2741

A MEETING OF THE BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS & SAFETY OF THE CIVIL CITY OF NEW ALBANY, INDIANA, WILL BE HELD IN THE THIRD FLOOR ASSEMBLY ROOM AT THE CITY/COUNTY BUILDING ON TUESDAY, MAY 24, 2011 AT 10:00 A.M.

PRESENT: Matt Denison, Suellen Wilkinson, Kay Garry
ALSO PRESENT:  Carl Malysz, David Hall, John Rosenbarger, Sherrie Holmes, Shane Gibson and Mindy Milburn
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:
Mr. Denison called the meeting to order at 10:04 a.m.
NEW BUSINESS:

Item #1 - John Rosenbarger re: Resolution:  Grant Line Road North Improvement Project Right-of-Way Acquisition - Use of Eminent Domain
Mr. Rosenbarger presented the board with a resolution for the Grant Line Road Improvement Project and explained that this is the first step. He deferred to Mr. Fifer for further explanation.

Mr. Fifer explained that they have been attempting to acquire several small permanent rights-of-ways and temporary construction easements to widen portions of Grant Line Road between McDonald and Mt. Tabor Rd. He explained that offers have been extended to 9 homes based on appraisals and that he recently received a sign acceptance from Mr. Sprigler for approximately $9,000.00 who expressed his gratitude for the fairness that he has been treated with. He stated that the next step is to make these properties eligible for taking under the alternative procedure to immanent domain which starts with this resolution and then they will need to hold a Public Hearing and they would like to do that on June 14th at 11:00 PM. 

Mr. Denison asked if they needed to take action based on the Executive Session that they had

Mr. Fifer explained that record needed to reflect that that they had a meeting where the appraised values were disclosed for purposes of making those offers and that they have made the 9 offers based on the exact appraised value obtained from Mr. Watson.  
There was a lengthy discussion regarding the appraisals and the response to the offers from the property owners. 
Mrs. Garry asked if some of these people could accept between now and the Public Hearing. 

Mr. Fifer stated that they could and if they did they would process a clam through her office. 
There was a lengthy discussion regarding what the Public Hearing would involve. 

Mrs. Wilkinson moved to approve, Mrs. Garry second, all voted in favor

Item #3 - Tom Schellenberg & Mark Rogers with Excel Excavating re: Road closings of Zurschmeide Dr. Jacobs and Stover. Phase 3 construction of Daisy Lane. 
Mr. Schellenberg addressed the board and stated that the contractors are asking that they go ahead and close off the three side streets because of traffic issues in the area and individuals not using the detour route. He stated that they talked about this being a possibility before and unfortunately it has become a necessity. He explained that they would like to close the side streets immediately and they wouldn’t open them up until Daisy Lane is opened as well which would be in late September. 

Chief Bailey stated that they have also had complaints regarding speeding in this area and he would support their request to close these streets for safety reasons.  

Mrs. Wilkinson moved to approve the closures starting Friday, Mrs. Garry second, all voted in favor. 

Mr. Denison stated that he will send the traffic advisory out this weekend and let them know the closures would start on Friday. 

Item #4 - Leo Messmer with Dan Christiani Excavating re: water main project on Vincennes and Main St. 
Mr. Messmer addressed the board and stated that they are working on the water line under the railroad and on the east side of Vincennes there is an old storm structure and the waterline is going to be right next to it. He stated that since the storm structures goes in there as well there has to be a modification made and he spoke with Joe Hamm regarding this issue. He stated that they will need to close the east side of Main going to Vincennes for about 2-3 days to get the project done. 
Mrs. Wilkinson moved to approve the closure of East Main Street starting tomorrow to the end of the week, Mrs. Garry second, all voted in favor. 

Item #4 - Jorge Lanz re: status update of the Spring Street Hill Road Project
Mr. Lanz presented the board an update on Spring Street Hill project and explained that there is a 150 foot piece of the road that keeps haunting the project and the recent flooding lead the discovery of a deep ravine under that section of the road which has caused the road to collapse 41/2 feet and shift. He presented a drawing of the cross section of the failed road and explained that they put in an underground drain system that has worked very well in picking up superficial drainage but with large amount of rain that they had it couldn’t take on the extra water and contributed to the collapse. He explained that after the rain subsided the water was still collecting at the bottom of the road and they did a sample test and found chlorine in the sample, which indicates that it has been leaking for some time so they shut down the water line so the service to the homes in the area has been shifted to the two 12 inch lines in the area. He stated that they have excavated the site and have prepared a report with all the details and they will be submitting that to the board. 

Ms. Peggy _____ explained that they are proposing that they use a drill to go about 20 feet down and construct a row of columns filled with steel. She stated that the columns would resist shift and the lateral load preventing them from destabilizing. 

Mr. Lanz stated that there are similar issues in the county as well as in other parts of the city and thankfully Floyd County has been declared a disaster area so they may get funds to help with some of the damage. 

Mr. Denison stated that any information that they can get to him to turn in will be helpful. He explained that there is an INDOT program locally through FEMA and from what he heard in the first meeting on Friday this will not qualify for the Federal Highway Program so they will fall back to what they have done in the past for the other disasters.  
Mr. Malyzs stated that he would like to emphasize that in the Spickert Knob Road area there were three roads in the vicinity that were hammered by the flash flooding so it isn’t just concentrated in this area and the reason for this issues is directly related to the storm event and excessive rainfall. He explained that they are pursuing relief through emergency declaration from state and federal government and they are hoping to get aid to finance these types of repairs. He stated that they can’t delay designing the improvements because of the time it takes to get aid money. 

Mr. Denison stated that they expect to have FEMA and Homeland Security here on Wednesday and asked if they could coordinate to have someone from his office there to explain the engineering. 

Mr. Lanz stated that they would be happy to be there.  

OLD BUSINESS:
Item #1 - Greenway Monument Project
Mr. Denison stated that they have had a chance to look at this resolution and he asked if they had a motion to approve the request. 
Mrs. Wilkinson moved to approve, Mrs. Garry second, all voted in favor.

COMMUNICATIONS - CITY OFFICIALS:
Mr. Denison stated that they have had reports of some school lights around the area not working at the correct times. He explained that they have been reset on their end a couple of time and Mr. Thompson is estimating that it could be approximately $10,000 in mechanical and other repairs to get every light in the city working correctly. He stated that they need to put their heads together to come up with some options and they will talk about it again next week. 
Chief Bailey stated that Major Knight attended the meeting last week and there was an issue brought up on Beechwood. He stated that he was told that the board made a site visit and he wanted to know if there was a resolution to take back to the department. 

Mr. Denison explained that they are in the process of looking into all alternatives to alleviate the bottlenecking including no-parking on one side and they will have an update in the next week. 

Mr. Gibson stated that the looked at the old ordinances regarding signs in the downtown area and the made some changes to be taken to the City Council for approval. He stated that they have a draft that is ready to go and he wanted to bring it to the board’s attention and ask them to approve the resolution regarding these changes. 
Mrs. Wilkinson moved to approve Resolution BOW 11-05, Mrs. Garry second, all voted in favor. 

COMMUNICATIONS – PUBLIC:
Denis ___ from YMCA addressed the board and explained that they want to run a sports camp and they would like to request the use of the amphitheater May 31- August 13 from approximately 9-4. He stated that they will work around any events that the city had planned. 

Mr. Denison asked if they could get them a daily schedule and explained that they will need an insurance certificate listing the City of New Albany and they will need that on file as soon as they can get it. 

Mrs. Wilkinson moved to approve, Mrs. Garry second, all voted in favor. 

BIDS:

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
ADJOURN:
There being no further business before the board, the meeting adjourned at 11:01 a.m. 

_____________________________


____________________________

Matt Denison, President 



Mindy Milburn, Deputy City Clerk
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