THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CIVIL CITY OF NEW ALBANY, INDIANA, HELD A WORK SESSION IN THE THIRD FLOOR ASSEMBLY ROOM OF THE CITY/COUNTY BUILDING ON THURSDAY, JUNE 29, 2010 AT 7:30 P.M.

PRESENT:  Mr. Coffey, Mr. Price, Mrs. Benedetti, Mr. Gahan, Mr. Messer, Mr. Zurschmiede and Mr. Caesar acted as President Pro-temp.

OTHERS PRESENT: Krisjans Streips, Plan Commission; Scott Wood, Plan Commission; Carl Malysz and Marcey Wisman, City Clerk

Mr. Caesar called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.

COMMUNICATIONS-PUBLIC:
Shirley Baird, 45 High Street, expressed concerns she had with the annexation regarding police and fire coverage, and how the property taxes would change.

COMMUNICATIONS-CITY OFFICIALS:

COMMUNICATIONS-MAYOR:
Mr. Malysz addressed the council on behalf of the Mayor.
Mr. Caesar informed Mr. Malysz that the Council would appreciate that the Mayor attends special meetings that he calls.
Mr. Malysz stated that he would pass that on to the Mayor. He stated that at the last meeting they received a lengthy amount of information on the annexation and then addressed the concerns expressed Mrs. Baird and stated that the fire and police have written letters indicating that they will not need any more manpower to handle this commercial district. He explained that in regards to the property taxes, the annexed area will pay the same rate as the rest of the City of New Albany. He stated that they will not see any of that money until property taxes of 2013 due and payable in 2013 and they will not have to provide police and fire until that year as well.
Mr. Price stated that in 2007 the council appropriated $75,000 for an annexation study and he has never seen that study.
Mr. Malysz stated that was 2007 and he doesn’t know what they did.
Mr. Price asked if the county would be losing $700,000 due to the city gaining.
Mr. Malysz stated that the county would still receive their property tax. He explained that the only entity that would lose anything out of the annexation would be the Sewer Utility in the amount of $41,000.
Mr. Gahan asked if the study was not done how it was decided what properties would be included in this annexation.
Mr. Malysz explained that they looked at it internally and the area they are looking at now is primarily commercial property. He explained that they did not annex the property of Northside because it is church property and they do not pay property taxes and it will help them in the next phase of annexation to have a large parcel of land that is not populated.
INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS:                           
    


R-10-19:
Resolution of the Common Council of the City of New 

       
Messer        Albany, Indiana, Adopting a Fiscal Plan for the Annexation                                                         of Property Contiguous to the City of New Albany, Indiana
Mr. Messer moved to approve R-10-19, Mr. Benedetti second, all voted in favor with the exception of Mr. Coffey and who voted no and Mr. Price who abstained. 
Mr. Coffey stated that he is not opposed to annexing areas, but he has a problem with the fact that they appropriated $75,000 for a study that was never done, and that the annexation committee was never involved in the planning for this, and he does not agree that they will not need more man-power. He explained that he takes issue that the Mayor has called two special meetings and he has not attended either meeting. 
Mr. Price stated that they just had budget hearings where the police and sanitation both stated that they are short man power and yet they are saying they can handle this new work load so it contradicts itself. 
Mr. Zurschmiede asked how raising revenue could be contradictory. He stated that if they do end up needed more man power they will have over $700,000.00 more dollars to help pay for it. He stated that this is just the first step to get this process started and they have six months to decide if they don’t want to take part in it. 
Mrs. Benedetti asked how they could be against bringing revenue in to the city. 

Mr. Price asked if they could get a roll call on this resolution. 
Mr. Gahan asked Mr. Messer for his opinion on whether or not this would be a burden on the police.

Mr. Messer stated that he does not think that it would not be a burden but if there is a demand on the force they will be bringing in more revenue with traffic and parking situations in the area as well. He stated that the area they are annexing is commercial with very few homes and the business only operate during certain hours so he can’t see it being that big of a change in the workforce. 
Mr. Zurschmiede reiterated the fact that this is just to get the ball rolling and they can pull the plug on it at anytime. He stated that even if it was to pass and problems started to present themselves after the fact they could go back and rescind the annexation. He stated that they should put this into committee, set public hearing and work with the administration to get into all the details but they are being given a chance to possibly bring revenue into the city and just because they weren’t brought in on the discussions sooner doesn’t mean that they shouldn’t give it a chance. 
Mr. Coffey stated that those questions should have already been answered and they were told after the last meeting that the resolution was dead. 
Mr. Messer stated that he understands what Mr. Coffey is saying but in order for that to happen they have to have a vote of 5-4 for it to fail. 

Mr. Gibson explained that the council operates on majority rules and (COULDN”T  HEAR) 
Mr. Gahan stated that this is a pretty big deal and he would like to hear from the Mayor and asked for a recess until he gets here. 

Mr. Messer stated that this is just the starting point for this and they aren’t making final decisions tonight. 

Mr. Price stated that he is bothered that they haven’t heard from the committee on this issue. 
Mr. Messer stated that it can’t be assigned to committee until they get the ball started on it and pass the first step. 

Mr. Caesar stated that regardless of what happened before this they are on a timeline and if they do not pass the resolution they will have to wait another year to start this process. 

Mr. Malysz stated that he would like to point out that the fiscal plan was done by professionals in the field along with the city staff and this is a very important part of the process. He explained that this area they are taking in is very small, commercial and has a very small population so they do not believe that there will be police and fire issues for this small of an annexation. He reminded them that small details can be changed as they heard at the last meeting but they are running out of time and they need to get the process started. 
X-10-01:
An Ordinance of the Common Council of the City of New                    
Messer                Albany, Indiana, annexing certain territory to the City of                                              New Albany, Indiana, placing the same within the corporation                       boundaries thereof and making the same part of the City of New Albany.

Mr. Messer moved for the first reading of X-10-01, Mr. Zurschmiede second, all voted in favor except for Mr. Coffey and Mr. Price who abstained. 
Mr. Caesar stated that this will now go to the annexation committee and Mr. Gahan will be the chairman.
ADJOURN:
There being no further business before the board, the meeting adjourned at 8:23 p.m. 

_____________________________


_____________________________

Bob Caesar, President Pro-temp



Marcey Wisman, City Clerk
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