A MEETING OF THE BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS & SAFETY OF THE CIVIL CITY OF NEW ALBANY, INDIANA, WAS HELD IN THE THIRD FLOOR ASSEMBLY ROOM AT THE CITY/COUNTY BUILDING ON TUESDAY, AUGUST 4, 2015 AT 10:00 A.M.

PRESENT: Mickey Thompson, member, Cheryl Cotner-Bailey, member and Warren V. Nash, president.  

OTHERS PRESENT:  Chris Gardner, Michael Hall, Linda Moeller, Fire Chief Juliot, Fire Marshal Koehler, Police Chief Bailey, Colonel Fudge, David Hall, Brandon Sailings, David Duggins, Larry Summers, Shane Gibson, Trent Baker, Brandi Orth, Courtney Lewis, Greg Phipps, Brian Slade, Jessica Campbell and Vicki Glotzbach. 

CALL TO ORDER:

Mr. Nash called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m.
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:

NEW BUSINESS:
1. Vectren re: Cut requests for 224 Maevi Drive – Street Permit, 1905 Charlestown Road – Sidewalk Permit, and 737 West 9th Street – Street Permit, 1823 Conservative St(12639275)-Sidewalk permit
Mr. Harbeson stated that the first three have been completed but 1823 Conservative Street is pending and is a 5X5 sidewalk cut. 
Mr. Thompson moved to approve the above cuts, Mrs. Cotner-Bailey second, motion carries.

2. Stephen Powell re: Mobile Food Cart at Market and State
Mr. Powell stated that three weeks ago he came before the board to get a permit in front of Hugh E. Bir’s and would now like to expand to the corner of Market Street and State Street in front of Comfy Cow on Tuesdays from 11:00 a.m. until 7:00 p.m.

Mr. Nash asked if he has permission from Comfy Cow.

Mr. Powell said that he does.  He said that he spoke with the owner, Deborah Flowers, and she is very supportive. 

Mr. Thompson reminded Mr. Powell that he would have to make sure he is compliance with ADA and not block the sidewalk.
Mrs. Cotner-Bailey asked what timeframe he would doing this.

Mr. Powell stated that he would like to start next week and be there through the end of November.

Mr. Thompson stated that he couldn’t be there during Harvest Homecoming.

Mr. Powell stated that he understands that and will not be at Hugh E. Bir’s corner during Harvest Homecoming either.   
Mrs. Cotner-Bailey moved to approve, Mr. Thompson second, motion carries.

3. Carl Holiday re: Main Street 
Mr. Holiday distributed a letter for the board to review that they received from the Culbertson Mansion regarding the coffin races on Saturday, September 26th and the closing of Main Street that day.  He stated that they have a wedding scheduled for that Saturday for over 300 guests and they have parking for 150 guests so they will need to use some of the parking on Main Street.  He suggested that the races be moved down to the amphitheater and race along the river.   
Mr. Day stated that they are booked about every Saturday and it is not fair to business.
Mrs. Cotner-Bailey stated that the request did come before the board but no action was taken because the board asked them to reach out to the neighbors to notify them.
Mr. Holiday urged the board to deny the request for that day and consider the amphitheater.
Mrs. Cotner-Bailey asked if it would still affect them if they had the race in the morning.

Mr. Holiday replied yes, because they have a band coming and all of the setups will have to be done early in the day.
Mr. Nash thanked them for coming in and bringing this to the board’s attention. 
COMMUNICATIONS – PUBLIC:
Ms. Teresa Baxter stated that Develop New Albany is having a fundraiser on August 23, 2015 and requested that the boat ramp at the amphitheater be closed all day because they are offering cruises on The Spirit of Jefferson.
Mr. Nash asked Ms. Baxter to speak about the coffin races.
Ms. Baxter stated that Develop New Albany is willing to do whatever to make it work.  She added that they don’t want to make anyone mad and is sure that they can work something out.
Mr. Nash asked if the races could be moved to the riverfront.

Ms. Baxter stated that she would have to talk to everyone about it.  She then explained that she has met with Mr. Gardner and requested that the boat ramp be closed on August 23rd.

Mr. Nash asked if it needed to be closed all day.

Ms. Baxter replied that she thinks it probably should be.
Mr. Nash asked how much the tickets are for the boat cruises.

Ms. Baxter replied the tickets are $15.00 for the early cruise and $35.00 for the evening cruise.
Mr. Nash asked Mr. Gardner about closing the ramp.
Mr. Gardner recommended that it be closed the entire day and explained that they will put out advanced warning signage and then close it at midnight the night before.
Mr. Gibson stated that someone will need to touch base with Fire Chief Juliot just in case of emergency.

Ms. Baxter asked if she needed to have someone from The Spirit of Jefferson to contact Fire Chief Juliot.

Mr. Gibson replied yes. 
Mrs. Cotner moved to approve the closure of the boat ramp on August 23rd for fundraiser, Mr. Thompson second, motion carries.

Ms. Marcia Booker stated that she is seeing a problem with grass clippings being blown into the streets which can cause drainage issues.  She added that in the fall the leaves are blown into the streets and this can also clog the drainage system.  She said that she wondered if the problem had ever been addressed and what we can do to solve it.  She also said that she has complained to her neighbors because they have a lawn care service that comes in so they have stopped leaving their clippings in the street. 
Mr. Nash stated that she is absolutely right and it has been an ongoing problem.

Mr. Thompson stated that it is unfortunately an enforcement problem but they could be cited for it because it is an illicit discharge that does end up in the storm drainage system.  He explained that the problem is catching the lawn care services doing it and being able to get someone from code enforcement out there to cite them.  He added that if he sees someone doing it, he stops and tells them that they can’t do that and that they have to get it out of the street. 
Ms. Booker stated that she knows the enforcement officers have their hands full but she just noticed this year that the problem has become worse.
Mr. Phipps stated that he is in support of the street piano proposal.  He said it is an out-of-the-box idea and a lot of school kids have been involved in the project.  He also said that he thinks it would complement the invigoration that is taking place in the downtown area and hopes that the board will give it serious consideration.  He also concurred with Ms. Booker that people will even trim their hedges and leave the clippings on that sidewalks which impedes pedestrian traffic and is something that we need a little more enforcement on.
Ms. Sherri Pool, Frosty Treats, stated that she was present to renew her vendor’s permit for their ice cream truck.  She explained that she has her health department permit, parks department permit and proof of insurance.

Mr. Nash asked if they had a permit last year. 

Ms. Pool replied yes.
Mr. Thompson moved to approve contingent upon verification of required documentation with the clerk’s office, Mrs. Cotner-Bailey second, motion carries.

Mr. Roger Baylor stated that Dr. Gilderbloom of U of L will be at the New Albany Floyd County Library at 6:00 p.m. in the Strassweg Auditorium.  He said that it was arranged by Councilman Gonder and Dr. Gilderbloom will be giving a presentation on the positive effects of conversion of one-way streets into two-way streets which includes safety, reduction of accidents, increase in property values and a reduction in crime.  

OLD BUSINESS:
1. Sign Placement at 35 West 1st Street
Mr. Thompson stated that he has someone reaching out to the gentleman that requested the sign to let him know that his next option is a residential parking permit.
2. Street Piano Proposal
Mrs. Roseberry stated that the liability issue of the piano will be covered by the insurance of Jimmy’s Music Center.  She also stated that the paperwork that specifies that will be completed this afternoon.
Jimmy, Jimmy’s Music Center, stated that it is covered under his insurance.
Mr. Gibson stated that he wanted to go through what needs to be done.  He explained that Jimmy supplied insurance showing that is covered so it is subject to the conditions that the piano is going to be pushed up against Jimmy’s store under the awning, the condition that the project will conform to the images that were provided to the board and should stay in that same condition with minor wear and tear, that they meet with Mr. Thompson or someone on staff on installation just make sure that it is secured and that no one outside of Jimmy or Mrs. Roseberry will have access to move it once approved by the city.  He added that the insurance was to hold the city harmless if something happens and obviously the reason for that is because we are putting a private piece in a public roadway and unfortunately he is dealing with another piece of art that was put in and someone was hurt on.  He also added that the board should have something in the next few weeks as far as a formal policy on art projects and that was part of the problem because the city doesn’t have a formal policy on art in the right-of-ways.  He then said that the timeframe for the piano would be from the date of approval until October 18th.
Mr. Thompson moved to approve with the conditions of the legal department, Mrs. Cotner-Bailey second, motion carries.
3. Parking spaces blocked in front of Hitching Post for benefit ride 
Mr. Thompson explained that it is public parking so they couldn’t block them off and stated that if it turned into a major event then the police need to be notified if it would interfere with traffic on Market Street.
Mr. Thompson moved to deny, Mrs. Cotner-Bailey second, motion carries.
TABLED ITEMS:

COMMUNICATIONS - CITY OFFICIALS:
1. Paul Speights re: Handicap parking request at 2108 Reno Avenue
Mr. Thompson stated that they do have the form that Mr. Speights approved so he will do the locates and get the spot installed.
Mr. Thompson moved to approve, Mrs. Cotner-Bailey second, motion carries.

2. Chris Gardner re: Greenway 5K Event at amphitheater on September 26th from 5:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m.
Mr. Gardner explained that the Ohio River Greenway Commission has requested the use of the amphitheater on Saturday, September 26th for their annual 5K fundraiser.  He stated that it is available.

Mr. Nash asked if they just run on Water Street.

Mr. Gardner replied yes.

Mr. Thompson moved to approve the closure of Water Street and use of amphitheater on Saturday, September 26th, Mrs. Cotner-Bailey second, motion carries.
APPOINTMENTS: 

BIDS:

CLAIMS:

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

Mrs. Cotner-Bailey moved to approve the Regular Meeting Minutes for July 28, 2015, Mr. Thompson second, motion carries. 
ADJOURN:

There being no further business before the board, the meeting adjourned at 10:35 a.m.

______________________               


_______________________
Warren V. Nash, President
       

            Vicki Glotzbach, City Clerk

                                                                         4                                                      Board of Works

                             
                                                                                                      August 4, 2015

All meetings are recorded and on file with the City Clerk’s Office

