THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CIVIL CITY OF NEW ALBANY, INDIANA, HELD A SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING IN THE FOURTH FLOOR CIRCUIT COURT ROOM OF THE CITY/COUNTY BUILDING ON WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2010 AT 6:00 P.M.

The following order of business shall be observed by the Common Council at its meetings:
The meeting of the New Albany City Council was called to order by President John Gonder at 6:00 p.m.  The meeting opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.

MEMBERS PRESENT: Council Members Mr. Coffey, Mr. Caesar, Mr. Price, Mr. McLaughlin, Mrs. Benedetti, Mr. Gahan, Mr. Messer and Mr. Zurschmiede.
ALSO PRESENT: Mayor England, Carl Malysz, Kay Garry, John Rosenbarger, Shane Gibson, Matthew Lorch and Marcey Wisman
     (D)     Reading, correcting and approval of the journal of the preceding regular or special meeting;
    (E)     Communications, in the following order:

          (1)     From city officials:

(a) Mayor;
Mayor England addressed the council and stated that he came to them earlier in the year after receiving the approved budget from the DLGF and told them that he would need additional funds to support the budgets for public safety.  He asked that they approve the $1.7 M so that the general fund does not go further in the red.
(b) Controller;
Mrs. Garry informed the council that there is an assessed levy meeting with the DLGF in the Auditor’s office Monday, December 27 at 10:00. It is a public hearing and typically does not last long, but they are all invited to attend.
(c)
City Council

   (d)     City Attorney; and

               (e)     City Engineer.

          (2)     From official commission:

               (a)     Board of Public Works;

               (b)     Plan Commission; and

               (c)     Park Commission.

          (3)     From members of the public, including petitions and remonstrances.
Jeff Eastridge stated that he has been coming to these meetings for the past year because he is not just a business man but a lifetime resident of New Albany as well. He stated that he has been trying to figure out what is wrong with this city and he has even gone to other local business people to ask their opinion. He stated that everyone says the same thing; that the problem with the city was sitting in this room.  He informed them that he has been told by developers and business people that they are embarrassed by the way the council and the administration bickers and grandstands and they would never bring prospective clients to a meeting for that very reason. He also told them that some of them spend way too much time worrying about the nickels and dimes rather than the dollars. He reminded them that the reason they are even in the offices they are in is not because they are the best person for the job, but because the voters felt that they were the best they had to choose from. He also stated that the way they treat businessmen; such as Sam Shine at the last meeting and making Mr. Andres wait for their approval on his purchase of this property for his expansion, made them seem as if they were anti-business.
     (F)     Introduction of ordinances in the following order:

(1) Appropriation ordinances;


(2) General ordinances;


(3) Zoning map ordinances; and

          (4)     Annexation ordinances.

    (G)     Ordinances on second reading, in the same order as in division (F) of this section;
     (H)     Reports of standing committees and third reading of ordinances to which the reports refer in the following order:
(1) Budget and Finance; (Gahan, Benedetti, Price)
A-10-13
Addition Appropriation in an Amount of $1,700,000 From

Benedetti
the EDIT Fund for General Fund Expenses

Mrs. Benedetti moved to introduce A-10-13, Mr. Caesar second, the motion failed with 5 no votes from Mr. Coffey, Mr. Price, Mrs. Benedetti, Mr. Gahan, and Mr. Zurschmiede. 

Mr. Coffey suggested that a new ordinance be written because they have changed where the money would be coming from. 

Mr. Caesar explained that where the administration gets the money from is not part of the ordinance and is not what the council is voting on. They are simply voting on whether or not they want to balance the 2010 budget. 

Mr. Coffey stated that the people do not understand why there had to be a sewer increase if the sewer utility has money to give to EDIT. 

Mr. Gibson explained the money is coming from a TIF revenue bond that was taken out in 2008 for work on Grantline Road Industrial Park, and that after examining the language of the bond they realized they could have used the money to pay for the basin 35 extension. So it was decided that they would reimburse the money to the Sewer Board for the basin 35 extension and the Sewer Board has decided, in order to aid the city council balance the budget, to reimburse the funds they have received from EDIT.

Mr. Zurschmiede asked if the revenue bond was like a line of credit. 

There was a lengthy discussion explaining how the revenue bond fund operates. 

Mrs. Benedetti asked Mrs. Garry what the available amounts are in Rainy Day, Riverboat, and EDIT funds were and why they $1.7M cannot be paid of the Rainy Day and Riverboat. 

Mrs. Garry reviewed the current cash balances in the funds which totaled approximately $7 M. She then explained that the reason she had the $1.7 come from EDIT is because they did not have to wait for the approval of the DLGF to use those funds as you do with the other two funds and it is too late in the year to get the DLGF approval for the Rainy Day and Riverboat funds.
(2) Rules; (Caesar, Gahan, Gonder)


(3) Public Utilities and Transportation; (Gonder, Zurschmiede, Messer)

(4) Police Department; (Caesar, Price, Zurschmiede)


(5) Fire Department; (Coffey, Benedetti, Price)

(6) Public Safety and Traffic; (McLaughlin, Messer, Price)


(7) Public Works; (Caesar, Coffey, Messer)

(8) Public Health and Welfare; (McLaughlin, Gahan, Gonder)

(9) Schools and Library; (Gahan, Coffey, Benedetti)


(10) Development and Annexation. (Messer, McLaughlin, Gonder)
     (I)      Special committees;

     (J)     Miscellaneous business;
R-10-45
Resolution Approving Sale of the Old New Albany Sanitation Building/

Coffey


Old City Garage

Mr. Coffey moved to introduce R-10-45, Mr. Price second, all voted in favor. 

Mr. Coffey stated that they put off voting on this last week because they had questions about the clean up. 

Mr. Gibson stated that he contacted IDEM and it was indicated to him that they did not see this monitoring going on much longer and they were sure that they would receive reimburse for the monies spent for the clean-up and monitoring over the years.
ADJOURN:
There being no further business before the board, the meeting adjourned at 7:21 p.m. 


_____________________________


_____________________________

John Gonder, President 



Marcey Wisman, City Clerk
