THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CIVIL CITY OF NEW ALBANY, INDIANA, HELD A REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING IN THE THIRD FLOOR ASSEMBLY ROOM OF THE CITY/COUNTY BUILDING ON THURSDAY, AUGUST 19, 2010 AT 7:30 P.M.

The meeting of the New Albany City Council was called to order by President John Gonder at 7:30 p.m.  The meeting opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.

MEMBERS PRESENT: Council Members Mr. Coffey, Mr. Caesar, Mr. Price, Mr. McLaughlin, Mrs. Benedetti, Mr. Gahan, Mr. Messer, Mr. Zurschmiede and President John Gonder.  

ALSO PRESENT: Marcey Wisman, City Clerk   

ALSO:  Mayor England, Kay Garry, Scott Wood, and City Attorney, Shane Gibson 

     (D)     Reading, correcting and approval of the journal of the preceding regular or special         meeting;

Mr. Coffey moved to approve the August 2nd meeting minutes, Mr. Price second, all voted in favor

Mr. Price moved to approve the August 9th budget hearing minutes, Mr. Messer second, all voted in favor. 
Mr. Messer moved to approve the August 9th executive hearing minutes, Mr. Caesar second, all voted in favor.

    (E)     Communications, in the following order:

          (1)     From city officials:

(a) Mayor;

Mayor England informed the board that he gave Mrs. Benedetti folders with all the economic development groups in the city. He stated in regards to the Historic Preservation Commission, it is set up according to state statute and he makes the appointments, but if they would like to have a member on the committee he would be glad to appoint them.  He stated that he is happy to see them taking interest in the Farmers Market project and in regards to the appropriation for public safety he has a few items he would like to point out. He reviewed the past years deficit in the public safety funds and showed that they are lowering them each year. He informed the council that Mr. Gibson is going to review for them how they plan on lowering expenses over the next two years through insurance changes and other cuts.

               (b)     Controller;

(b) City Council

Mr. Caesar asked if the council would like to take a few days to review the packet they received from the administration and table the appropriation for the public safety funds this evening for review.

               (d)     City Attorney; and

               (e)     City Engineer.

          (2)     From official commission:

               (a)     Board of Public Works;

               (b)     Plan Commission; and

               (c)     Park Commission.

          (3)     From members of the public, including petitions and remonstrance’s.

Kevin Woods, from Elm Street reported that they haven’t had a flood since he came to the last meeting and the Mayor and Mr. Coffey insisted that the Drainage Dept get out and clean their drains in this area. He stated that this goes to show that their problems were caused by city negligence. He asked how they will be compensated for their losses.

There was a lengthy discussion regarding the flooding problem at 15th and Elm and the losses the citizens who lived there have accrued. 
Diane Fisher, L&D Mailmasters, spoke in favor of the appropriation to 1 Southern Indiana. She explained that they have helped her to bring more jobs to the area and increase her business.
Kevin Hammersmith, Duke Energy, spoke in favor of the appropriation to One Southern Indiana. He stated that Duke is proud to be an investor in One Southern Indiana and as a lifelong resident of Floyd County he believes that New Albany is growing  faster than it has in over 30 years.

Diane McLain, 15th and Elm, stated that she lost her car and filled out the Tort Claim and when she called to check on it they only offered her $2,500. 
Jean Pate, 1916 East Oak Street, asked which one is her councilman. She stated that she would like for them to come out to her neighborhood and look at her neighborhood.
Daniel Downs, retired Firefighter, spoke in favor of the appropriation for public safety because they cannot lose any firefighters. He stated that the fire and police are not afraid of their jobs, they are afraid of not having back up. He stated that the city is not broke they have back up money to shore this up.
Ron Craig, Bradford Realty Corporation, discussed issues that he has with the Historic Preservation Commission
Vicki Denhart, 510 country club drive, she stated that everyone in the room supports the police and fire but the problem is they can’t afford them. 
Richard Duggins, spoke on the appropriation for the public safety funds. He read into the record his statement from earlier in the year explaining that he never told anyone that he planned to retire. 

Tyler Allen spoke on behalf of the resolution they have before them regarding the tolls.
     (F)     Introduction of ordinances in the following order:

(1) Appropriation ordinances;
A-10-09
Additional Appropriation in an Amount of $50,000 from 

Benedetti
the EDIT Fund to Use For Rehabilitation and/or Expansion
of the Downtown Farmers Market

Mrs. Benedetti moved for the first reading of A-10-09, Mr. Zurschmiede second, the motion did not pay with 5 nay votes from Mr. Coffey, Mr. Price, Mr. McLaughlin, Mr. Messer and Mr. Zurschmiede. 
Mr. Coffey stated that he doesn’t have a problem with this, but he believes that they need to start putting money towards other parts of town besides the downtown area.

Susan Kaempher, Farmers Market director, explained that they need to make improvements and they want to build another structure that will mirror the existing one as well as a bridge between the two 

(2) General ordinances;
G-10-17
An Ordinance to Amend §151.02(B): Historic Preservation

Benedetti
Commission: Establishment and Organization
Mrs. Benedetti moved for the first reading of G-10-17, Mr. price second, all voted in favor with the exception of Mr. Coffey and Mr. Gonder
Mrs. Benedetti stated that she would like to make some amendments 

(3) Zoning map ordinances; and

          (4)     Annexation ordinances.

    (G)     Ordinances on second reading, in the same order as in division (F) of this section;

A-10-08
Ordinance For The Appropriation of EDIT Funds


Gahan

Mr. Gahan moved for the second reading of A-10-08, Mr. Caesar second, all voted in favor with the exception of Mr. Coffey, Mr. Price, Mr. Messer and Mr. Gonder who voted no. 
A-10-09
Additional Appropriation in an Amount of $50,000 from 

       Benedetti
the EDIT Fund to Use For Rehabilitation and/or Expansion
of the Downtown Farmers Market

Tabled

G-10-16
An Amendment To Ordinance 50.08 Regarding User/


Caesar
Service Fees for Collection of Refuse, Garbage, and
Yard Waste
Mr. Caesar moved for the second reading of G-10-16, Mr. Zurschmiede second, all voted in favor. 
G-10-17
An Ordinance to Amend §151.02(B): Historic Preservation

       Benedetti
Commission: Establishment and Organization
Tabled
     (H)     Reports of standing committees and third reading of ordinances to which the reports refer in the following order:

(1) Budget and Finance; (Gahan, Benedetti, Price)

A-09-22
Additional Appropriation in an Amount of $2,000,000


Caesar
From the EDIT Fund to Fund the Fire and Police
Departments and the Addition of 5 Police Officers
For 2010

Mr. Caesar moved for 3rd reading of A-09-22, Mrs. Benedetti second, the motion did not pass with 9 nay votes. 

Mr. Coffey asked where the $500,000 that they appropriated last year was used.
Mr. Caesar stated that it was not used last year for the police; they used it to balance the budget.
There was a lengthy discussion regarding the balancing of the 2009 budget and what they need to balance the 2010 budget.

Mr. Gibson reviewed his hand-out that he gave them regarding the public safety funding and the proposed budgets for 2011 and 2012. Said hand-outs are on file with the City Clerk’s office. 
Mr. Paul Haub, FOP President informed the council that they have started the education process, and it does not violate their contract requirements for insurance be greater or better.
Mr. Gibson reviewed the 2012 budget projections he presented in his hand-out.
There was a lengthy discussion regarding the HSA Plan and how it will save the city money.

Mr. Gahan thanked Mr. Gibson for the information, but asked why they are just now getting a formal plan 3 years in and why they are using EDIT Funds.
Mr. Gibson stated that it doesn’t matter to the administration what fund it comes out of but he can’t answer the question as to why they are just now
Mr. Zurschmiede asked Mrs. Garry what their options were for funding 

Mrs. Garry informed him that there is approximately $1.2 in Rainy Day that has not been appropriated, and the Riverboat has about $700,000.
There was a lengthy discussion regarding the budget problems with over-time in public safety departments.
Mr. Zurschmiede stated that none of this effects the problems that they face at the moment and he believes they all agree that they are going to have to fund this in some way, but he feels this is more of a rainy day issue. 
(2) Rules; (Caesar, Gahan, Gonder)

(3) Public Utilities and Transportation; (Gonder, Zurschmiede, Messer)

(4) Police Department; (Caesar, Price, Zurschmiede)

          (5)     Fire Department; (Coffey, Benedetti, Price)

(5) Public Safety and Traffic; (McLaughlin, Messer, Price)

          (7)     Public Works; (Caesar, Coffey, Messer)

          (8)     Public Health and Welfare; (McLaughlin, Gahan, Gonder)

          (9)     Schools and Library; (Gahan, Coffey, Benedetti)

          (10)   Development and Annexation. (Messer, McLaughlin, Gonder)

     (I)      Special committees;

     (J)     Miscellaneous business;

R-10-26
Resolution for a Salary Reduction and Revoking of Health
Coffey


Insurance to Part Time Elected Office Holders

Mr. Coffey stated that he wanted to table this
Mrs. Benedetti objected 
Mr. Coffey moved to table R-10-26, Mr. Price second, motion to table passed with a vote of 5 ayes, and 4 nays.

R-10-27
Resolution Opposing the Use of Tolls on the Ohio River

McLaughlin 


Bridges
Mr. McLaughlin moved to approve R-10-27, Mr. Price second, all voted in favor with the exception of Mr. Caesar and Mr. Zurschmiede who voted no. 
Mr. Messer asked if they were ready to vote to bring G-10-01 off the table.
Mrs. Benedetti stated that she still has issues and is not ready to bring that off the committee.
Mr. Gonder asked Mrs. Benedetti if she wants to create a committee for the Historic Preservation committee. 

The committee will be made up of Mrs. Benedetti, Mr. Gahan, Mr. Price and Mr. Gonder.

The council set a budget hearing for Wednesday at 5:30.
ADJOURN:
There being no further business before the board, the meeting adjourned at 10:24 p.m. 

_____________________________


_____________________________

John Gonder, President 



Marcey Wisman, City Clerk
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