmiede and President John Gonder. 
ALSO PRESENT: Marcey Wisman, City Clerk   

ALSO:  Deputy Mayor Carl Malysz, Fire Chief Matt Juliot and City Attorney, Shane Gibson

    (D)     Reading, correcting and approval of the journal of the preceding regular or special         meeting;


      (E)     Communications, in the following order:

          (1)     From city officials:

(a) Mayor;
Mayor England thanked the 5 members who voted last month in favor of the sewer rate increase. He discussed projects that he would like to see done with tax money. He stated that he knows that people get carried away with their emotions but the sewer utility is a service just like any other and you have to fun it in order to keep it going. He addressed the threats that were made against council members and explained that they will be filing charges and the individuals will be prosecuted because that is not something to take lightly. He expressed his disappointment in the community and the flyers that were going around the city from different organizations and asked that the people who were involved in this take responsibility. 
               (b)     Controller;

               (c)     City Attorney; and

               (d)     City Engineer.

          (2)     From official commission:

               (a)     Board of Public Works;

               (b)     Plan Commission; and

               (c)     Park Commission.

          (3)     From members of the public, including petitions and remonstrance’s.
Kathleen Martin, 1933 Indiana Avenue, addressed the council and reviewed a written statement, which is on file with the city clerk’s office, regarding a pay discrepancy in the minimum bill, and she asked that they wait to pass the increase until this is clarified. 
Steve Burks, 111 Lafayette Drive, agreed with the Mayor that the individuals who threatened the council members should be dealt with but stated that this behavior does not reflect the whole of New Albany. He stated that he believes that before they increase the rate they need to figure out how they can get out of the debt that they are in now. 
Joe Tanksley, 1617 Dewey Street, spoke against the sewer increase due to the fact that he is on a set income. He said that if this is increased and his rent goes up he will be homeless

Kay Hartman spoke against the increase and wanted to know how they think going in debt more can help us.

Sarah Spivey, 3909 St. Joseph Rd., spoke against the sewer rate increase and stated that she would lose her home if her sons did not subsidize her. She stated that they need to have a forensic audit before they do anything and she wanted to point out that they should all be admired for the work they do and should never be threatened but they do make questionable decisions and she just asks that they stop and think about the decisions that they make. 

Annie Savino, 2229 Fosset Hill Road, spoke to the council about the tough decisions that they have faced and stated that it is unconscionable that their service to the city is met my threats and apologized on behalf of the citizens of New Albany. She asked that they make the decision based upon what is best for the city of New Albany because that is what they elected them to do. She stated to the public that they have had the opportunity to express their opinions but they collectively elected these people and gave them the responsibility to act on their behalf and now they need to let them do their job. 
Kimberly Jones, 1617 Dewey, spoke against the sewer rate increase and asked them to think about the poor and individuals on fixed incomes.

Greg Boddenbender, 2426 Zurschmiede Drive, has lived in New Albany for 54 years and he feels that they are taxing everyone out of New Albany. 

Roy Ballew, 1514 Corydon Pike, stated that he didn’t realize that New Albany had such an elitist for a Mayor that would consider how much an individual’s income is a year to be a valid justification as to whether or not they contributed anything meaningful to society. He said that he doesn’t think there is anyone in this room that is in favor of the threats but there is some concern about how the money is being spent. 
     (F)     Introduction of ordinances in the following order:

(1) Appropriation ordinances;

(2) General ordinances;
G-10-11
Ordinance Establishing a Full-Time New Albany 


Zurschmiede City Council Attorney

Mr. Zurschmiede made a motion for the first reading of G-10-11, Mr. Messer second, all voted in favor except for Mr. Coffey who abstained, Mr. Price, Mr. McLaughlin and Mr. Gahan who voted no. 
Mr. McLaughlin presented a Financial Report from December 31, 2009 which showed that the (I can’t hear what Mr. McLaughlin is saying)
Mr. Zurschmiede stated that he wished Mrs. Garry was here to address the report and explained that originally he was against a full time attorney but he believes that if Mr. Lorch can bring in one grant it would cover his salary.
Mr. Coffey stated that he does think that they need this position but it is not the time to put the money out for it. 
Mrs. Gonder made mention of what a member of the public said about it being unfortunate that they didn’t have a grant writer on staff to take care of some of the sewer stuff before it got out of hand. He stated that Mr. Lorch is a very competent to handle all of the duties they put before them and has agreed to work at a greatly reduced rate and they need to take advantage of this opportunity. 
Mr. Gahan stated that he just wishes they had some more information from the controller to go off of right now. 
Mr. Zurschmiede stated that they do need to get input from Mrs. Garry before they have their third reading. 
          (3)     Zoning map ordinances; and
          (4)     Annexation ordinances.

    (G)     Ordinances on second reading, in the same order as in division (F) of this section;
G-10-11
Ordinance Establishing a Full-Time New Albany 


Zurschmiede City Council Attorney

Mr. Zurschmiede made a motion for the second reading of G-10-11, Mr. second, all voted in favor except for Mr. Coffey who abstained and Mr. Price, Mr. McLaughlin and Mr. Gahan who voted no. 
     (H)     Reports of standing committees and third reading of ordinances to which the reports refer in the following order:

(1) Budget and Finance; (Gahan, Benedetti, Price)
A-10-05
Additional Appropriation in an Amount of $100,000 From the
Benedetti
Riverboat Fund to Use for Demolition of Unsafe Properties
Mrs. Benedetti made a motion for the Third reading of A-10-05, Mr. Messer second, all voted in favor. Bill No. A-10-05 became Ordinance A-10-11
Mr. Coffey stated that at the redevelopment meeting it was stated that there was an additional $500,000 from the Scribner Place project and he wants to know if they can use that money for this purpose. 
Mr. Gibson stated that the $500,000 cannot be used for this purpose.
Mr. Gonder asked if any of the houses are in the S. Ellen Jones district
There was a lengthy discussion regarding the process.
(2) Rules; (Caesar, Gahan, Gonder)
G-10-09
Ordinance to Amend §30.22: Order of Business


Coffey
Mr. Coffey made a motion for the Third reading of G-10-09, Mr. Messer second, all voted in favor. Bill No. G-10-09 became Ordinance G-10-12

(3) Public Utilities and Transportation; (Gonder, Zurschmiede, Messer)
G-10-05(b)
An Ordinance Amending No G-06-29 and Establishing

Messer
a Schedule of Rates and Charges for Users of the Sewer
Works of the City of New Albany
Mr. Messer made a motion for the third reading of G-01-05(b), Mr. Caesar second, all voted in favor except for Mr. Coffey, Mr. Price, Mr. McLaughlin and Mr. Gahan. Bill No. G-10-05(b) became G-10-13.

Mr. Gahan stated that in his opinion there was not a difference in Alt. A or Alt. B because they both take out a loan.
Mr. Skomp explained that he has run every alternative that anyone has asked them to do and the only council member that has called him with questions or concerns was Mr. Coffey

G-10-10
An Ordinance Concerning the Authorization of the


Zurschmeide
Issuance of Sewage Works Revenue Bonds for the Purpose
of Providing Funds to Pay the Costs of Certain Additions, 
Extensions, and Improvements to the Municipal Sewage Works;
Providing for the Collection, Segregation, and Distribution of
Revenues of the Sewage Works and Safeguarding of the 
Interests of the Owners of the Sewage Works Revenue Bonds;
Other Matters Connected Therewith, Including the Issuance
of Notes in Anticipation of said Bonds; and, Repealing Prior
Ordinances Inconsistent Herewith.

Mr. Gonder set a meeting for April 27, 2010, 6:00 p.m.

Mr. Zurschmiede moved to table this ordinance until April 27, at 6:00 p.m., Mr. Messer second, all voted in favor by show of hand.

(4) Police Department; (Caesar, Price, Zurschmiede)

          (5)     Fire Department; (Coffey, Benedetti, Price)
          (6)     Public Safety and Traffic; (McLaughlin, Messer, Price)
          (7)     Public Works; (Caesar, Coffey, Messer)

A-10-02
Additional Appropriation in and Amount of $170,000 from 
McLaughlin
the Riverboat Fund to Purchase a New Street Sweeper
Mr. McLaughlin called for the third reading of A-10-02, Mr. Benedetti second, all voted in favor except for Mr. Price who voted no. Bill No. A-10-02 became Ordinance A-10-14
          (8)     Public Health and Welfare; (McLaughlin, Gahan, Gonder)
G-10-07
Ordinance Regulating Tattoo and Body Piercing 


Gahan
Establishments
Mr. Gahan called for the third reading of G-10-07, Mr. Price second, all voted in favor. Bill No. G-10-07 became ordinance G-10-15.

G-10-08
An Ordinance Regulating the Disposal of Dead Animals

McLaughlin
Mr. McLaughlin called for the third reading of G-10-08, Mr. Benedetti second, all voted in favor. Bill No. G-10-08 became ordinance G-10-16.
          (9)     Schools and Library; (Gahan, Coffey, Benedetti)
          (10)   Development and Annexation. (Messer, McLaughlin, Gonder)

     (I)      Special committees;

     (J)     Miscellaneous business;
R-10-09
Resolution Authorizing the Submittal of the Disaster 

Price
Application to the Indiana Office of Community and 
Rural Affairs and Addressing Related Matters
Ms. ______ explained that if the City is awarded this Grant it will be used to complete the 15th street storm drainage and the North Y area.
Mr. Price made a motion to approve R-10-09, Mr. Coffey second, all voted in favor by show of hands.
ADJOURN:
There being no further business before the board, the meeting adjourned at 9:49 p.m. 

_____________________________


_____________________________

John Gonder, President 



Marcey Wisman, City Clerk
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