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THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CIVIL CITY OF NEW ALBANY, INDIANA, HELD 
A REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER AT NEW ALBANY 
CITY HALL ON MONDAY, MAY 4, 2026 AT 7:00 P.M. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Council Members: Mrs. Collier, Mr. Phipps, Mr. FitzGerald, Mrs. 
Gohmann, Mr. Blair, Mrs. Griffith, Mrs. Murphy, Mr. Unruh and President Dickey.  
 
ALSO PRESENT:  Mrs. Manning (Remote), Mr. Gibson, Ms. Johnson, Ms. Miller, Mr. Wood 
and Mrs. Glotzbach 
 
President Dickey called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
A MOMENT OF SILENT PRAYER, CENTERING OR REFLECTION: 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 
 
ROLL CALL: 
 
APPROVAL OR CORRECTION OF THE FOLLOWING MINUTES: 
 
Mrs. Murphy moved to approve the Regular Meeting Minutes for April 16, 2026, Mr. 
Phipps second, all voted in favor. 
 
COMMUNICATIONS – COUNCIL: 
 
Mrs. Collier stated she wanted to take a moment to recognize that yesterday was MSL3 Day. She 
said it's an ultra-rare genetic disorder and she just wanted to bring a little bit of awareness to it 
because her great-nephew was the 42nd person to ever be diagnosed with this genetic disorder, 
and it's important to raise awareness because he is different. She stated because he is different, 
unfortunately, his life is a lot harder and the disease is so rare they get a day, not even a month. 
She said yesterday was the official day for that, so she just wanted to take a moment to recognize 
everybody in our communities that has something that makes them different. She also said we 
should all be mindful to be more accepting of those things so their lives are not harder than what 
they already are. 
 
Mr. Phipps stated May is Military Appreciation Month and is also Mental Health Awareness 
Month as well as Older Americans Month. He said tomorrow, he’d just like to wish everyone 
Happy Cinco de Mayo. 
 
Mr. FitzGerald stated if you have not voted yet, the polls are open tomorrow from 6 a.m. to 6 
p.m. tomorrow, so make sure that you get out and make your voice heard. 
 
Mrs. Gohmann stated to piggyback on what Mr. FitzGerald said, tomorrow is a very important 
day in Indiana, it's election day. She said that rides to the polls are available and that phone 
number, if you need a ride, is 812-725-2020.  
 
Mr. Blair stated he had a question for our two members on the Redevelopment Commission. He 
said the News and Tribune reported that money was allocated from the CDBG funds, and there 
was $100,000.00 that went to the city of New Albany for administration and planning, and then 
there was another amount of $314,000.00 that went to the city of New Albany for public facilities 
improvement projects. He stated there wasn't a lot of detail in the article and he was just hoping to 
get a little more information on both of those projects.  
 
Mr. Dickey stated the public facilities money relates to, for example, in the past we've done 
sidewalk improvements and things of that nature that adds to the work that we program through 
our regular budget, but it's targeted into the Community Development Block Grant areas. He said 
then the administrative money pays or goes toward our staff and related administrative expenses 
to run the program, and there are a couple different employees that are in that. 
 
Mrs. Collier stated when she worked in redevelopment, there were certain projects, such as the 
Home Ownership Assistance Program or the Emergency Repair Program. She said those were 
CDBG programs, and in redevelopment, when she was there, we had to allocate our time, how 
much time we spent each day working on whatever we were working on. She stated when it was 
a CDBG project, some of her time could be paid for from administration costs. She added that 
was back in 2008 and that's how it was being done.  
 



                                                                 2                                                 City Council  
                                                                                                                 May 4, 2026 

 
All meetings are recorded and on file with the City Clerk’s Office      

Mr. Blair asked if that staff money wasn’t already budgeted and part of our budget? He asked if 
they are hiring or bringing in additional workers for that?  
 
Mrs. Collier stated she thinks the funding was kind of built in to help and the administrative 
costs were allowed to cover the staff time working on CDBG projects. She added that was built 
into the way each employee was paid. 
 
Ms. Johnson stated the staff member in redevelopment that is paid from Community 
Development Block Grant funds, as Mrs. Collier is detailing, puts down all of those hours on a 
timesheet that we keep, and then those are billed to CDBG. She added what Mr. Blair is referring 
to is maybe the salary is set through the salary ordinance, and then the actual salary and benefits 
are paid out of CDBG for that staff member. 
 
Mr. Blair said so when we did our budget, did we take that into consideration that that worker 
would be partially paid for CDBG and then partially paid for other things?  
 
Ms. Johnson stated their salary is covered in full by CDBG, and their benefits are as well. 
 
Mr. Dickey stated that would be part of the revenue that we would anticipate for paying that.  
 
Ms. Johnson said the administrative cost also takes into account any type of consulting fees that 
we may have for work on, say, the consolidated plan or an annual action plan, things like that. 
She added it would also take into account supplies in the office, so we would account for any 
paper or printing that's used for CDBG specifically is then billed to CDBG. She also added that 
advertising takes a good chunk out of that, which we're required to do.  
 
Mrs. Griffith stated she just wanted to wish everybody a Happy Mother's Day if you're a mom, 
and if not, call your mother and wish her a Happy Mother's Day if she's still here. 
 
Mrs. Murphy stated along those lines, tomorrow is election day so make your mother proud and 
go vote. She said you can go to the fairgrounds, New Albany High School, Floyd Central High 
School, Georgetown Elementary, Prosser, Novaparke, or the New Albany Library from 6 a.m. to 
6 p.m. She added Mrs. Gohmann gave the number for a ride. She then said don’t forget your 
moms on Sunday, May 10th. She added this week is Teacher Appreciation Week, so please let 
your teachers know how much you appreciate them.  
 
Mr. Unruh stated the Southern Indiana Arts Alliance, as part of their Spring Shakespeare Tour, 
is presenting William Shakespeare's Pericles. He said that is this coming Saturday, May 9th at 2 
p.m. at our Bicentennial Park at 118 East Spring Street in New Albany. 
 
Mr. Dickey stated May is also NF Awareness Month and several of you will remember that we 
set that out in a resolution a few years back on this council. He said NF is short for 
Neurofibromatosis and it’s, unfortunately, something that he knows a lot about because both his 
son and his wife have NF. He stated, luckily, his family has a very mild case, but it can have 
considerable impacts, but luckily, we have a regional center at the Cincinnati Children's Hospital 
that is number one in the nation for that, and gives them a tremendous resource. He said he did 
want to mention that redevelopment approved, as Mr. Blair mentioned, the action plan for 13 
projects that were given funds and he wants to just highlight a few of those. He said one was the 
new directions emergency repair program that helps those in need with repairs to their homes in 
order to stay in those homes and in the community. He stated another was the homeownership 
assistance program as well as court-appointed special advocates of Floyd County also received 
funding. He added Hope Southern Indiana received funding as well as Lifespan Resources, just to 
name a few. He added there is a full list and he posted some information on his own Facebook 
about it, but he believes you can get more information through the city page as well. He stated 
lastly, obviously May is also Mother's Day and similar to his council colleagues, he wants to 
celebrate all our moms. 
 
COMMUNICATIONS – MAYOR: 
 
COMMUNICATIONS – OTHER CITY DEPARTMENTS OR CITY OFFICIALS: 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS: 
 
MEETINGS OF A COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE, AS OTHERWISE PERMITTED 
AND APPROPRIATE: 
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REPORTS – COMMITTEES, EXCLUDING ORDINANCES ON 2ND READING (WHICH 
SHALL BE MADE DURING CONSIDERATION OF ORDINANCES ON 2ND READING) 
OR OTHER OFFICIALS AS REQUESTED BY A MAJORITY VOTE OF THE 
COUNCIL: 
 
Mrs. Gohmann presented the following report for the Public Safety & Traffic Committee 
meeting: 
 
Date/Time: April 27, 2026, 1:00 pm 
Location: New Albany City Hall, 142 East Main Street, Media Room 
 
Committee Members Present: Louise Gohmann - Chair, Christopher FitzGerald Member 
 
The Public Safety and Traffic Committee met to review items brought up at the April 14th public 
meeting hosted at the Floyd County Library. 
 
Five members attended: Louise Gohmann, Greg Phipps, Chris FitzGerald, Elaine Murphy, and 
Stephanie Griffith. 
 
Four members of the public attended: Tony Toran, Sr, Cisa Kubley, Amy Clere, Adam Rutledge 
 
While reviewing the following items, two over-arching themes occurred: Increase enforcement 
and an increase of infrastructure investment 
 
Issues Presented to Committee: 
• Semi-trucks speeding and using the side streets 

• Korb and Indiana 
• Mt Tabor between Klerner and Charlestown 

• Increased traffic speeding around school zones 
• Vehicles passing buses when picking up/dropping off students 
• Speeding on streets 

• Mt. Tabor between Klerner and Charlestown 
• Laib to Roselawn (Slate Run to Charlestown) 

• Repair work on Laib 
• Road diet on Ekin 
• Speeding on 8th Street by cemetery curve 
• Children at Ply sign placement at Gary and Fenwick 
• Parking on the left side facing traffic 

• Zurschmeide Drive 
• Crosswalk/pedestrian safety at Vincennes/Culbertson intersection 
• Crosswalks on Spring Street 
 
Mr. FitzGerald passed out the following report to each council member for the Development & 
Annexation Committee meeting: 
 
Time: 10:00am 
Location: New Albany City Hall, 142 East Main Street, the media room 
 
Members Present: Christopher FitzGerald - Chair, Adam Dickey, and Greg Phipps 
 
Staff Present: Scott Wood, Director of Planning and Zoning; Krisjans Streips, Chief Planner, and 
Marietta Miller, Planner 
 
The Development and Annexation Committee met to discuss G-26-03 An Ordinance of the 
Common Council of the City of New Albany, Indiana extending the temporary moratorium on 
the construction of non-owner-occupied multi-family housing structures and the issuance of 
permits for short term rentals.  
 
Director Wood presented an updated timeline/roadmap for the updated Planning and Zone code. 
Aims to have the code to the Plan Commission by August and to Council for passage in 
November. With Ms. Miller joining the department as a Planner, things have moved faster. Areas 
of final focus are: 
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 1. Definitions 
 2. Zone Districts 
 3. Use tables 
 4. Development Standards 
 
Director Wood indicated that there have been very few calls to his office from people who were 
wanting to build multi-family housing or inquiring about short term rental registration. 
 
Councilman Phipps asked about definitions that may not pertain to New Albany right now, but 
may in the future. Director Wood indicated that some of the definitions like Ocean Ports are 
excluded, but the office is working to be holistic in what areas the city may need to focus on in 
the future. 
 
Councilman Dickey brought up constituent concerns about multi-family developments, and 
pivoted remarks back to the moratorium. 
 
Director Wood recognized the timeline situation leading up to this week, and is comfortable with 
the timeline to get the updated code to the Plan Commission and Council for final passage in 
November. 
 
Councilman Dickey motioned to send G-26-03 to the full Council. Councilman Phipps seconded. 
Motion passed 3-0 with Councilman FitzGerald joining with the majority. 
 
Councilman Phipps moved to adjourn. Councilman Dickey seconded.  
Motion passed 3-0. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 10:22 am 
 
APPROVAL OF CF-1 FORMS: 
 
INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES FOR FIRST READING: 
 
G-26-03 An Ordinance of the Common Council of the  Phipps 1 
  City of New Albany, Indiana Extending the 
  Temporary Moratorium on the Construction of 
  Non-Owner-Occupied Multi-Family Housing 
  Structures and the Issuance of Permits for 
  Short-term Rentals Under Ordinance G-24-02 
 
Action Taken: Referred to the Development & Annexation Committee. 
 
INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES FOR SECOND READING: 
 
COMMUNICATIONS PUBLIC: G-26-03 Extension of Moratorium 
 
Mr. Daniel Gerkin, 2104 E. Elm Street, stated he had some questions and thoughts about the 
extension of the moratorium ordinance. He said short-term rentals are cited as a problem in the 
ordinance, specifically the number of these rentals and the high rate of noncompliance among 
short-term rental permit holders. He stated the original reasoning also cites more of these short-
term rentals than in comparable areas around us. He agrees that we do not need any more 
dedicated short-term rentals, as we have plenty. He believes the city should rescind all short-term 
rental permits in the city, reduce the amount of permits available to free up housing inventory, 
and then enact a lottery system to re-establish the permits. He stated this could also provide an 
opportunity to create better short-term rental rules and enforcement. He then asked if enforcement 
of the permit rules increased since the original passage of the ordinance? He said it was cited as 
an issue and he’d like to know how we're going to deal with that. He asked if any changes to the 
rules or process have been explored? He stated this approach would free up housing stock for 
residents and would create a better partnership between these short-term rental owners and their 
neighbors because of clear and enforced rules. He said on the topic of permanent multifamily 
housing units like apartment complexes, there are so many people who cannot afford to purchase 
their own home or simply do not want to. He asked where would these people live especially 
since the city is growing and the county around us is growing? He stated they would need to 
move to neighboring communities who will get the benefit of tax dollars and investments in their 
local businesses instead of the local businesses here. He said we need to take stronger action to 
address these issues with meaningful steps. He suggested looking into options that will create 
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developments that incorporate housing, business, and community spaces altogether. He thinks 
increasing this kind of density will bring vibrancy to the city and create walkable and livable 
areas. He would welcome these kinds of multifamily developments in his neighborhood if it was 
incorporated with beneficial local businesses that he could walk to, and places that he could go 
hang out with the community around him. He added more people means more money available to 
support businesses and community spaces. He said extending this ban will continue to push the 
problem into the future and hurt us along the way. He stated we can tackle this short-term rental 
problem, the lack of housing stock availability, and the lack of availability of affordable rentals 
for residents in better ways than this ordinance. He encouraged the council to explore alternative 
options. He then thanked the council for their time. 
 
Mr. Zachary White, 1937 E. Spring Street, stated this is not the first time he has appeared 
before the council in opposition to extending this ordinance. He said the first time that this was 
proposed many years ago, he stated that there is no known instance in the United States where a 
moratorium enacted for a single year does not require an extension, and he warned about the 
dangers of a multifamily moratorium and the effects it has had on the communities that has 
enacted them. He added it increases the time that projects take off the ground as well as attracting 
investment into their communities, etc. He stated the moratorium passed that year, and then a year 
later he stood before the council, cautioning again not to extend it, citing that the construction 
industry, which he is a part of is just getting worse when it comes to multifamily procurement of 
materials and manpower. He said so here he is once again asking that this moratorium not be 
extended. He stated for most multifamily projects, it takes a minimum of two years to get funding 
and planning before approaching the planning agencies in any jurisdiction, and then another two 
to three years until the construction is finalized. He said if you doubt him, you can look no further 
than just next door with the Oxbow, which was originally started with the planning process back 
before the moratorium was proposed in 2021, which was when they drafted the initial plans, and 
with the Padgett development down the street. He stated a lot information has been previously 
sent to members of the council, and if you are interested in receiving it again, his email is on the 
contact form. He stated again, he cannot stress the continued damage to the city that a moratorium 
will affect. He then thanked the council for their time. 
 
COMMUNICATIONS PETITIONER: G-26-03 Extension of Moratorium 
 
G-26-03 An Ordinance of the Common Council of the  Phipps 2 
  City of New Albany, Indiana Extending the 
  Temporary Moratorium on the Construction of 
  Non-Owner-Occupied Multi-Family Housing 
  Structures and the Issuance of Permits for 
  Short-term Rentals Under Ordinance G-24-02 
 
Mr. Phipps introduced Bill G-26-03 and moved to approve the second reading, Mrs. Collier 
second, all voted in favor with the exception of Mrs. Gohmann and Mrs. Griffith who voted 
no. 
 
Mr. Phipps stated we had our Annexation and Development Committee this morning that Mr. 
Fitzgerald chaired, and he's provided you with a very detailed analysis of our findings, and it was 
voted on to forward to the council favorably, unanimously. He said again, the zoning department 
is working on the new zoning code, and we want to extend this moratorium until the new zoning 
ordinance is in place. He stated in addition to this information, the staff also provided us with a 
tentative timetable for this process, which would begin with stakeholder meetings in July, 
followed by a presentation to the 
Plan Commission in August, and possibly another stakeholder meeting in September. He added 
the Plan Commission would probably have this on their agenda to vote in October, and then it 
would come to the council in November. He said if all of that proceeds correctly on the timeline, 
we'd probably be in a position then to rescind this moratorium, at least by the 1st of January. He 
said so while the ordinance is allowing for up to a year, in all good possibility, if everything goes 
well with the new zoning code, it could just be seven months that we're talking about. He then 
asked Mr. Wood if he wanted to add anything or if anyone had any questions for Mr. Wood? 
 
Mr. Wood stated in response to a couple of comments that were made in the audience, short-term 
rentals, STRs for an abbreviation, are regulated through state statute, so we have a narrow lane 
that we can work in with regulating them. He added having lotteries and limiting a number is 
going to be pretty difficult to do. He said we can create some separation requirements so that we 
don't have an entire neighborhood of them, but just first of all, outright eliminating them is not a 
possibility. He added we're going to do everything we can to limit the number of them. He then 
stated as Mr. White has said correctly on a number of occasions, when you limit something, you 
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increase the cost of it, and when you flood the market with it, you decrease the cost of it, so 
there's two sides to the coin he's pointing to there. He agrees with him but our goal as Mr. Phipps 
said and from his comments this morning in the council committee meeting, we want to get this 
to you around Thanksgiving and get an approval in 2026. His staff is doing this in-house and we 
worked with a consultant briefly on some of the housing components when we were still working 
on the comprehensive plan, but we're doing the majority work in-house. He said the zoning 
ordinance has 10 chapters and six of those are kind of administrative in their nature. He said we're 
tweaking those around the edges, but they're pretty sound as far as what we have with the 
ordinance, and it is four chapters that are really the key elements for us. He stated those are the 
definitions, the zoning districts, the land uses permitted in those zoning districts, and then the 
development standards. He stated he can tell them that our definitions are finished and are in legal 
review right now. He said we've added a significant number to the number we have in the current 
zoning ordinance. He added anybody who's been on a planning commission or BZA will tell you 
definitions are really important and we've taken that very seriously, and he thinks we've got some 
really good definitions going for that. He said land use and zoning components are probably 65% 
or 75% complete, but we're doing a lot of cross-checking to make sure we're not creating a zoning 
standard that puts everybody in a trick bag. He stated for example, in the older parts of the city, if 
your house is three feet from a side property line but built, say, in 1880, and the new zoning 
requirement is five feet, if you want to add an addition to that side of the house, you've got to 
come get a variance. He said so we're proposing something that says if you're three feet with your 
main house, your addition can stay three feet and you can do that by right so you don't need to 
come and get a variance. He stated we think that's going to be a pretty successful thing for a lot of 
the community. He then said as Mr. Phipps mentioned, our goal is to have three workshops each 
for the city council and for stakeholders and they'll be happening this summer and early fall. He 
stated we'll have a presentation for the Planning Commission in August with the Board of Zoning 
Appeals there as well, and that will be a public meeting; the public will be invited. He added it 
will be up to the Planning Commission to take comments, but we're open to that. He stated the 
Planning Commission is required to conduct a public hearing, they'll make a recommendation on 
the amendments to the zoning ordinance, and the council will do their normal job with the 
ordinance and conduct it over three readings. He wants to emphasize this is not a replacement 
zoning ordinance like we did in 2019. He said we had a 1971 vintage zoning ordinance with lots 
of amendments pieces falling off here and there, so we just decided that thing was done and went 
ahead and adopted an entirely new ordinance. He said this is not that situation; we're really 
focused on those four chapters in the middle of the zoning ordinance, so he’s really excited about 
it. He stated he has a great staff; we've really done a lot of research, we've looked at other 
communities, and we tried to bring in the best stuff we could possibly bring in. He stated if he can 
use an analogy, he thinks we can create a new version of the 1971 ordinance that has the stature 
and the ability to last 50 years, but there's going to be amendments because things are going to 
come down the road that nobody ever thought of. He added when the 71 ordinance was adopted, 
gas was 29 cents a gallon, cars were 40 feet long, but by 2019, people were driving those little 
Fiats that fit in this room. He said we're not future seers, but we want to create an ordinance that's 
flexible enough that can get the city where it wants to go, and he thinks we can achieve that. 
 
Mrs. Gohmann stated you and Mr. Phipps both referred to the stakeholders. She asked who are 
those? 
 
Mr. Wood stated the stakeholders will be members from the council as one group and then folks 
from the community nominated by council members, nominated by the mayor, nominated by the 
plan commission, nominated by the BZA, people in the development community, people in 
neighborhood associations, etc. He said anybody like that would be more than welcome.  
 
Mrs. Gohmann asked if there is already a group of stakeholders? 
 
Mr. Wood replied no, not yet. He added we wanted to get those four chapters just about ready to 
cross the finish line before we presented those. 
 
Mr. Blair stated we've had this discussion before, and he was part of that in 2019 when we redid 
the zoning code. He said he just wants to make sure that we're going to have plenty of time to 
consider this because it's an extensive document. He added he likes to do his due diligence and 
ask questions, do research and so forth. He also added he would like to be one of the first ones as 
soon as it’s ready to be made available to stakeholders, and would hope the council would be one 
of the first groups that would get a chance to review that. 
 
Mr. Wood stated Mr. Blair’s input with the 2019 zoning ordinance was very valuable and he 
appreciates the time he spent particularly working with the staff and our consultant on that. He 
said our goal is to have this in a 95% status this summer so that you've got it by no later than the 
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middle of September, and talking about an adoption out to Thanksgiving should give you plenty 
of time to read into it. He said but again, a couple of stakeholder meetings even before that 
because we want to make sure we are, in fact, on the right path.  
 
Mr. Blair stated in hindsight, maybe there are things he would have done differently today than 
he did back in 2019, so he just wants to make sure we have the time for that and consideration. 
He also stated he appreciates Mr. Wood’s comment and he wants to make sure that we go through 
it in detail because it's a thorough document.  
 
Mrs. Griffith stated she knows this is very time-consuming, especially since you said you're 
doing it in-house, and we appreciate all the time that you're putting into that. She said that she 
does have to say she feels like it's Déjà vu because we had this exact same conversation last year, 
and she thought we were going to have the ordinances ready to review in March of this year.  
 
Mr. Wood said right and that the council didn't adopt the comprehensive plan until December, 
and so much of it is dependent on what's in the comprehensive plan to be able to bring that over 
to the zoning ordinance. He stated things like creating opportunities for housing, whether it's a 
first-time home buyer, whether it's a senior citizen that wants to age in place, whether it's creating 
a legacy of vacancy so that as somebody moves out of a big property because they don't want to 
take care of an acre anymore, that creates a housing opportunity for somebody to move into that 
house and somebody else moves into their house and somebody else moves into that one, trying 
to keep that chain going of housing. He said right now, 46% of New Albany housing is renter-
occupied and in 1960, our percentage was 65% owner occupied, so it is 65/35 and we're now 
almost upside down. He stated we're looking at neighborhood compatibility issues; we're looking 
at expansion of the downtown in a westward direction, and that's a neighborhood that's always 
kind of been wounded by Interstate 64. He said the comprehensive plan says, let's make that part 
of downtown; let’s really exploit the opportunities that we have there, protecting our steep slopes 
and our floodplains and looking at resilience issues. He stated those were all things that we 
needed the council to say, yeah go ahead, and now we're working to get those into the zoning 
ordinance and make sure that they're reflected there because it's the zoning ordinance that really 
carries the weight 
 
Mrs. Griffith asked if the Padgett development was in talks with you guys before this went into 
effect, or are they going to have to wait? 
 
Mr. Wood stated both the Oxbow next door and the Padgett project were given zoning approval 
before the moratorium. 
 
Mr. FitzGerald stated he is voting aye to approve the committee report. 
 
Mrs. Gohmann stated while she agrees we don't need any more luxury apartments, we need to 
put people over profits. She said people need to be able to afford to have a place to live, and she 
thinks that's going to take a builder with a philanthropic heart who is willing to build something 
that the average $20 an hour person is going to be able to afford, so she is voting no. 
 
Mr. Blair stated he appreciates Mrs. Gohmann’s vote and sentiment, but he does know how 
extensive that zoning code is and how important it is, and he would rather give it enough time to 
make sure we get it correct, so he thinks it's necessary to extend it and voted yes. 
 
Mrs. Griffith thanked everyone for the discussion tonight. She said she was a no last year 
because of the time-wise, and she is still going to be a no this year, unfortunately. 
 
Mr. Dickey stated he agrees with Mr. Blair that we need to make sure that we get things done 
correctly, so he will vote aye as well. 
 
INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES FOR THIRD READING: 
 
INTRODUCTION OF RESOLUTIONS: 
 
BOARD APPOINTMENTS: 
 
COMMUNICATIONS – PUBLIC (NON-AGENDA ITEMS): 
 
Ms. Shauna Burns signed up to speak but had to leave the meeting. 
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Ms. Cisa Kubley, 1926 Ein Avenue, wanted to thank those members of the council that were 
able to join us this morning for our press conference announcing our summer programming, 
encouraging volunteerism and civic engagement. She stated it is more important than ever that we 
stand together as a community and have strong local leadership and partnership across groups, so 
that we can protect each other and our community going forward as things continue to be really 
scary and really damaging. She said we are going to be hosting Civic Saturdays throughout the 
summer where people can come together for volunteer opportunities in the morning, community 
lunch, and then have some civic engagement and trainings in the afternoon to help people 
understand why these things matter, how they can be a part of them, and how everyone can be an 
active participant in our electoral processes. She encouraged everyone to come join with them to 
do those things, learn how we can be the best members of our community that we can be, and 
move forward so that we can get the transparency and accountability that we so desperately need 
to have in this community. She thanked the council for their time. 
 
Pastor Paul Snyder, 1315 E. Spring Street, stated he is the pastor at Central Christian Church 
here in New Albany and is here tonight to make an ask of the city to help us with cooling stations. 
He said before he gets into the specifics of that, he'd like to paint a picture of why we need these 
stations and some of the work that we've already done to make them possible. He stated we all 
know that every year is getting hotter and the heat is increasing and it's not just uncomfortable, 
it's dangerous. He said it affects people's health, safety, and survival, and for those who are 
already most vulnerable, it makes them even more at risk. He stated for the past two years, local 
churches and community partners have stepped up to meet that need. He said we launched 
cooling stations in the summer of 2024, so this makes the third year that we are trying to offer 
them, but he wants to be honest tonight about what it takes to make that happen. He explained 
that it requires coordination, communication, staffing, resources, and right now, much of that 
responsibility has fallen on a very small group of churches and pastors. He added we're 
committed to this work, but he does want to be honest that we're also already stretched very thin. 
He stated in order for cooling stations to be possible, we have to coordinate locations, schedules, 
and logistics across the city, recruit, train, and manage volunteers day after day. He also stated we 
have to communicate clearly to the public so that they know where to go, open and staff the 
buildings during the extreme heat, and then provide food, water, and basic care. As he said, all of 
this is being led by solo pastors from smaller aging congregations, churches that are already 
faithfully engaged in many of the community ministries. He said most of us who are on this team 
also have churches that host meals throughout the week for our food insecure neighbors, and he 
also wants to say this is all while the library board has decided to push people away through 
stripping some of their resources available and, so you can imagine that will mean that the need 
for a safe cool place for people to go will increase. He stated to reiterate, we have the will, we 
have the space, but we do not have the financial capacity to sustain this important work on our 
own, so he is going to quickly tell what the plan is this year for the cooling station.  He said we 
would like to offer one centralized location at Culbertson Baptist Church. He added over the last 
two years, we've had five different locations, but we heard from people who like to use the 
cooling stations that it's kind of confusing trying to keep up with the five different locations. He 
stated most folks already know Culbertson Baptist from the White Flag Shelter, and the goal is to 
be open seven days a week during the extreme heat. He said the remaining barrier, as you can 
imagine, with Culbertson Baptist being the location, is the transportation. He explained it's really 
difficult for people to access that in extreme heat when they don't have reliable transportation, 
and so tonight he would like to request $15,000.00 in support to making cooling stations 
sustainable and effective this summer. He stated $10,000.00 of that would be to fund a 
coordinator to help with the organizing and the consistency of the stations, $2,000.00 would be 
for TARC bus tickets to help accessibility, and $2,000.00 would be to help Culbertson Baptist 
with building expenses and utilities that come up from using the facility. He said then the extra 
$1,000.00 would be for food and water. He added this work is already happening and churches 
have stepped up and will continue to step up where we can, but this cannot remain the burden of a 
few small organizations trying to carry a city-wide need. He thanked the council for their time 
and said he hopes the city will help them accomplish this together. 
 
ADJOURN: 
 
There being no other business before the board, the meeting adjourned at 7:46 p.m.  
 
 
___________________________   _____________________________ 
Adam T. Dickey, President                     Vicki Glotzbach, City Clerk 


