A PUBLIC HEARING OF THE BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS & SAFETY OF THE CIVIL CITY OF NEW ALBANY, INDIANA, WILL BE HELD IN THE THIRD FLOOR ASSEMBLY ROOM AT THE CITY/COUNTY BUILDING ON TUESDAY, DECEMBER 6, 2011 AT 11:00 A.M.

PRESENT: Matthew Denison, Kay Garry, Suellen Wilkinson

ALSO PRESENT: Mickey Thompson, Sherrie Holmes, Shane Gibson, Kevin Zurschmiede, Dan Coffey and Mindy Milburn
Mr. Denison called the meeting to order at 11:01 a.m.
Mr. Denison stated that they would anticipate that this would be on the agenda for next Tuesday’s meeting for a vote but they are here today to hear any comments from the public.
Mr. Zurschmiede stated that he just found out about this a couple of days ago so he went out to look at the property. He explained that in his mind this isn’t anything that they would want to sell right now for several reasons. He stated that they could potentially expand their Street Department in the future based on the new administration’s decision. He stated that there isn’t a lot of excess land out there to use for parking and if they get rid of this lot where are they going to store those cars because from what he can see it is pretty full in that lot most of the time.  

Mr. Coffey stated that Mr. Zurschmiede makes some interesting points and he agrees that they shouldn’t be making these decisions for a new administration that isn’t even in office yet. He explained that they all would like to bring sanitation back in house which would require them to expand the Street Department and they would need this land. 

Steve Stumler Grantline Nursery Center stated that he has had his eye on this property for a long time and would love to purchase this property for gardens and landscape showcasing. He stated that he would get more use of the property and they would get a new tax base out of it as well as it would help his business with their parking situation. 

Mr. Rosenbarger presented a package of information to the board for review. 
Mrs. Wilkinson asked if the property has been appraised. 

Mr. Rosenbarger stated that they have been but if they see those numbers in a public meeting they lose a negotiating tool. 

Mr. Denison stated that there are a lot of details that they are going to have to take into consideration and if they have questions for Mr. Gibson they can get those to him before the next meeting. 

Mrs. Garry asked why this had to be done now instead of waiting for the new administration. 

Mr. Zurschmiede stated that it appears that the nursery is using some of the property right now which he doesn’t have an issue with at all and maybe they could come to an agreement for him to use the property but still stay in possession of the city. He stated that there is no reason to expedite this issue since he is already using part of the property. 

Mrs. Wilkinson stated that she doesn’t get the sense that anyone wants to sell this property and she agrees with Mr. Zurschmiede that there is no reason to expedite the process so she doesn’t know if they need to consider this at all. 

Mr. Denison stated that while this is not time to take a vote he does have issues with giving up this property in the event that the city will need it in the future. 

Mrs. Wilkinson asked Mr. Gibson about the appraisals being made public information. 

Mr. Gibson stated that they do become public record at some point but as far as this one goes he would need to look up the state law and let them know. 
Mr. Denison asked that this be put as a new business item for next week and if they get all of the questions answered they can take action then. 
ADJOURN:

There being no further business before the board, the meeting adjourned at 11:22 a.m. 
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